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A Varanasi district court on
Monday dismissed an appli-
cation filed by the Anjuman
Intezamia Masjid Committee
challenging the maintaina-
bility of the suit filed by five
Hindu women seeking the
right to worship Hindu dei-
ties within the Gyanvapi
mosque premises all year
round.

District judge A.K. Vish-
vesha ruled that neither the
Places of Worship Act, 1991,
nor the Waqf Act, 1995, nor
the U.P. Shri Kashi Vishwa-
nath Temple Act, 1983, bar
the suit and that the “plain-
tiffs will have right to prove
their averments by cogent
evidence”. The next hearing
is slated for September 22.

The suit, filed by Rakhi
Singh and four other wo-
men, claimed Hindus had
been worshipping Maa
Shringar Gauri, Lord Ga-
nesha and other visible and
invisible deities daily at the
said property till as recently
as 1993, after which the Uttar
Pradesh government res-
tricted the worship to one
day a year.

Based on this averment of
the plaintiffs, the court re-

jected the arguments that
the Places of Worship Act,
1991 barred the suit. It ruled
that to decide the challenge
to the maintainability of the
suit under Order VII, Rule 11
of the Code of Civil Proce-
dure, it only needed to con-
sider the averments made by
the plaintiffs and not the de-
fence of those averments.

“Therefore, the Places of
Worship (Special Provisions)
Act, 1991 does not operate as
bar on the suit of the plain-
tiffs and the suit of plaintiffs
is not barred by Section 9 of
the Act,” the court ruled.

The 1991 Act seals the reli-
gious character of all places
of worship as it stood on Au-
gust 15, 1947, and mandates
that any case seeking the
conversion of such a place

into that of another religion
should be abated.

The court noted that the
suit filed by the Hindu wo-
men “is limited and confined
to the right of worship as a ci-
vil right and fundamental
right as well as customary
and religious right”. The
court emphasised that the
suit neither sought a declara-
tion or injunction over the
property in question, nor
did it seek the conversion of
the mosque into a temple.

“The determination of re-
ligious character is a matter
of evidence which can be
laid by either of the parties.
The plaintiffs have laid foun-
dation to establish that the
religious character of the
property in dispute was of
Hindu temple and deities

were being worshipped
within the property in dis-
pute,” the court said. “The-
refore, the parties to the suit
are required to prove before
the court regarding the reli-
gious character of the pro-
perty as was prevalent on
August 15, 1947.”

Further, citing the Su-
preme Court’s Ayodhya judg-
ment, the court asserted,
“Even where the idol is des-
troyed or the presence of the
idol is intermittent or entire-
ly absent, the legal personal-
ity created by the endow-
ment continues to subsist,”
and that it does not result in
the termination of the pious
purpose and the subsequent
endowment.

Hindu women’s suit in Gyanvapi
case maintainable, says court
‘It’s confined to
right of worship...
not conversion of
mosque to temple’
Abhinay Lakshman

new Delhi

Nod for prayers: Hindu petitioners celebrating the court
verdict in Varanasi on Monday. * SANDEEP SAXENA
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BDS curriculum 
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semester-based course
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momentum, claims it
reached Russian border
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Bumrah, Harshal in
India squad for T20
World Cup in Australia
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India’s retail inflation re-
surged to 7% in August from
6.71% in July, fuelled by a
7.62% uptick in food prices
paid by consumers, even as
industrial output growth in
July dropped to the lowest
level since April at just 2.4%,
with output levels dropping
2.75% month on month.

This is the eighth succes-
sive month that retail infla-
tion has stayed above the
central bank’s upper tole-
rance threshold of 6% infla-
tion for the economy, and
constitutes a setback to hou-
seholds’ spending power
among the poorer sections.

The combination of bu-
oyant inflation and a trip-
ping industrial recovery
would make the central
bank’s task trickier at the up-
coming monetary policy re-
view at the end of this
month, where economists
expect a fresh interest rate
hike ranging from 35 to 50
basis points. One basis point
equals 0.01%.

Rural inflation that was at
6.8% in July, saw a sharper
rise than urban inflation in
August, rising to 7.15%. Ur-
ban consumers’ inflation
rate moved up from 6.49% in
July to 6.72%.

Consumer non-durables’
production dropped 2% in

July from a 2.96% uptick in
June. Capital goods produc-
tion recorded the highest
growth among use-based ca-
tegories at 5.8%, but con-
tracted sequentially in July
by 6.7% from June levels.

Rural stress 
Although the low industrial
growth is partly a function of
the base effect as the Index
of Industrial Production
(IIP) had grown 11.5% in July
2021, Deloitte India econo-
mist Rumki Majumdar
linked the contraction in
non-durable goods to rural
households being under
stress which has impacted
demand.

The elevated inflation also
means household budgets
would be affected, particu-
larly lower income seg-
ments, as food and related
items make up a higher
share of their consumption
basket, said D.K. Srivastava,
chief policy adviser at EY
India.

The uptick in inflation
was largely driven by “a
broad-based rise across the
food segment”, with a high-
er inflation in cereals, puls-
es, milk, fruits, vegetables
and prepared meals and
snacks, said ICRA chief eco-
nomist Aditi Nayar.

Industrial output growth in July drops to 2.4% 

Vikas Dhoot

NEW DELHI 

Retail inflation resurges to
7% as food prices mount 

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 12

IN BRIEF

The Supreme Court fixed
the hearing in 220 petitions
challenging the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA) of
2019 on October 31 and said
it will refer the case to a
three-judge Bench.

The petitions came up
before a Bench of Chief Jus-
tice of India U.U. Lalit and S.
Ravindra Bhat on Septem-
ber 12 after a hiatus of many
months. The hearing of the
case was interrupted by the
pandemic. 

Chief Justice Lalit asked
the parties, including the
Centre, to draw a “road
map” highlighting the issues
involved in the case, their
division into various seg-
ments and the formulation
of questions of law.

Lawyers said the peti-
tions linking the CAA with
the Assam National Register
of Citizens (NRC) ought to

be a different segment of its
own and heard separately.

The CAA fast-tracks the
citizenship-by-naturalisa-
tion process for “illegal mi-
grants” from six religious
communities, other than
Muslims, who have fled per-
secution from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and

Afghanistan.
The Act and its imple-

mentation had seen ordin-
ary citizens protest across
the country. Police action
on the protesters had drawn
heavy criticism.

The government had
maintained that the amend-
ments made to the Citizen-
ship Act of 1955 was meant
to protect and welcome reli-
giously persecuted people
fleeing the three neighbour-
ing countries where Mus-
lims form the majority.

Dissenting voices
The top court had earlier is-
sued a formal notice admit-
ting the petitions filed by pe-
ople from all walks of life
and faiths, from parliamen-
tarians to retired High Com-
missioners and service offic-
ers to lawyers, students,
activists, professional asso-
ciations to Opposition par-
ties, cutting across regions

and ideology and NGOs.
The petitions have ar-

gued that the law welcomes
“illegal migrants” into India
selectively on the basis of
their religion and pointedly
excludes Muslims. It has an
“unholy nexus” with the Na-
tional Register of Citizens
(NRC) exercise and is
against principles of secula-
rism, right to equality and
dignity of life enshrined in
the Constitution, the peti-
tions said.

The petitions have ar-
gued that the law effec-
tuates discrimination on the
basis of the intrinsic identity
of an individual, that is, his
religious identity as a Mus-
lim. While Muslim migrants
would have to show their
proof of residency in India
for at least 11 years, the law
allows illegal migrants from
the six communities to be
naturalised in five years’
time.

CAA petitions to be heard on Oct. 31 
CJI asks parties to draw road map, highlight issues; case to go to 3-judge Bench
krishnadas rajagopal

NEW DELHI 

A recent protest in Guwahati
against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act . * PTI

BJP leaders across the
country welcomed the
court’s decision. While the
lone Muslim face in the
Uttar Pradesh Cabinet,
Danish Azad Ansari, said
everyone should adhere to
the verdict, AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi feared
the order would have a
“destabilising effect”.
“We’re going on the same
path as the Babri Masjid
issue,” he said. " page 12

BJP leaders
hail ruling
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Opposition unity will be
meaningful only if the Con-
gress becomes strong and
the elephant has now woken
up, Congress communica-
tions chief Jairam Ramesh
said on Monday. 

He said a strong Congress
was an important pillar of
Opposition unity and its al-
lies should understand that
the party would not allow it-
self to be weakened.

Though he didn’t name
anyone, his comment comes
a day after Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) leader and Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister Te-
jashwi Yadav told The Hindu
that the Congress should al-
low regional parties to be in
the “driving seat”.

Addressing a press confe-
rence on Bharat Jodo Yatra
at the All India Congress
Committee headquarters,
Mr. Ramesh said the yatra
has infused energy and en-
thusiasm among its workers

and would strengthen the
party. “I am happy that after
the Bharat Jodo Yatra, every-
body has seen that the ele-
phant has awakened, the
elephant is moving forward,
and all parties are seeing
what the Congress is doing,”
he said. 

“Opposition unity does
not mean weakening the
Congress. Our allies should
also understand that we will
not allow ourselves to be
weakened further,” he said. 

The statement comes in
the backdrop of several re-
gional players trying to occu-
py the pole position in the
Opposition space in the run-
up to the 2024 Lok Sabha
election. 

Congress an important pillar
in Opposition unity: Ramesh
‘All parties are watching what the Congress is doing’

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The Bharat Jodo Yatra led 
by Rahul Gandhi when it
reached the Kerala capital 
on Monday. * S. MAHINSHA 

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 12

Six persons, including a
woman, staying in a four-
storey hotel in Secundera-
bad were killed in a fire
that started in an electrical
bike showroom and spread
upstairs late on Monday
night.

Hyderabad City Police
Commissioner C.V. Anand
said the injured were
rushed to Gandhi Hospital
and other private hospi-
tals. Most of the victims
died of suffocation as thick
smoke caught the guests in
Ruby Lodge unawares.
Some guests broke the win-
dowpanes and jumped
down. 

Initial reports suggested
that a battery of a vehicle
exploded, resulting in the
fire spreading to other
bikes in the showroom. 

Blaze at e-bike
shop spreads
to hotel, 6 die
Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD

Centre using agencies 
for extortion: Kejriwal
NEW DELHI

Taking a swipe at the Centre, 
Delhi Chief Minister and 
Aam Aadmi Party leader
Arvind Kejriwal on Monday
alleged that Central probe
agencies were being used to 
conduct raids for “extortion”
and not to end corruption.

STATES " PAGE 4
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Ajit Pawar quashes
rumours of rift in NCP
PUNE

A day after he set political
rumour mills abuzz by not
speaking at the Nationalist
Congress Party’s 8th national
convention in New Delhi,
senior party leader and
Leader of the Opposition 
Ajit Pawar on Monday refuted
suggestions that he was
“upset” with the party.

STATES " PAGE 5
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‘Consider CUET scores for
non-minority students’
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court 
on Monday ordered 
St. Stephen’s College to 
issue a fresh prospectus
giving 100% weightage 
to Common University
Entrance Test scores for
admission to students 
from the non-minority
category applying to
undergraduate courses.

CITY" PAGE 2
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The Supreme Court on
Monday said the attach-
ment of the AIADMK party
office was an ‘extreme’
measure in a democracy,
even as it did not entertain
former Chief Minister O.
Panneerselvam’s plea
against a Madras High
Court order which later
gave the keys of the build-
ing to his rival Edappadi K.
Palaniswami.

A Bench, led by Justice
D.Y. Chandrachud, said the
High Court’s decision two
months ago had more or
less restored the peace.

The trouble began when
the followers of Mr. Pan-
neerselvam and Mr. Pala-
niswami clashed outside
the party headquarters fol-
lowing a general council
meeting on July 11. The
meeting witnessed the ex-
pulsion of Mr. Panneersel-
vam from the party. After
this, the South Chennai Re-
venue Divisional Officer
sealed and attached the
party headquarters.

‘Law and order problem’ 
The High Court, acting on
the respective appeals of
both leaders, set aside the
Revenue Department’s or-
der and gave the posses-
sion of the office building
to Mr. Palaniswami. Mr.
Panneerselvam then
moved the Supreme Court. 

“To attach the office of a
political party is an ex-
traordinary measure,” Jus-
tice Chandrachud
observed.

The court said the clash
happened outside the par-
ty office. In that case, it was
a law and order problem. 

Senior advocates Mukul
Rohatgi, K.V. Vishwanath-
an and Huzefa Ahmedi and
advocate Balaji Srinivasan
appeared for Mr. Palanis-
wami, and senior advo-
cates Ranjit Kumar and Gu-
ru Krishnakumar for Mr.
Panneerselvam.

Attaching
AIADMK office
extraordinary
measure: SC
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The situation along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) in
the Eastern Theatre has
been stable and “no major
changes or palpable shift of
stance” has been noted
since the stand-off in eastern
Ladakh, Eastern Army Com-
mander Lieutenant General
R. P. Kalita said here. There
were reports of continued
infrastructure development
by China’s People’s Libera-
tion Army (PLA) and it was
being monitored constantly,
he said.

His comments came a day

after India and China an-
nounced disengagement
from Patrolling Point 15 in
the Gogra-Hot Springs area
of eastern Ladakh. The pro-
cess of disengagement was
completed on September 12,
while the other friction
points of Depsang and Dem-
chok remain to be resolved.

‘Focused approach’
“On our own side, there is a
focused approach to im-
prove the infrastructure by
adopting a ‘whole of govern-
ment’ approach. There have
been improvements in for-
ward connectivity, construc-

tion of bridge on the Brah-
maputra river, laying of new
railway lines, improvement
of air connectivity to all
States in the northeast,” he
said in an informal interac-
tion at Kibuthu on Septem-
ber 10 on the sidelines of an
event to rename the military
camp after the country’s
first Chief of Defence Staff,
General Bipin Rawat. 

“Presently the situation
along the borders [Eastern
Sector] is reasonably calm
and firmly under control,”
Lt. Gen. Kalita said.

India and China disengage from PP15 in Gogra-Hot Springs

Dinakar Peri

KIBITHU (ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

Eastern borders stable: Commander

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 12
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The Delhi High Court on
Monday ordered St. Ste-
phen’s College to issue a fresh
prospectus giving 100%
weightage to Common Un-
iversity Entrance Test (CUET)
score for admission to stu-
dents from the non-minority
category applying to under-
graduate courses.

St. Stephen’s College has
been at loggerheads with Del-
hi University over its admis-
sion criteria for undergrad-
uate courses, with either
party refusing to back off.
The college, asserting its mi-
nority institution character,
has accorded 85% weightage
to CUET scores and 15% to in-
terviews for all candidates, a
stand strongly opposed by
DU, which wants interviews
to be conducted only for the
reserved category students.

On Monday, a Bench of
Chief Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice Subramo-
nium Prasad directed St. Ste-
phen’s College to do away
with the process of conduct-
ing interviews for non-minor-
ity students and to follow the
admission policy formulated
by Delhi University.

The Bench observed, “The
conduct of an interview over
and above the CUET has the
potential of introducing sub-
jectivity and bias into the ad-

mission process, thereby
eroding the very purpose for
which CUET is being brought
into play.”

Minority seats: no change 
The court, however, rejected
the argument raised by Addi-
tional Solicitor General Vik-
ramjit Banerjee, appearing
for University Grants Com-
mission, that even for seats
reserved for the minority
community, the selection
must be made solely from the
merit list.

“It is for the institution to
decide what would be best
for the minority community,
and for that purpose con-
ducting an interview, which
has been held to be free and
transparent by the apex
court in St. Stephen’s College
vs. University of Delhi, can-

not be said to be contrary to
the interest of the minority
institution,” the court added.

It also ruled that DU was
well within its right to formu-
late policies regulating the
rights of St. Stephen’s Col-
lege, which is an aided educa-
tional institution, to admit
students if it was of the opi-
nion that such admission pol-
icies may potentially lead to
maladministration and lower
the standard of excellence of
the institution.

Additionally, the High
Court ordered that Delhi Un-
iversity cannot insist St. Ste-
phen’s College have a single
merit list for the candidates
belonging to the Christian
community, regardless of any
denominations/sub-sects/
sub-categories within the
community.

St. Stephen’s College had
moved the High Court seek-
ing a stay on Delhi Universi-
ty’s communication asking it
to withdraw its prospectus
for undergraduate courses
for the academic year 2022-
23. A second petition was al-
so filed by law student Koni-
ka Poddar, through advocate
Akash Vajpai, seeking direc-
tion to the college to admit
undergraduate students on
its unreserved seats based
only on marks scored in
CUET.

In its 95-page-judgment,
the High Court observed, “Ar-
ticle 30(1) is not absolute and
the State has the right to for-
mulate regulations concern-
ing the administration of a
minority institution to the ex-
tent that it is for the furthe-
rance of the interest of the
minority community and is
in a bid to prevent maladmi-
nistration of the minority
institution.”

Article 30(1) confers on mi-
nority institutions the right to
establish and administer in-
stitutions of their choice.

St. Stephen’s in its plea
had said, “The management
must be permitted to mould
the institution as it thinks fit
and in accordance with its
ideas of how the interest of
the community in general
and the institution in particu-
lar will be best served.”

No interviews for non-minority
students, HC tells St. Stephen’s 
College asked to follow Delhi University’s admission policy, issue fresh prospectus 

Soibam Rocky Singh

New Delhi

St. Stephen’s College had moved the High Court seeking a stay
on DU’s letter asking it to withdraw prospectus . * FILE PHOTO

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) launched a
housing scheme on Monday
in which over 8,500 flats are
on offer for the lower in-
come group (LIG) and eco-
nomically weaker section
(EWS) on a “first-come-first-
served” basis.

The urban body is offering
5,850 LIG flats in sector G-7
at ₹22.8 lakh and 2,880 EWS
flats in sectors A1 to A4 for
₹10.75 lakh to ₹12.42 lakh in

Narela.
A senior DDA official said

the flats offered in this
scheme are part of the urban
body’s unsold inventory
which found few takers in
the previous schemes.

The urban body has im-
plemented its previously an-
nounced relaxation in norms
for the allotment of EWS
houses. Anyone from a fami-
ly whose total annual income
is less than ₹10 lakh can ap-
ply for EWS flats offered in
this housing scheme.

DDA launches housing
scheme, offers 8,500 flats 
Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI

The National Commission for
Minorities (NCM) has sought
a report from Delhi Chief Se-
cretary and Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation Chairman over a

complaint by a Sikh man who
was allegedly stopped from
entering a metro station with
a kirpan.

The NCM called for neces-
sary action against the offi-
cials responsible for asking

Gyani Kewal Singh, former
Jathedar Damdama Sahib, to
remove his kirpan before en-
tering Dwarka Sector 21 me-
tro station. Kirpan is among
the five articles of faith that
are worn by the Sikhs.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

Objection to kirpan: NCM notice to DMRC

The Delhi High Court on
Monday initiated a public in-
terest litigation (PIL) taking
note of the death of two per-
sons allegedly while clean-
ing a sewer in the Capital
last week.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma and
Justice Subramonium Pra-
sad also issued notice to the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi, the Delhi government
and the Delhi Jal Board on
the matter. 

News report
The High Court took suo mo-
tu cognisance of a news re-
port, which said a sweeper
and a security guard died on
September 9 in Outer Delhi’s
Mundka area after they in-
haled toxic gases inside a

sewer they had gone down
to clean.

“Let a PIL be registered in
the matter. Notice be issued
to MCD, GNCTD and Delhi
Jal Board,” the High Court
ordered and also appointed
senior advocate Rajshekhar
Rao as amicus curiae to as-
sist the court in the matter.

“You go through that
news item. I will give you the
material which will help you
out,” the Bench told Mr. Rao.

“There is a Supreme
Court judgment on the sub-
ject which says that the mo-
ment the death takes place
of a person who is manually
doing this scavenging work,
the family is entitled to (cer-
tain assistance) and a job to
one of the members of the
family,” the Bench said. The
High Court will hear the case
again on September 21.

Court issues notice to authorities 

Staff Reporter

New Delhi

HC takes cognisance of
sewer cleaning deaths 

The Jawaharlal Nehru Un-
iversity Teachers’ Associa-
tion ( JNUTA) on Monday
demanded that the univer-
sity should withdraw from
the National Testing Agen-
cy’s (NTA) Common Un-
iversity Entrance Test
(CUET) for all the courses
as admission to none of the
university’s programmes
has taken place this year so
far. The teachers highlight-
ed the waste of teaching
hours due to the delay in
conducting CUET. 

“The most immediate
cause of this colossal waste
of educational resources is
the unthinking, chaotic
and irresponsible ‘one na-
tion, one exam’ policy em-
bodied by CUET. The de-
lays in the completion of
CUET have disrupted the
academic calendar of all
participating Central un-
iversities and thus far none
of them has been able to in-
itiate admissions to its un-
dergraduate and postgrad-
uate programmes,” the
JNUTA said. 

It added that the very
idea of a “one-size-fits-all”
examination entails the
erosion of university auto-
nomy and an evisceration
of the University Acts un-
der which public institu-
tions like JNU were set up,
and the only way forward
is to “opt out of the CUET”.

Teachers want
JNU to pull out
from CUET

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The State Election Commis-
sion (SEC) on Monday pu-
blished the draft order for
the delimitation of municipal
wards in the Capital, provid-
ing three weeks (till October
3) for public suggestions and
objections.

The SEC’s draft order,
which was published after
the Centre’s approval, shows
a reduction of 22 wards — to
achieve the exact number of
250 seats from the earlier 272
— across various Assembly
constituencies. Among the
constituencies which have
seen a reduction in the num-
ber of wards are Matiala

(from seven wards to six), Bu-
rari (six to five), Timarpur
(four to three), Mangolpuri
(four to three), Madipur (four
to three) and Shahdara (four
to three). 

Boundaries specified
The draft order specifies the
number and extent of each
ward under the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi, along
with maps that clearly indi-
cate their boundaries.

The need for the delimita-
tion exercise arose after the
Central government notified
the Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion (Amendment) Act, 2022,
which proposed the merger
of the three erstwhile civic

bodies and a reduction in the
number of councillor seats to
“not more than 250”. 

On July 26, The Hindu had
reported that the exact num-
ber of seats had been fixed at
250, while a gazette notifica-
tion on Saturday confirmed
the number. 

The total number of seats
reserved for members of
Scheduled Castes has been
reduced from 46 to 42. 

The objections and sug-
gestions to the draft report
will be disposed of with the
approval of the Centre, after
which the latter will receive
the final proposal for appro-
val and publication in the of-
ficial Gazette. 

Wards reduced in Matiala, Burari, Timarpur, among others

Muneef Khan

New Delhi

SEC releases draft delimitation order 

A city court on Monday ac-
quitted an autorickshaw
driver of charges of rioting
and vandalism in a case re-
lated to the 2020 north-east
Delhi riots. 

“The charges levelled
against the accused, Gur-
jent Singh, are not proved
beyond reasonable doubt.
Hence, he is acquitted of all
the charges in this case,”
Additional Sessions Judge
Pulastya Pramachala said in
the order. 

The court was hearing a
case where a mob had van-
dalised and set some shops
on fire at Bhajanpura area. 

Auto driver
acquitted in
2020 riots case
Special Correspondent 

New Delhi
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Timings

DELHI

TUESDAY, SEP. 13

RISE 06:05 SET 18:29

RISE 20:27 SET 08:47

WEDNESDAY, SEP. 14

RISE 06:06 SET 18:28

RISE 21:01 SET 09:47

THURSDAY, SEP. 15

RISE 06:06 SET 18:27

RISE 21:37 SET 10:46

IN THE court of 3rd Mact puri, Mac
191/91 Pratap Narayan Pattnaik −
applicant vs National Insurance Co
Ltd Notice To, Jayanta Pyne s/o
Gopal ch Pyne, Haldapada road, 24
pagana west bengal, you are hereby
noticed to appear positively in
mac case no 191/91 pending in the
court of 3rd purifier odisha as
the the owner of offending vehicle
bearing registration No wmq−32 and
the said case is posted to 19.8.
2022 at 10:30Am
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Sounding the poll bugle for
the upcoming civic elections
in Maharashtra, Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde on Mon-
day lashed out at Shiv Sena
chief Uddhav Thackeray al-
leging that the latter had not
only deceived his father —
the late Sena founder Bal
Thackeray — by allying with
the Congress, but was also
responsible for the dwin-
dling Marathi-speaking pop-
ulation in Mumbai city.   

Addressing a massive ral-
ly at Paithan in Aurangabad
district, Mr. Shinde, whose
rebel Sena faction is in al-
liance with the BJP, demand-
ed that Mr. Thackeray, the
former Chief Minister, ex-
plain to the people of the
State why the Marathi-
speaking population had
moved out of Mumbai.

“If they [Uddhav camp]
are so concerned about

Mumbai, then why don’t
you [Mr. Thackeray] publish
how many Marathi-speaking
people are left in Mumbai?
Have you bothered to ana-
lyse why they have been
thrown out of Mumbai and
forced to moved to the sub-
urbs like Virar and Badla-
pur? They need to do an
analysis of this through Saa-
mana [Thackeray faction’s
mouthpiece], but they will
not have the courage to do
so,” Mr. Shinde said. 

The Chief Minister said
had Mr. Thackeray under-
stood the plight of Marathi-
speaking people, then their
percentage would not have
declined in Mumbai city.

He claimed that while the
Thackeray faction had no
qualms about asking votes in
the name of Marathi-speak-
ing people, the plight of the
latter was ignored once the
elections got over.

The aim behind Mr.
Shinde’s show of strength is
to challenge the belea-
guered Thackeray faction in
the latter’s strongholds in
the Mumbai and Auranga-
bad civic bodies, where the
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena has
held sway for more than two
decades.

This time, with Mr.
Shinde breaking away with
the majority of Sena MLAs
and MPs to ally with the BJP,
both parties are bent on
ending the Thackerays’ su-

premacy in these two civic
bodies.   

Targeting Mr. Thackeray
by remarking that he would
have to answer the public of
Maharashtra as to why he
deceived Bal Thackeray and
drowned his father’s Hin-
dutva ideals by allying with
the Congress and the Na-
tionalist Congress Party, Mr.
Shinde said, “Today, we
have 160 MLAs, but the 2024
Maharashtra Assembly elec-
tion will see 200 MLAs of the
Shiv Sena [Shinde faction]-
BJP alliance.” 

‘Grave beautification’
Claiming that the ‘beautifi-
cation’ of 1993 Mumbai
blasts convict Yakub Me-
mon’s grave had taken place
during Mr. Thackeray’s MVA
government rule, Mr.
Shinde hit out at the rival Se-
na camp’s accusation that
the rebels were mere ‘hand-
maidens’ of the BJP.

Uddhav responsible for ‘flight’ of
Marathi people from Mumbai: CM
Shinde also accused him of forsaking his father’s ideology by allying with Cong.

Shoumojit Banerjee

Pune

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde. * FILE PHOTO

Students enjoying themselves at the ridge after monsoon rain in Shimla on Monday. * PTI

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

Making merry

The Uttar Pradesh Govern-
ment is hoping the pro-
posed ‘Global Investors
Summit’ (GIS) scheduled in
January 2023 will play a ma-
jor role in achieving the am-
bitious target of making the
State a one-trillion-dollar
economy by 2027. In the
run-up to the GIS-2023, ma-
ny departments of the State
government are upgrading
the policies and will bring
new rules for the purpose of
getting more foreign direct
investment.

‘More investments’
“The Global Investors Sum-
mit will play a major role in
achieving the target set by
CM Yogi Adityanath to make
the State a one trillion-dollar
economy, we are working to
bring more and more fo-
reign investment,” said Ar-
vind Kumar, Infrastructure
and Industrial Commission-
er of the State.

‘GIS will play
major role in
achieving $1
tn. economy’ 
Mayank Kumar

Lucknow

The Bombay High Court on
Monday asked the Central
government to take steps to
find out where film producer
Mushtaq Nadiadwala’s chil-
dren were and not make him
run from pillar to post in the
matter.

A Division Bench of Justic-
es Revati Mohite Dere and
P.K. Chavan was hearing a
plea filed by Mr. Nadiadwala,
stating that his son, 9, and
daughter, 6, are allegedly il-

legally detained by his wife,
Maryam Chaudhary, and her
family in Pakistan since
2020.

He sought a direction
from the court to the govern-
ment to facilitate their safe
return. 

The had court last month
directed the Union Ministry
of External Affairs to res-
pond to the plea and also di-
rected an officer from the
MEA’s Chief Passport and Vi-
sa (CPV) office to meet Mr.
Nadiadwala.

On Monday, Mr. Nadiad-
wala’s counsel informed the
court that an email was sent
to the CPV joint secretary,
who responded that the mat-
ter falls under the purview of
the MEA’s Overseas Indian
Affairs division. Advocate ap-
pearing for the MEA, sought
some time to seek instruc-
tions. 

The court then said, “the
MEA should not treat this
matter as adversarial and
cooperate and ensure that
the issue is resolved”. 

Special Correspondent

Mumbai

HC asks Centre to reply to producer’s plea

A Bharatiya Janata Party cor-
porator from Uttar Pradesh’s
Firozabad and her husband’s
desire to have a male child af-
ter 15 years of marriage has
landed them in jail and lifted
the lid off a thriving child
trafficking racket in the
State.

Vineeta Agarwal, 44, and
her husband, Krishna Murari
Agarwal, 51, were arrested
on August 29 after the Go-
vernment Railway Police
(GRP) recovered from their
house a seven-month-old
child who had been kid-
napped from a platform on
Mathura railway station on
August 24. The police said
the couple had paid ₹1.80
lakh for the infant as they
wanted to have a male child
even though they had an
adopted daughter.

The accused told the pol-
ice that a doctor couple from
Hathras — Dr. Prem Bihari,
38, and his wife Dr. Dayawa-
ti, 38 — ran a child trafficking
racket and conned them into
adopting a kidnapped child.

According to acquaintanc-
es of the Agarwals, the cou-
ple had been facing pressure
to have a child since their
marriage in 2007.

“The dream of having a
child ended when Vineeta
had a fall while dancing at a
religious ceremony and had
to undergo a hysterectomy.
Left with no other option,
the couple decided to adopt
a child,” said a close relative
of the couple. They then
adopted a girl, but they still
yearned for a son, the rela-
tive said.

“Vineeta and Krishna Mu-
rari loved their daughter,
who wanted a brother who

could tie her a ‘rakhi’. With
the festival of Raksha Band-
han fast approaching, the
couple decided to fulfil their
daughter’s wish,” the relative
said.

“Krishna Murari had
heard of the doctor couple
and approached them to
adopt a son,” the relative
said. The doctors then hand-
ed over a boy to Mr. Agarwal
a week before Raksha Band-
han. However, during medi-
cal check-up, the Agarwals
learnt that the child was ex-
tremely sick and returned
him, the relative said.

“The doctors then called
Vineeta on August 26 and
gave her another boy,” the
relative said.

Mr. Agarwal, a lawyer who
practises in a local court,
told the police that the doc-
tor couple had introduced
him to a man whom they
claimed was the boy’s father.

The police, however,
found it hard to believe that
despite being a lawyer Mr.
Agarwal thought that “buy-
ing a baby” was legal and he
hadn’t committed a crime.

Mohammad Mustaque,
Superintendent of Police,

GRP (Agra), who had consti-
tuted a six-member team to
solve the kidnapping case,
said the doctor couple
owned two hospitals in
Hathras.

Apart from the Agarwals
and the doctor couple, the
police have arrested six oth-
ers in the case: Deep Kumar,
40, who kidnapped the
child, and Poonam Devi, 43,
Manjeet, 43, and Vimlesh,
38, who worked as auxiliary
nurse midwives (ANMs).

Mr. Mustaque said Mr. Ku-
mar was nabbed after CCTV
footage at Mathura railway
station clearly showed him
snatching the child, Sanjay,
who was sleeping next to his
mother, Radha, a resident of
Parkham village in Mathura
district. During interroga-
tion, Mr. Kumar said that he
had been a part of the child
trafficking racket for the past
four years.

ASHA workers roped in
The police said the doctor
couple had invited about
1,000 ASHA workers, ANMs
and Health Department em-
ployees for the inauguration
of their hospitals and enlist-
ed them to look for childless
couples and those seeking a
male child.

“They were also tasked
with identifying unmarried
women who got pregnant
and failed to get an abortion.
They would then buy babies
from such women,” Mr. Mus-
taque said.

According to the police,
the doctor couple has sold at
least 12 kidnapped children
over the past few years. The
district administration has
sealed the couple’s hospitals
and the police are trying to
trace the abducted children.

Desire for son lands couple in jail
Arrests lift lid off child trafficking racket from U.P.’s Hathras

Ishita Mishra

Firozabad

Radha along with her son,
Sanjay, who was abducted
from the Mathura railway
station on August 24.

* SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment is planning to offer
training in chess by the best
coaches and grandmasters
through offline and online
classes to students in every
district, especially those in
government schools, Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin said on
Monday. 

“This would pave the way
for government school stu-
dents to take part in interna-
tional chess tournaments in
the future,” Mr. Stalin said
during an event at Jawahar-
lal Nehru Indoor Stadium in
Chennai, where he distri-
buted awards and incentives
to sportspersons.

The Chief Minister said
the State government would

take steps to promote va-
rious sports events among
tribal communities, the way
it was promoting Silambam. 

Addressing the sportsper-
sons, Mr. Stalin said, “The
victory you secure is not on-
ly yours but also that of Ta-
mil Nadu and India. Both
your duty and your respon-
sibility are big. Realise it and
break the barriers.” 

Launching the registra-
tion of entries for taking
part in the Chief Minister’s
Cup for various sports
events, Mr. Stalin said: “Like
I said during the valedictory
of the Chess Olympiad, Kab-
badi and Silambam have
been given importance.”

The sports events would
commence in all districts in
October. 

Grandmasters to coach
school students: Stalin
Special correspondent

CHENNAI

In a swipe at the Centre, Delhi
Chief Minister and Aam Aad-
mi Party convener Arvind
Kejriwal on Monday alleged
that probe agencies were be-
ing used to conduct raids for
“extortion” and not to end
corruption.

Speaking about the pur-
ported raid conducted by
“three policemen” at the
AAP’s office in Ahmedabad on
Sunday, Kejriwal claimed the
policemen were asking about
money.

“We are a poor party with
no money. The policemen
searched our office for two
hours and left. They were ask-
ing our people about money.
They left when we said there
was no money. Today, the Ah-
medabad police said no raid
took place. This is surpris-
ing,” he said.

The Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) on Monday said that
the party is ready to keep all
proof before the media to ex-
pose the BJP for denying the
raid being carried out by the
police at the party’s office in
Ahmedabad. Leaders of the
AAP’s Gujarat unit, on Sunday
night, had tweeted that the
raid was carried out soon af-
ter the Delhi Chief Minister,
Arvind Kejriwal, arrived in
Ahmedabad.

Mr. Kejriwal reached Ah-
medabad on Sunday evening
to attend various public pro-

grammes and meet local par-
ty leaders on Monday and
Tuesday as part of the AAP’s
election campaign in BJP-
ruled Gujarat.

“We are ready to keep all
proof before the media and
expose the BJP. In Gujarat,
without any warrant (police)
enters anywhere, raids, and
then says they didn’t do any
raid. This is because it’s humi-
liating to the Gujarat govern-
ment that they did a raid in an
illegal way and didn’t find
anything,” AAP chief spokes-
person Saurabh Bharadwaj
said at a press conference at
the party headquarters in
Delhi.

“In Gujarat, AAP is current-
ly number two and just be-
hind BJP. Congress is nowh-
ere in Gujarat. Very soon AAP
will become number one in
Gujarat. BJP knows this,” he
added.

(With PTI inputs)

Raid conducted after Delhi CM arrived in Ahmedabad: AAP

Staff reporter

New Delhi

Saurabh Bharadwaj

Kejriwal says Centre using
probe agencies for extortion
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A day after he set political ru-
mour mills abuzz by not
speaking at the Nationalist
Congress Party’s 8th national
convention in New Delhi, se-
nior party leader Ajit Pawar
on Monday refuted sugges-
tions that he was “upset”
with the party.

On Sunday, Mr. Pawar was
seen abruptly exiting the dais
when Maharashtra party
president Jayant Patil rose to
speak. This prompted Mr. Pa-
war’s supporters at the con-
vention to raise slogans de-
manding that ‘Dada’, as the
Baramati MLA is popularly
known, be “allowed” to
speak.

Given the alleged tensions
between the two, Mr. Pa-
war’s apparent walkout
sparked rumours of a rift
within the NCP. However, Mr.
Pawar on Monday said the
media had blown things out
of proportion.

“It was our party’s nation-
al conference and State presi-
dent Mr. Patil presented the
party’s position. There were
other leaders who were wait-
ing to speak... even senior
leaders like Sunil Tatkare and
Vandana Chavan could not
speak. Also, everybody want-
ed to hear our national presi-
dent Sharad Pawar saheb’s
speech. I had gone to the
washroom and it was pre-
sented in the media that I

was unhappy,” he said.
“I am not upset. Do I have

to give that undertaking on
stamp paper? Why doesn’t
the media present its reports
based on facts?” said Mr. Pa-
war, who was missing when
his name was called out as
the penultimate speaker. He
returned to the dais when his
uncle Mr. Sharad Pawar was
making the closing remarks.

“My party has never ne-
glected me. I am not angry or
disappointed.... It has given
me key posts. I was earlier
made the Deputy CM, now I
am the Leader of the Opposi-
tion,” he told reporters.

Among those who ad-
dressed the convention were
senior leaders P.C. Chacko,
Chhagan Bhujbal, Supriya
Sule, Amol Kolhe and Fouzia
Khan. 

The loudest cheers came
for Mr. Pawar when Ms. Sule
praised his handling of the
Finance Ministry in Maha-

rashtra during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Tumultuous history
While known as an efficient
administrator and tough
taskmaster, Mr. Pawar has
been the ‘stormy petrel’ of
the NCP. Mr. Sharad Pawar
had to use his iron will in the
past to rein in his recalci-
trant nephew’s attempts to
assert his clout within the
party.

In 2012, Mr. Pawar had
plunged the Congress-NCP
coalition government into
turmoil after he and 19 NCP
Ministers submitted their re-
signations to Congress lead-
er and the then Chief Minis-
ter Prithviraj Chavan.

The move came following
allegations of irregularities
in the grant of project appro-
vals worth ₹20,000 crore
when Mr. Pawar was the
State Water Resources Minis-
ter. However, after barely
three months, he was ap-
pointed as the Deputy CM af-
ter a White Paper on irriga-
tion projects gave him a
‘clean chit’.

Following the 2019 As-
sembly election, Mr. Pawar
again startled the State
when he was sworn in as De-
puty CM and the BJP’s De-
vendra Fadnavis took oath
as Chief Minister in an early
morning ceremony at the
Raj Bhavan on November 23.

Again, Mr. Sharad Pawar’s

iron hand prevailed and the
party failed to split despite
his nephew’s temporary de-
fection. Mr. Pawar resigned
as the Deputy CM in less than
80 hours. Mr. Pawar was
then sworn in as the Deputy
CM in the tripartite Uddhav
Thackeray-led Maha Vikas
Aghadi government. 

Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde on Mon-
day tried to add fuel to the
fire by stating that Mr. Patil
had deliberately not allowed
Mr. Pawar to address the na-
tional convention. Mr.
Shinde said Mr. Patil wanted
to become the LoP, but Mr.
Pawar had used his “power”
to keep him away.

“This is their internal mat-
ter,” he said at a rally at Paith-
an in Aurangabad district. 

Mr. Shinde also clarified
his stand over Mr. Patil’s re-
marks questioning his pre-
sence at the felicitation of
Chief Justice of India U.U. La-
lit. “We went to the function
on invitation. If anyone from
our land (Maharashtra) rises
to the top position, I think it
is a matter of pride and hap-
piness for all of us,” he said.

The Opposition had ques-
tioned the CM’s presence at
the event at a time the Su-
preme Court is hearing the
pleas of the rebel Sena
camps led by him and Udd-
hav Thackeray on a host of
issues.

(With PTI inputs)

After ‘silence’ at NCP meet, Ajit
quashes rumours of rift in party
Senior leader blames media for twisting facts; CM Shinde ‘adds fuel to the fire’

Shoumojit Banerjee

Pune

I am not upset, says Ajit
Pawar. * PTI

The family members of R. Ja-
ganathan of Kalipalayam,
who was killed after being
run over by a truck, allegedly
for exposing the functioning
of illegal stone quarries in
Karur district of Tamil Nadu,
refused to accept the body
for the second day on Mon-
day. 

Talks initiated with the fa-
mily and a group of social ac-
tivists failed to break the dea-
dlock. Demanding a
compensation of ₹1 crore to

the family of the victim,
some social activists staged a
protest in front of the Go-
vernment Medical College
Hospital, where Jaganathan’s
body had been kept after the
completion of a post-mortem
on Sunday. 

Led by R.S. Mugilan, con-
vener, Tamil Nadu Environ-
ment Protection Movement,
and P. Gunasekaran, general
secretary, Samaniya Makkal
Katchi, the activists held a
condolence meeting in front
of the mortuary, where the
speakers recollected the role

of Jaganathan in exposing the
exploitation of natural re-
sources by stone and sand
quarries. 

The protesters told the
police they would accept the
body only after the State go-
vernment announced a fi-
nancial relief of ₹1 crore to
his family. They also de-
manded a government job
for a member of his family.

Condemning the murder,
the Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) cadre staged a
demonstration at K. Para-
mathi on Monday. M. Jyotiba-

su, district secretary, and se-
nior functionaries took part. 

Meanwhile, PMK presi-
dent Anbumani Ramadoss
demanded a probe into the
murder. He said the perpe-
trators of the crime could
have strong connections, go-
ing by the brazen manner in
which the murder was com-
mitted, adding that all those
responsible should be arrest-
ed. 

The Makkal Needhi Maiam
said those fighting corrup-
tion should be given proper
protection.

Slain activist’s family refuses to accept body
Talks fail to break the deadlock over demand for ₹1 crore as compensation 
Special correspondent

KARUR (TAMIL NADU)

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan
on Sunday described Prime
Minister Narendra Modi as a
global leader who has en-
sured that the world cannot
function without India.

“Today, wherever you go
in the world, Modi ji has en-
hanced India’s honour, res-
pect and pride to such a level
that the world cannot func-
tion without India today. Mr.
Modi isn’t just India’s leader,
he is a global leader,” said
Mr. Chouhan at a seminar on
the recently released book
Modi@20: Dreams Meeting
Delivery in Indore.

He was comparing India’s
global image under Mr. Modi
and his predecessor, Dr.
Manmohan Singh of the
Congress.

Reacting to it, the Con-

gress said the Chief Minister
was making such a state-
ment because there was a
buzz around leadership
change in the State and Mr.
Chouhan wanted to keep the
top leadership of the BJP in
good humour.

“The buzz is CM Shivraj
ji’s chair is feeling the tre-
mors of an earthquake. The
intensity of the earthquake
is 5.6, while the PM resi-

dence in Delhi is said to be
the epicentre. This is why
the CM is saying that without
PM Modi, the world can’t
move,” tweeted M.P. Con-
gress spokesperson Sangee-
ta Sharma.

Ms. Sharma was referring
to the rumours of a change
of guard in Bhopal that have
hit the headlines over the
last fortnight.

Recently, the party had al-

so pointed out the growing
bonhomie between Union
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
and BJP national general se-
cretary Kailash Vijayvargiya
– the former came down
from the dais to receive the
latter during an award func-
tion – as an indicator of
change. 

The two were in opposing
camps when it came to crick-
et administration in the
State.

Mr. Scindia and his son
Mahaaryaman had earlier al-
so paid a surprise visit to Mr.
Vijayvargiya’s residence in
Indore.

Two Cabinet Ministers,
both supporters of Mr. Scin-
dia, expressing their displea-
sure over the administration
had also been lapped up by
the Opposition to claim that
all was not well in the go-
vernment.

M.P. CM compared India’s global image under Modi and his predecessor

Special Correspondent

Raipur

M.P. CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan during the release of a book
on Prime Minister Narendra Modi. * FILE PHOTO

Chouhan praises PM, Cong. sees bid to save chair 

The Union Home Ministry
on Monday recommended
a CBI probe into the death
of BJP leader Sonali Pho-
gat, following a request by
Goa Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant. Phogat was found
dead in Goa on August 22-
23 night. The MHA’s move
came after Mr. Sawant
wrote to Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah request-
ing a CBI probe.

CBI to probe
Phogat’s death
Press Trust of India

New Delhi



The Odisha government
authorities and private min-
ers colluded to deliberately
reflect the quality of iron ore
as low grade causing mas-
sive loss to the State exche-
quer, BJP Member of Parlia-
ment Aparajita Sarangi said
here on Monday.

Armed with data on how
iron ore grades in different
privately held mines were
changed to gain undue ad-
vantage on average sale
price (ASP), Ms. Sarangi said
the Central government had
also expressed deep con-
cern over massive irregulari-
ties taking place in the min-
ing sector of Odisha. 

“There is massive corrup-
tion and loss to the State ex-
chequer to the tune of thou-
sands of crores due to the
collusion between the State
government machinery and
private miners during the
handling of private mines,”
the BJP leader charged.

Low-grade iron ore
Ore containing 58% iron
content and below is consi-
dered low grade and gener-
ally priced much lower than
lumpy ore which fetches
higher price. Miners bid for
mines as per ASP published
by the Indian Bureau of
Mines from time to time.

The lessee or the auction
holder gives 15% of ASP as
royalty to the State govern-
ment, 2% to the Centre and
the National Mineral Explo-
ration Trust and 10% to the
District Mineral Fund.

The BJP’s national spokes-
person said in 2019-2020,
during the pre-auction pe-
riod, the proportion of low-
grade ore in mines used to
be substantially low. Howev-

er, after auction the new
miners working on the same
mines started showing dis-
proportionately higher vol-
ume of low-grade ore. 

“The quality of iron ore in
privately held mines
changed drastically. How is
it possible? Is it possible
without collusion of the
State government and its
machinery?” said Ms.
Sarangi.

“There is a deliberate at-
tempt to show higher pro-
duction of low-grade ore,
even from mines which are
known traditionally for pro-
ducing high-grade ore,” she
said.

The BJP leader alleged
that the total loss to the ex-
chequer could be to the tune
of ₹1,587.9 crore due to
change in grade of iron ore. 

“It was expected that af-
ter the Shah Commission re-
port about illegal mining in
Odisha, the State govern-
ment would make sincere at-
tempt to check the irregular-
ities. But the corruption and
irregularities, instead of be-
ing checked, found new
ways under the Biju Janata
Dal government,” she said.

‘Quality of iron ore shown low grade’

Satyasundar Barik

Bhubaneswar

BJP leader Aparajita Sarangi
alleged loss to exchequer
could be to the tune of
₹1,587.9 crore due to change
in grade of iron ore. * FILE

BJP alleges ‘massive
graft’ in Odisha’s
privately held mines
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CPI(M) legislator A.N. Sham-
seer was elected Speaker of
the Kerala Assembly on
Monday.

Mr. Shamseer, who was
the Left Democratic Front
(LDF) candidate in the elec-
tion to the post, defeated
Congress MLA and United
Democratic Front (UDF) can-
didate Anwar Sadat by 96 to
40 votes. Mr. Shamseer’s vic-
tory was expected as the LDF
has 99 seats against 41 of the
UDF in the House.

Mr. Shamseer succeeds
his party colleague M.B. Ra-
jesh as the Speaker. The post
fell vacant after the latter re-
placed M.V. Govindan as Mi-
nister for Local Self-Govern-
ment following a rejig in the
Pinarayi Vijayan Ministry.

Mr. Govindan had stepped
down as Minister to take ov-
er as State secretary of the
CPI(M).

Mr. Shamseer, who repre-
sents the Thalassery consti-
tuency in Kannur district, is
the 24th Speaker of the Kera-
la Assembly.

Deputy Speaker Chit-
tayam Gopakumar oversaw
the election held at the Le-
gislative Assembly. Polling
began at 10 a.m. and ended
at 10.33 a.m. Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan was the first
to cast the vote. On the LDF
side, the Deputy Speaker did

not vote. Minister for Water
Resources Roshy Augustine
and Aroor MLA Daleema Jojo
on the LDF side, and Manjeri
MLA U.A. Latheef on the
UDF side did not vote as they
were out of station.

Entry into politics
Hailing from Thalassery, Mr.
Shamseer, 45, entered polit-
ics through the SFI. He later
held the posts of State secre-
tary and all-India joint secre-
tary of the SFI and State pre-
sident of the DYFI. Mr.
Shamseer was first elected to
the Kerala Assembly in 2016
from Thalassery.

The CPI(M) fielded him
from the Vadakara consti-
tuency in the 2014 Lok Sabha
elections, but he lost to Mul-
lappally Ramachandran of
the Congress.

Mr. Shamseer, who is a
postgraduate in Law and An-
thropology, is married to
P.M. Sahala. The couple has
a son.

Shamseer elected Kerala Speaker
He defeats UDF’s
Anwar Sadat by 
96 to 40 votes
Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

New role: A.N. Shamseer with Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan and
Opposition leader V.D. Satheesan in the Assembly on Monday.

Amid the spiralling number
of stray dog attacks, Kerala
Minister for Local Self Go-
vernments M.B. Rajesh on
Monday announced an ac-
tion plan to address the is-
sue, following a high-level
meeting with officials of the
Local Self-Government,
Health, and Animal Husban-
dry departments.

The multi-pronged plan
involves a massive vaccina-
tion drive for stray dogs, set-
ting up of dog shelters in all
panchayats and blocks, and
clearing up of waste dumps
from public spaces. 

The volunteer force,
which was formed in the af-
termath of floods and the CO-
VID-19 outbreak, will be

reactivated for the vaccina-
tion drive, Mr. Rajesh told a
press conference after the
meeting.

“The intensive vaccina-
tion drive, which will begin
on September 20, is expect-
ed to be completed within

one month. The State at pre-
sent has a stock of six lakh
doses of vaccines. More dos-
es will be procured,” he said.

“We have to approach this
at two levels. Right now, we
are focusing on emergency
measures to address the fear

among the public, arising
due to the deaths from dog
bites. The massive vaccina-
tion drive is aimed at ad-
dressing this fear. The drive
will start off with our trained
dog catchers, but their num-
bers are not sufficient. Those
who are willing from among
our volunteer force and peo-
ple made available by Ku-
dumbashree will be trained
for this purpose with the
help of the veterinary univer-
sity,” the Minister said. 

The State government
would also approach the Su-
preme Court against a High
Court order which barred
Kudumbashree from being
part of the Animal Birth Con-
trol (ABC) programme. The
government would also ap-
peal the apex court for per-

mission to cull rabies-affect-
ed and violent stray dogs. 

Mr. Rajesh said the go-
vernment would also ex-
plore the possibilities of ad-
ministering oral vaccination
through the food being pro-
vided to stray dogs, as it was
impractical to catch and vac-
cinate all stray dogs. Experts
from the field pointed to suc-
cessful oral vaccination
drives conducted in Goa and
Chandigarh. 

The vaccination drive for
pet dogs would also progress
simultaneously, with an aim
to complete vaccination be-
fore October 30. Special
camps would be organised, if
needed. Application for pet
dog licence would be made
available in the citizen por-
tal.

Action plan to address stray dog menace 
Kerala government to move top court for permission to cull rabies-affected and violent stray dogs

Wrong move: A woman feeding strays in Kozhikode though the
Corporation has imposed curbs on the activity. * K. RAGESH

Staff Reporter

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Loud and clear: Amaravati farmers began their second phase of ‘maha padayatra’ on Monday. They have been opposing the
three-capital move of the Andhra Pradesh government and demand to keep Amaravati as the capital. * KVS GIRI 
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Hitting the roads

A village named Alukkal
near Areekode witnessed a
unique sporting event that
brought curtains down on
Onam celebrations in the
region. The event named
Chalikkalam 2022 beckoned
holiday crowds to witness
several unique games
conducted in mud.

The newly opened
Perunkadavu bridge at
Kuniyil brought villagers of
Areekode and
Keezhuparamba panchayats
to witness some of the
hilarious games over the
weekend. The spectators
laughed their heads off as
the contestants slipped and
fell in the mud, smearing
themselves in mud.

Among the games that

evoked maximum cheer
from crowds were
blind-folded duck catching
in the mud, pillow fighting
in the mud, running in the
mud, and tug of war in the
mud. None of those games
was unfamiliar to the crowd,

but it was their first
experience in the mud.

“Even for us the
organisers, the games
evoked much laughter. It
was great fun and
memorable,” said Fazil V.C.,
vice-president of the Young

Men’s Sports and Arts
(YMSA) Club, which
conducted the event.

YMSA Club has been
functional for about 40
years. “But this was our first
experience in mud for
Onam,” said Mr. Fazil.

Abhinav, a polytechnic
student from Alukkal, won
the first prize in the duck
catching competition.
Blind-folded, Mr. Abhinav
took more than five minutes
to catch the duck placed in
an enclosure in the mud.
Spectators laughed as the
contestants went after a
lone duck in the muddy
water. The winner got the
duck as a gift.

The pillow fight by sitting
on a slippery pole erected in
the mud provided a funny
and memorable experience

both for the participants
and the spectators. Rashad
from Alukkal emerged the
winner by beating all other
contestants with his pillow.

Another individual
contest that evoked much
laughter was a 50-metre
race through the mud after
being made to go round a
stool many times.
Contestants appeared
disoriented after rotating
and they fell invariably in
the mud.

The tug of war conducted
in the mud stole the show as
several village teams vied for
the first prize. Unlike the
usual tug of war, none was
in control as they pulled
each other in mud.

“In mud, getting a firm
grip or stand is nearly
impossible,” said Mr. Fazil.
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Mud games bring curtains on Onam in Kerala hamlet

Abdul Latheef Naha

MALAPPURAM

Unique games, including duck catching and pillow fighting, entertain crowds in Alukkal village 

Muddy fight: A tug of war competition held as part of the
Chalikkalam 2022 festival in Malappuram. * SAKEER HUSSAIN 

Ahead of his plans to float a
national political party, Te-
langana Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao, who is
also the president of Telan-
gana Rashtra Samithi (TRS),
has stepped up attack
against the Centre and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, this time from the
floor of the Assembly.

While speaking on a short
discussion on Central Elec-
tricity Bill in the Assembly
on Monday, he alleged that
the BJP government’s prac-
tise of divisive and commu-
nal politics is leading the
country towards foodgrains
crisis, unabated inflation,

rising prices, falling rupee
value and falling of stature
before the international
community.

Apparently referring to
the Prime Minister as “vish-
waguru” repeatedly in his
over 90-minute reply, the
Chief Minister said in spite of

making tall claims of “Make
in India” the country was
forced to depend on China
for shaving blades, nail cut-
ters, crackers, kite-flying
thread (manja) and even na-
tional flags. He alleged that
writing off corporates’ debt
of ₹12 lakh crore by terming
them as NPAs (non-perform-
ing assets) was a scam.

Alleging that the larger
conspiracy behind the
Centre’s policies, including
power reforms, was to make
farmers give up agriculture
with the burden of costs and
pave way for entry of private
companies for taking up
farming and ultimately con-
trolling the price of food, he
said.

Chief Minister alleges conspiracy behind power reforms 

Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD

K. Chandrasekhar Rao

KCR steps up attack on Centre
from floor of Telangana House 

Former Minister and Koppal
District Congress president
Shivaraj Tangadagi on Mon-
day alleged that the Karnata-
ka BJP government was
shielding Kanakagiri MLA
Basavaraj Dhadesugur even
after an audio clip in which
the MLA was heard admit-
ting to have accepted ₹15
lakh for getting a Police Sub
Inspector’s (PSI) post to a
candidate went viral.

He alleged that 15 candi-
dates in Kanakagiri paid
bribes for getting the PSI job.
Mr. Thangadagi warned that
he would undertake a pa-
dayatra from Kanakagiri to
Bengaluru demanding the
arrest of Mr. Dhadesugur.

Many candidates who
paid bribes to the govern-
ment were scared of coming
to the media and were in-

forming the public about the
level of corruption in PSI re-
cruitment, Mr. Thangadagi
told presspersons here.

Congress MLA Priyank
Kharge said the legal wing of
the party would file a public
interest litigation in the High
Court of Karnataka seeking a
fair probe in the alleged mul-
ti-crore scam. 

In the audio clip, which
went viral on September 5,
Parasappa, the father of the

PSI post aspirant, demands
Mr. Dhadesugur to return
₹15 lakh that he had given
about one-and-a-half years
ago for getting the post for
his son. Mr. Dhadesugur is
heard admitting to having
accepted the money and
promises to return it. 

The telephonic conversa-
tion clearly indicates Mr.
Dhadesugur’s involvement
in the scam, which is being
probed by the CID, he said.

BJP legislators have be-
come brokers to the Minis-
ters, Mr. Kharge alleged. He
said the MLA had not been
summoned by Chief Minis-
ter Basavaraj Bommai, who
was the Home Minister
when the scam broke out.

Meanwhile, replying to a
query, Mr. Bommai said he
did not know whether it was
an audio or video clip and it
would be examined.

Audio of MLA admitting to have accepted bribe goes viral
Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

Shivaraj Tangadagi

Karnataka government shielding 
BJP MLA in PSI scam: Congress 

The first flood warning for
the Godavari river has
been issued after the water
level crossed the 43.20-
foot mark at Bhadrachalam
in Telangana at 3.15 p.m.
on Monday.

The officials said that the
inflows are expected to go
up.

175 gates lifted
At Sir Arthur Cotton Bar-
rage at Dowleswaram, all
175 gates have been lifted to
release 7.05 lakh cusescs of
water. More than 2,600 cu-
secs of water is being di-
verted into the canals,
while the rest is being re-
leased into the sea. 

The first flood warning
will be issued at Dowleswa-
ram once the inflows cross
the 10-lakh cusecs mark.

All officials are on alert
in the entire Godavari re-
gion, the authorities said.

Flood warning
issued at
Bhadrachalam 
Staff Reporter

RAJAMAHENDRAVARAM

IN BRIEF

Jagan orders audits of
Nadu-Nedu schools 
VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy has ordered monthly
audits of schools revamped
under the Nadu-Nedu scheme
to take stock of the facilities
and their upkeep. Chairing a
review meeting on Monday,
Mr. Reddy said the audit
should also cover utilisation
of maintenance fund.

Following the recent flood-
ing and large-scale damag-
es in Bengaluru, the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like (BBMP) started an anti-
encroachment drive to re-
move illegal structures that
have come up on storm-
water drains in several
areas of the Mahadevapura
zone.

The civic body came
down heavily on the en-
croachers coinciding with
the commencement of the
10-day monsoon session of
the Karnataka State legisla-
ture on Monday. 

BBMP officials began the
anti-encroachment exer-
cise at 15 places in Mahade-
vapura, which were alleg-
edly causing flooding.

Raghavendra, Assistant
Executive Engineer, (Maha-
devapura Zone) said, “We
have surveyed and identi-
fied the SWD encroach-
ments to remove struc-
tures on drains that were
choking the flow of
rainwater.”

The BBMP is also remov-
ing structures on a school
playground and garden
which had encroached on
storm-water drains. 

BBMP Chief Commis-
sioner Tushar Giri Nath
said all the properties
marked as illegal encroach-
ment had been served not-
ices and action was being
taken as per the Revenue
Act. 

Meanwhile, a document
by the BBMP dated August
17 showed that at least 15 IT
parks and developers have
allegedly encroached
SWDs in Mahadevapura
zone. A senior BBMP offi-
cial told The Hindu: “A not-
ice has been issued to these
builders and soon we will
conduct an anti-encroach-
ment drive against them.”

Bengaluru
civic body 
acts against
encroachers
Staff Reporter

Bengaluru

Bodies of 4 who drowned
during festival retrieved 
KAKINADA

The bodies of four persons,
who drowned in two separate
incidents during the
immersion of Ganesha idols in
Andhra Pradesh on Sunday,
were found off the Uppada
beach and Pithapuram Branch
Canal on Monday.
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EDITORIAL

A push back
Russian forces ceding
ground in the Kharkiv
region to Ukrainian forces
signals a minor victory for
Kyiv in the 200-day war.
However, what is cause for
grave concern is the state of
the giant nuclear power
plant in Zaporizhzhia,
Ukraine. The world cannot
afford to have a great
nuclear catastrophe and
every effort must be made
to secure and stabilise it.
N.J. Ravi Chander,

Bengaluru

■ That Ukraine is making
some small gains will send
out the signal that

occupation of another’s land
is not welcome. The world
needs to end this war. 
J. Eden Alexander,

Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu

Yatra and politics
The moot point is whether
the ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ will
strike a chord in the
common man. Other than
boosting the sagging morale
of the State-level party
bosses, these road shows
serve no earthly purpose.
There is no doubt that the
‘Oust Modi’ campaign among
the Opposition is gaining
steam, but it seems the fire is
being lit too early to sustain
the heat till 2024. Public

memory is always short as
the tempo generated only at
the time of elections
determines how the political
wind sways the mood-swings
of the electorate.
Sivamani Vasudevan,

Chennai

■ By now it is clear that
Opposition unity is likely to
remain a mirage. Of course,
the ruling party has to be cut
to size and the government
at the Centre has to be much
more representative of
diverse aspirations. However,
the best way to achieve this
is to work quietly in order to
achieve this objective. Too
much publicity is not a good

thing for partnerships.
Preetha Salil,

Mumbai

Erasing ‘symbols
If Rajpath is a ‘symbol of
slavery’, so too are a
thousand other things that
took shape during the Raj:
the railways, postal network,
the armed forces, the police,
the legislature, the judiciary,
the executive, the entire
administrative set up. The
list can go on as there would
be no end to the ‘symbols of
slavery’. We cannot keep
erasing these ‘symbols’. Such
‘emotive points’ are a cover
for wasteful expenditure,
and a ploy to forestall any

Asian champion
For a country beset by
political turmoil and an
economic meltdown, the
triumph in the Asia Cup is a
shot in the arm and serves as
a morale booster for the
emerald island. Sri Lanka is a
strong bowling outfit and
comprehensively beat
Pakistan. A lesson for the
Men in Blue: bowler-all
rounders who can chip in
with the bat like Wanindu
Hasaranga, Chamika
Karunaratne and Dasun
Shanaka are the need. 
A.V. Narayanan,

Tiruchi, Tamil Nadu

opposition to fancy projects,
which are a confusion when
it comes to priorities.
R. Thomas Paul,

Bengaluru

Hike in power tariff
The steep increase in the
power tariff announced by
the Tamil Nadu government
is an unwarranted act
especially when people are
already finding it extremely
difficult to make both ends
meet due to the rise in
essential commodities. The
billing mode needs to be
reset too — a long-standing
request of consumers.
Shalini Gerald,

Chennai

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

To read more letters
online, scan the QR code

Prabhash Ranjan

S
eventy-five years of India’s In-
dependence is an occasion to
not just rejoice in our accom-

plishments but also to introspect
on our failings. While a wide varie-
ty of issues have been discussed
from this vantage point, an analy-
sis of India’s tryst with internation-
al law has not been undertaken.

Despite international law being
ruler’s law and its euro-centric
character, India did not jettison it
at the time of its independence. In-
dia’s Constitution makers saw the
value of international law and thus
provided in Article 51 that the state
shall foster respect for internation-
al law. At the same time, under the
leadership of Jawaharlal Nehru, In-
dia made it abundantly clear that
the emergence of post-colonial
States has transmuted the ‘geogra-
phy’ of international law. India as-
serted its sovereignty and cham-
pioned the principle of
self-determination in international
law including by playing a key role
in organising the first Asian-Afri-
can Conference at Bandung in
1955, proclaiming that colonialism
should “speedily be brought to an
end”.

Since those days, India has re-
mained steadfastly committed to
the UN Charter and has always ad-
vocated the peaceful settlement of
international disputes. Over the
years, India’s engagement with in-
ternational law norms in multiple

fields such as human rights, trade,
investment, environment, ocean,
space, etc. has expanded vastly.
India has played an active role in
shaping international law on terro-
rism by proposing a Comprehen-
sive Convention on International
Terrorism (CCIT), and recently in-
itiated the International Solar Al-
liance (ISA), a bold attempt to in-
fluence international
environmental law.

Absence of lawfare
Notwithstanding these achieve-
ments, India’s engagement with
international law has been margi-
nal, especially in articulating its
national interests internationally.
Unlike their western counterparts
who justify the conduct of interna-
tional relations by embedding it in
the language of international law
to gain legitimacy for their actions,
India’s generalist diplomats and
policy-makers rarely employ the
international law vocabulary ex-
tensively. The most obvious exam-
ple of this is India’s failure to use
the international law vocabulary
to call out Chinese transgressions
of India’s sovereignty.

A similar pattern emerges in In-
dia’s dealing with Pakistan. An im-
portant example is India’s state-
ment as part of the right of reply in
September 2021 in the United Na-
tions. In this statement, India
rightly rubbished Pakistan’s false-
hoods against India on the issue of
Kashmir and made a case of Pakis-
tan sponsoring terrorism. Strange-
ly, the Indian statement did not
once mention ‘international law’,
forget citing Pakistan’s specific
breaches of the treaty and custom-
ary international law. Barring a
few instances such as suing Pakis-

tan at the International Court of
Justice in the Kulbhushan Jadhav
case, India has not used interna-
tional courts to hold Pakistan ac-
countable for its breach of interna-
tional law. The most striking
example is India’s failure to legally
challenge Pakistan’s denial of most
favoured nation status to India at
the World Trade Organization.

This failure to mainstream the
lexicon of international law in the
diplomatic toolkit has resulted in
India’s failure to develop and con-
tribute new international law doc-
trines, interpretations, and princi-
ples that suit its national interests,
barring a few initiatives such as the
CCIT and ISA.

Institutional bottlenecks
A major reason for India’s failure
to effectively employ the interna-
tional law vocabulary is that its fo-
reign service is heavily populated
by generalist diplomats who are
wedded to the theories of interna-
tional relations. The only section
in the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) that looks at international
law is the legal and treaties (L&T)
division. But this division is grossly
understaffed. As in a 2021 report
of the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on External Affairs, the
L&T division has a strength of 13

offices as opposed to an approved
strength of 23. Furthermore, one
is unsure of the quality of talent
that the L&T division is able to at-
tract because there are far greater
incentives for an international la-
wyer to join the government as a
generalist diplomat than as a tech-
nocrat. Adding insult to injury is
the fragmentation of decision-
making in international law with
the involvement of several Minis-
tries such as finance, commerce,
law, environment, etc. dealing
with different facets of interna-
tional law. To overcome the frag-
mentation-related problems, a
parliamentary committee report
in 2016 recommended the crea-
tion of a ‘department of interna-
tional law’ under the Law Minis-
try. But precious little has been
done so far.

Academic obstructions
Academically, international law
has largely remained a neglected
discipline in the last 75 years,
which explains poor state-capaci-
ty in this area. Notwithstanding
the presence of a few outstanding
international law professors, our
universities have not invested
much in the development of the
discipline. The Government has
failed to fund research in interna-
tional law. Realising India’s abys-
mal capacity in international law,
the report of the parliamentary
committee in 2021 recommended
that the MEA establish chairs for
research in international law in
universities. The MEA funds re-
search centres such as the Indian
Council of World Affairs (ICWA).
But the ICWA focuses largely on
the study of international rela-
tions, not international law. China,

on the other hand, has poured in
massive resources to build the ca-
pacity of its universities in interna-
tional law, which has benefited the
Chinese government as well.

The Indian Society of Interna-
tional Law (ISIL), established in
1959, was supposed to become a
centre of excellence for research
in international law. However, ISIL
has failed in producing worth-
while research in international
law. Its flagship journal, the Indian
Journal of International Law (IJIL),
is nowhere close to the top inter-
national law journals in the world
despite being over 60 years old. In
contrast, the Chinese Journal of In-
ternational Law launched just two
decades back, is one of the top-
ranked journals in the world.
While ISIL organises events on in-
ternational law, there is a conspic-
uous drop in quality and rigour.

Unlike in other countries, there
is hardly any truck between the in-
ternational law professors and the
Government on pressing interna-
tional law challenges. Internation-
al law academicians, on their part,
have failed to popularise interna-
tional law. This is in stark contrast
to academicians in international
relations and social sciences who
write for the masses, not just for
specialised audiences.

India’s ambition of punching
above its weight in international
affairs cannot be accomplished
without its investing in interna-
tional law. Let us hope that those
who sit in South Block act
expeditiously.

Prabhash Ranjan is a Professor and Vice

Dean, Jindal Global Law School, 

O.P. Jindal Global University. The views

expressed are personal

India has lost its way in the use of international law 
Unlike in the West, its generalist diplomats and policy-makers rarely employ the international law vocabulary extensively 
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T
he current level of interest in
the Indian National Congress
party is attributable to two

events: the start of the Bharat Jodo
Yatra, in which Rahul Gandhi is
leading marchers for 150 days
from Kanniyakumari to Kashmir in
a bid to “unite India”, and the an-
nouncement of elections to the
Presidency of the party over a pe-
riod of four weeks, culminating on
October 19.

Stemming the tide
Both developments promise to
shift media commentary away
from the habitual hand-wringing
over the party’s failure to improve
its electoral vote share since 2014
and its repeated loss of State As-
sembly elections in recent years.
They were much needed. It is true
that the Congress has bounced
back from similar setbacks in the
past — electorally, after defeats in
1977 and 1989, politically after a
trough between 1996 and 2004,
and even after the tragic assassina-
tions of Indira Gandhi and Rajiv
Gandhi, in 1984 and 1991 (both of
which were immediately followed
by general election victories for
the Congress). But the crisis of
seemingly aimless drift that fol-
lowed the resignation of Rahul
Gandhi as President after the elec-
tion loss of 2019 has dragged on
for more than three years, and
here, finally, are two measures to
arrest it.

In many ways the Congress par-
ty is engaged in an existential
struggle, to defend the idea of In-
dia enshrined in the Constitution.
The Bharat Jodo Yatra is a hugely
important contribution to this ef-

fort; the ongoing march, and inte-
ractions with common citizens
along the way, could help define
and shape the message. But the
struggle for India’s soul will not
cease after the yatra ends. While
the Congress is working with eve-
ryone, including other parties (it
was the Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam leader and Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister, M.K. Stalin, who
launched the yatra by symbolical-
ly handing over the national flag to
Rahul Gandhi), non-political indi-
viduals and civil society groups,
any such major activity underta-
ken by a political party, undoubt-
edly, has a political message. And
that message is that the Congress
is the party that can unite India
and stop the process of dividing
Indians on the basis of religion,
caste and language — a process
that is being zealously promoted
by the ruling party.

‘Name-changing’ government
The success of the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) in foregrounding
Hindutva as its leitmotiv, while ap-
propriating for itself the populist
welfarism that had been the hall-
mark of previous Congress govern-
ments, makes it all the more ur-
gent for the Congress to define and
shape its message. To my mind,
that can only be one of “Inclusive
India” — an India that works for all,
irrespective of religion, region,
language or caste, as opposed to
the “Hindi, Hindu, Hindustan” cry
of the Sangh Parivar. As for wel-
fare, there are two arguments the
Congress can put forward: first,
that its welfare projects were
based on an understanding of In-
dians as rights-bearing citizens en-
titled to these benefits, whereas
the BJP government sees them on-
ly as beneficiaries who are sup-
posed to be “grateful” to the Prime
Minister and his party for bestow-
ing his (albeit taxpayer-funded)
largesse upon them. And second,
that while both United Progressive

Alliance and the National Demo-
cratic Alliance opened bank ac-
counts, made welfare payments
and ran development pro-
grammes, the Congress not only
devised most of these schemes
first but oversaw them through
competent Ministers and adminis-
trators, of whom the party still has
an abundance. The BJP has merely
taken them over and renamed
them. They have been a name-
changing government, not a game-
changing government.

The presidential election
Turning to the party presidential
election, it is an internal exercise,
but it also represents an opportun-
ity to ignite widespread public in-
terest in the Congress and to gal-
vanise its party workers. Now that
the Gandhi family has chosen to
step aside from the election, the
prospect of a number of candi-
dates putting forward their visions
for the party and the nation, and
submitting themselves to a demo-
cratic vote, is stimulating. It also
points to the fact that no other In-
dian political party has a compara-
ble process to determine its future
leadership, and by adhering to its
Constitution, the Congress can set
a standard that may finally drag
other parties into the sunlight of
internal democracy.

The key challenge remains that
whoever is elected, the Congress
will have to find a way to appeal
beyond the 19% of the electorate
that voted for the party in both
2014 and 2019 and may be consi-
dered the hard-core “true believ-

ers” in the party. The party has to
find a way to appeal to those who
did not vote for it in those two
elections and drifted away to the
BJP, most of whom did so for rea-
sons other than Hindutva. This
would require a leader who looks
beyond history to speak to the as-
pirations of young India — one
who firmly believes the party can
set the country on the route to a
better society, one that is ready to
take on the opportunities offered
by the world of the 21st century.

If the new president is purely an
organisational person, while he or
she may be able to lead the work-
ers and strengthen the founda-
tions of the party, they may be un-
able to galvanise wider interest
and bring in the support of more
voters to the party. If the president
is a charismatic figure but has poor
organisational skills, while he or
she may be personally appealing
to the national electorate, they are
unlikely to find a fully supportive
party machinery to help translate
their charisma and natural appeal
into electoral results. The chal-
lenge for the Congress is both to
articulate a positive and aspira-
tional vision for the nation and to
fix the organisational and structu-
ral deficiencies that have impeded
its recent efforts.

The answer lies in a combina-
tion of effective leadership and or-
ganisational reform, to reduce the
“High Command” culture in the
party, decentralise authority and
truly empower the grassroots of-
fice-bearers of the party. There is
no reason, for instance, that Dis-
trict Congress chiefs must be ap-
proved by the party president in
New Delhi, nor for a Pradesh Con-
gress head to be answerable to a
general secretary breathing down
his neck from the national capital.
Re-imagining the organisation and
delegating powers to State leaders
will not only free the new leader
from the onerous burdens of over-
administration but also help

create the strong State leadership
that in past eras undergirded the
Congress’s national appeal.

Catalyst for reforms
In the context of a presidential
election, a fresh leader, who has
not been jaded by being en-
trenched within the current sys-
tem for too long, could emerge
who could do both — energise a
party that certainly needs it and at
the same time, appeal to more vo-
ters than the Congress managed to
during the last few elections. A de-
mocratic contest will bring vibran-
cy at all levels by prompting a
healthy and constructive discus-
sion on reforms — around propo-
sals like the decentralisation of
power and authority, giving State
units a free hand in the appoint-
ment of office-bearers and district
presidents, and repairing the
breakdown of consultative me-
chanisms within the Congress
through a democratic and collec-
tive decision-making process at
the national level (which would in-
volve reviving the Parliamentary
Board provided for in the party
Constitution as well as elections to
the Congress Working
Committee).

It can be done, and the Con-
gress can do it. The people of In-
dia, despairing of the BJP’s over-
weening dominance and
increasingly divisive governance,
need us to perform both “Bharat
Jodo”and “Congress Jodo”. The ya-
tra and the upcoming election are
both opportunities we must deci-
sively seize, in the national inter-
est. India deserves no less.

Shashi Tharoor, of the Congress party,

has been elected three times to the Lok

Sabha from Thiruvananthapuram. He is

Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing

Committee on Information & Technology

and founder-Chairman of the All India

Professionals’ Congress. He has authored

24 books, including a biography of Nehru

and a forthcoming life of Ambedkar

‘Bharat Jodo’ and ‘Congress Jodo’ as opportunities 
The despair over the overweening dominance of one party and its increasingly divisive governance needs to end 
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O
riginally pencilled in as the host, it was fitting
that Sri Lanka won the Asia Cup even if the
championship was held in the United Arab Emi-

rates (UAE). The debilitating economic crisis in the is-
land-nation meant that Sri Lanka had to shift the conti-
nental tournament’s base to the UAE but even in the
desert sands, Dasun Shanaka’s men felt at home. And
during Sunday’s final at the Dubai International Cricket
Stadium, Sri Lanka defied the odds to defeat Pakistan
by 23 runs. In a tournament where teams chasing have
often prevailed, Sri Lanka was struggling at 58 for five
before a rear-guard action from Bhanuka Rajapaksa and
Wanindu Hasaranga meant that the eventual champion
posted 170 for six in 20 overs. It was not a steep target
but summit clashes unleash excess pressure and Pakis-
tan failed to get past the wily Sri Lankans. Seamer Pra-
mod Madushan’s four wickets and spinner Hasaranga’s
all-round turn with three scalps, meant that Pakistan
wound up at 147. It may have been despair for Babar
Azam’s men but there is no mistaking the overall joy
that both the finalists gifted to their respective fans. If
Sri Lanka is yet to get over its financial issues back
home, Pakistan is struggling with severe floods that
have affected lives and struck at its economy. Surely,
cricket offered some cheer.

If Sri Lanka lost its first game against Afghanistan and
yet lasted the distance and won the title, the reverse
happened for India. In the preliminary rounds Rohit
Sharma’s men dominated; however, in the super-four
stage, India succumbed to both Pakistan and Sri Lanka
and even if Afghanistan was quelled, the exit door re-
mained open. Having won the Asia Cup on seven occa-
sions, the latest edition offered a sobering note to India.
The top order troika of Rohit, K.L. Rahul and Virat Kohli
need to fire in unison. Even if Kohli ended his century-
drought with a ton against Afghanistan, his return to
form was muddled with angst-laden quotes in a press
conference, where he spoke about his last days of na-
tional captaincy. A Kohli scoring runs is essential, but
equally, India needs the former skipper to forget past
grouses. In a year where even the Asia Cup, a traditional
ODI tournament, acquired a T20 garb all because of the
ICC T20 World Cup in Australia from October 16 to No-
vember 13, it is disconcerting that the Indian playing
eleven remains a work in progress. The squad for the
premier event was announced on Monday and it is good
that spearhead Jasprit Bumrah, having recovered from
his injury, is back while the injured Ravindra Jadeja mis-
ses out. The forthcoming T20Is against the visiting Aus-
tralians and South Africans should help the manage-
ment in fine-tuning its plans.

Well won 
Sri Lanka and Pakistan gave their fans back

home something to cheer about  

I
ndia is understandably upset with the U.S.’s decision
to refurbish the F-16 fighter fleet of Pakistan. The
fleet has been the backbone of the Pakistan Air

Force since the early 1980s, upgraded, and replenished
periodically. As the partnership between the two coun-
tries grew over the years, including and particularly in
the defence sector, India continuously raised its con-
cerns on this account with U.S. interlocutors. Succes-
sive U.S. administrations have maintained that the de-
fence partnership with Pakistan, which is a major
non-NATO ally, is a critical component of its global war
on terror — a point contested by India. In 2016, the U.S.
Congress stalled the Obama administration’s move to
give more F-16 fighters to Pakistan. New Delhi’s appre-
hensions came true in February 2019, a day after the
Balakot air strike by the Indian Air Force, when Pakis-
tan deployed its F-16s to target Indian military bases
close to the Line of Control. The Indian Army recovered
debris of the Advanced Medium Range Air-to-Air Mis-
sile fired by the F-16s. On September 7, the U.S. Defense
Security Cooperation Agency notified a possible Fo-
reign Military Sales worth $450 million for engine, elec-
tronic warfare and other hardware and software up-
grades and spares for Pakistan’s F-16s. Though it said
that the proposed sale does not include any new capa-
bilities, weapons, or munitions, the move clearly marks
a thaw in the U.S.’s attitude towards Pakistan. 

The External Affairs Ministry has chosen to maintain
its silence on the issue, unlike its public expression of
summoning the U.S. Ambassador in 2016. The U.S.
move strains its relationship with India which has been
making great strides, though it is not without obstacles.
New Delhi and Washington have been skilfully manag-
ing their differences over Afghanistan, the crisis in Uk-
raine, and the lingering threat of U.S. sanctions under
its Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanc-
tions Act. Washington’s new warmth with Islamabad al-
so comes amid a flurry of India-U.S. diplomatic and mil-
itary engagements. India and the U.S. have committed
to deepening defence and security cooperation, but the
indulgence of Pakistan dampens that spirit. The Trump
administration had tried to hold Pakistan accountable
for duplicity in its approach towards terrorist groups
operating from its territory, which amounts to running
with the hare and hunting with the hounds. To stay in
Afghanistan, the U.S. needed Pakistan; now to stay
away from Afghanistan it needs Pakistan even more.
While the U.S. may have its reasons to keep Pakistan hu-
moured and incentivised, India’s concerns are imme-
diate and real. Terrorism against India has been Pakis-
tan’s state policy for decades. Far from seeking
accountability, the U.S. is rewarding Pakistan, and
more on the same lines may in the offing. India and the
U.S. need to work to ensure that the spectacular gains
made in bilateral ties are preserved and nourished.

Three to tangle  
The Pakistan factor should not undermine

India’s close security ties with the U.S. 
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The Annual Administration Report of Bengal
for 1919 deals with many interesting sub-
jects. Referring to the non-co-operation
movement, the report says that in Bengal it
began in February with a conference held by
the Bengal Khilafat Committee. Two hartals
were declared but both were failures. As
there were considerable divergences of opi-
nion of various centres as to the policy of
non-co-operation early in September, a spe-
cial meeting of the Congress was held in Cal-
cutta where the principal plank was non-co-
operation. Bengal extremist leaders were
mostly in favour of a modification of Mr.
Gandhi’s non-co-operation resolution but
they were out-voted by a little more than two
to one and the resolution was carried. The
movement has however gathered very little
strength. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPT. 13, 1922

Bengal administration 

September is a hectic month in In-
dia’s diplomatic calendar. On Sep-
tember 5-6 in New Delhi, a ‘Senior
Officers Meeting’ was held of the
Quad, which comprises India, Aus-
tralia, Japan, and the U.S. On Sep-
tember 8, External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar and Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh and their Japanese coun-
terparts held the second India-Japan
‘2+2’ Foreign and Defence Ministerial
Meeting in Tokyo to take forward
strategic cooperation in areas such as
joint exercises, defence manufactur-
ing and emerging technologies.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
scheduled to attend the meeting of
the Council of Heads of State of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) in Samarkand in Uzbekistan on
September 15-16. This will be the first
in-person summit of the SCO since
the COVID-19 pandemic. This visit
will be watched closely by the West
and by India’s Quad partners for In-
dia’s engagement with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, as the Russian
war in Ukraine has completed more
than six months. This will also be the
first time that Mr. Modi will be meet-
ing Chinese President Xi Jinping face
to face, since the transgressions of
the People’s Liberation Army at the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) began in
April 2020. The Indian government
has said India and China will take up
remaining issues along the LAC when
the disengagement at Patrolling
Point 15 in Gogra-Hot Springs is com-
pleted; therefore, any contact with
the Chinese leader will be significant.
India will be assuming rotational pre-
sidency of the SCO at the end of the
Samarkand summit and will hold it
for a year until September 2023. It
will host the SCO summit next year.

It will also preside as President of
the United Nations Security Council
for December 2022.

Presidency of G20
But before that, in November, the
17th G20 Heads of State and Govern-
ment Summit will take place in Bali.
After Indonesia, India will assume
the presidency of the G20 from De-

cember 1, 2022 to November 30,
2023. It is slated to host several mi-
nisterial meetings, working groups,
and events before the G20 Head of
State summit next year.

By hosting the summit of the G20,
the world’s most influential econom-
ic multilateral forum, India will have
the opportunity to assume centre
stage in proposing and setting the
global agenda and discourse. The
G20 holds a strategic role in securing
global economic growth and pros-
perity. Together, its members repre-
sent more than 80% of the world’s
GDP, 75% of international trade and
60% of the world’s population. It will
arguably be the most high-profile
event ever hosted by India. The
country’s leadership potential and
diplomatic foresight in organising
such a big-ticket event and in arriving
at meaningful outcomes will be
tested.

In a world affected by the pandem-
ic and the Ukraine conflict, the rise of
an assertive China, economic chal-
lenges such as stagflation, terrorism,
and climate change, to name a few, it
needs to be seen what role India can
play under its watch as President of
the G20. To begin with, India can
take cues from Indonesia’s presiden-
cy and observe how it is managing
the group which is deeply divided on
various issues. Indonesia has fo-
cused on three key pillars: global
health architecture, sustainable
energy transition, and digital trans-
formation. This template could be
useful for India in forging a compre-

hensive agenda.
India can assert its political, eco-

nomic and intellectual leadership
while hosting the G20 presidency.
But it will have to perform a delicate
balancing act. On the one hand, we
have the West, the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization, and G7 partner
nations setting the agenda. And on
the other, we have an emerging nex-
us between China and Russia, which
are taking divergent views from the
first group. India might be caught in
the middle as it is part of both the
Quad and the SCO which somewhat
lie on the opposing sides of the geo-
political spectrum. So, India might
have to address issues that help in
bridging the emerging divide in the
world order.

Notwithstanding the noise and op-
posing views at this forum, India can
find a common ground for setting its
G20 agenda by addressing issues of
global concern. Simultaneously, it
needs to promote its specific priori-
ties related to domestic and regional
issues such as economic recovery,
trade and investment, unemploy-
ment, patent waivers on diagnostics,
therapeutics, vaccines to tackle CO-
VID-19 and terrorism. More specifi-
cally, India could forge greater coop-
eration with many G20 members
such as the European Union, the
U.K., and Canada, thereby accelerat-
ing their coordination on realising
free trade agreements. The overarch-
ing issues could be related to chart-
ing a road map for quick global eco-
nomic recovery, focusing on the

supply chain resilience mechanism
and stressing on green and digital
transformations in the economy and
its impact on societal well-being.
This would ensure a sustainable and
inclusive growth for the global
economy.

G20 is a unique global institution,
where developed and developing
countries have equal stature. It offers
India an opportunity to also cham-
pion the causes of developing and
least developed countries so as to en-
sure that this summit does not turn
out to be a western-dominated high
table gathering or one where large
economies impose their aspirations
on the world. India could invite and
engage countries from Africa and
South America to ensure better and
more balanced representation at the
G20. Areas such as technology transf-
er, assistance towards green econo-
my, greater access to trade for deve-
loping countries, addressing debt
distress of countries by offering sus-
tainable aid and loan programmes,
tackling food and energy prices/se-
curity for vulnerable economies etc.
could be relevant. As Harsh V. Shrin-
gla, India’s chief G20 coordinator
and former Foreign Secretary, re-
cently said, “Our G20 Presidency
would place India on the global
stage, and provide an opportunity
for India to place its priorities and
narratives on the global agenda.”

A testing time
The coming months will be a testing
time for Indian foreign policy and di-
plomacy as the country prepares to
host the G20 and SCO summits next
year. India will be central in outlining
key priority areas and in ensuring
that the forum does not remain just a
‘talk shop’ but translates into a ‘walk
shop’ in terms of meaningful actions
and outcomes. Only this will give
credibility to India’s pivotal role in
the international community.

On its 75th year of independence,
India could start charting a meaning-
ful agenda and contribute towards
the international community. Its role
towards either brokering or breaking
deals could define the coming years
and decades of global discourse and
avenues of cooperation.

Rajesh Mehta is a leading international
affairs expert and Mohit Anand is Professor
of International Business and Strategy at
EMLYON Business School, France

India will have the opportunity to assume centre stage in setting the global agenda 

File photo of Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Russian President Vladimir
Putin (left) and Chinese President Xi Jinping (right) at the G20 summit in
Osaka in 2019. * REUTERS 

Great G20 power, great responsibility 

Rajesh Mehta & Mohit Anand

A poorly executed break-in at the Democrat-
ic National Committee headquarters in
Washington, DC in June 1972 and the subse-
quent destruction of 18 minutes of taped evi-
dence forced President Richard Nixon to re-
sign in August 1974.

The contrast of August 8, 2022 could not
have been starker, when special agents of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) visited
former President Donald Trump’s Florida
home, Mar-a-Lago, with a lawful search war-
rant and found top secret and sensitive docu-
ments. The search and seizure were unpre-
cedented. In a tone of injured innocence, Mr.
Trump said later, “All that they had to do was
just ask” — even though that is precisely what
the National Archives and Records Adminis-
tration (NARA) and the Justice Department
have been doing for over a year.

Classified documents amid magazines
The timeline is troubling. In January, NARA
retrieved 15 boxes of White House records
that had been sent to Mar-a-Lago instead of
NARA, as required by law. The documents in-
cluded a letter to Mr. Trump from his prede-
cessor as well as Mr. Trump’s self-described
“love letters” with North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un. But when NARA found classified
documents too in the boxes, it informed the
Justice Department, and the FBI got in-
volved. Subsequent court filings revealed
that the FBI found 67 documents marked
“confidential”, 92 as “secret” and 25 as “top
secret”. The Justice Department got a grand
jury subpoena in May, demanding any classi-
fied materials that were still at Mar-a-Lago.
Mr. Trump’s lawyers turned over some sub-
poenaed documents in June. This was fol-
lowed by the FBI raid in August in which the
agency took away 25 more boxes and found
that some documents had the markings of
the highest levels of security classifications.
What officials found especially galling was
that these documents were found amid new-
spapers and magazines. This makes even a
lay person wonder about Mr. Trump’s mo-
tives or extreme carelessness.

Except for staunch supporters of Mr.
Trump, conservatives in the Grand Old Party
and right-wing media houses are seeing the
near-end of a game that the former President
has been playing for close to two years, i.e.,
keeping alive not only the bogus theories
about the 2020 presidential election, but al-

so public interest should he decide to con-
test in 2024. In a frantic attempt to raise the
noise threshold, Mr. Trump and his lawyers
demanded that a special master be appoint-
ed to ensure a fair assessment of the docu-
ments, including potential attorney-client
privilege papers, taken away in the raid. The
Trump-appointed district judge, Aileen Can-
non, agreed to the demand, but this does not
matter. Proper procedure was followed ear-
lier too, in cases involving Mr. Trump’s la-
wyers Rudy Giuliani and Michael Cohen.
Further, the Justice Department had already
put in place a review team. The issue is not of
attorney-client privileges, but of top secret
national security documents having been
possibly handled by persons without proper
authorisation or, worse, having been seen by
people, including foreigners, trooping in and
out of Mar-a-Lago. The responsible folks as-
sociated with the Trump administration are
watching the developments with unease, un-
like the political hacks who are waiting to ex-
tract mileage from these events, for the mid-
terms of 2022 or 2024.

When the hanging chads of Florida
worked in favour of George W. Bush in 2000,
it was reported that Democratic staffers in
the White House were so upset that they left
messages disparaging Mr. Bush on signs and
in telephone voice mail and knocked keys
out of computers, especially the ‘W’. In Con-
fidence Man: The Making of Donald Trump
and the Breaking of America, Maggie Haber-
man wrote that during Mr. Trump’s last days
as President, toilets in the White House were
clogged with papers and torn notes. Mr.
Trump called the claims “fake”, “categorical-
ly untrue” and “simply made up”.

What the revelations mean
Revelations of the bizarre happenings during
the Trump presidency are unlikely to end
soon. The former President apparently used
to take “boxes” from Mar-a-Lago whenever
he travelled. Some give him the benefit of
doubt. They say he wanted to “show off”,
which seems very much in line with his cha-
racter. But others, such as Mr. Cohen, are not
willing to be so generous. Mr. Cohen says Mr.
Trump may have already given away top-se-
cret information while travelling around the
world and has posited that he would try to
use the classified information to “ensure that
he doesn’t spend the rest of his natural life
behind bars charged with treason.” Either
way the institution of the presidency in the
U.S. has been harmed to an extent that few
would have imagined.

Sridhar Krishnaswami was a former senior journalist
based in Washington for 14 years and covering North
America and the United Nations. Views are personal

Top secrets at Mar-a-Lago 
The institution of the presidency in the U.S. has been
harmed to an extent that few would have imagined 

Sridhar Krishnaswami 
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The State and Central governments
seem to be in combative mood to offi-
cially observe Hyderabad Liberation
Day on September 17 this year. This is
the first time that the day is being ce-
lebrated officially by both the
governments.

The demand for celebrating Liber-
ation Day has been in the air for al-
most seven decades, but did not fruc-
tify as political parties re-
mained indecisive about it
for various reasons. Inter-
estingly, the event is cele-
brated in the Hydera-
bad-Karnataka region
in Karnataka and the
Marathwada region of
Maharashtra, which
formed part of the
erstwhile princely
State, but not in
Hyderabad.

A resolution
The conundrum in the State is now
heading towards a resolution with
Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandra-
sekhar Rao announcing that there
will be celebrations for three days to
mark the commencement of the 75th
year of the State’s liberation and inte-
gration into the Indian union. The
TRS government is observing the day
as Telangana National Integration
Day and the celebrations are likely to
be held all over the State. The cele-
brations will include the hoisting of
the national flag at the State, district
and mandal levels with the Chief Mi-
nister hoisting the tri-colour at Public
Gardens in the heart of the city, mass
rallies across the State, and a cultural
programme on September 18.

The TRS was forced to take this de-
cision after the BJP-led Central go-
vernment announced that it will hold
year-long celebrations, with Home
Minister Amit Shah as chief guest at
the inaugural event on September 17
in Hyderabad. Union Minister G.
Kishan Reddy addressed letters to
the Chief Ministers of Telangana, Kar-
nataka and Maharashtra inviting
them to attend the inaugural pro-
gramme. The BJP is hopeful that the
Chief Ministers of Karnataka and

Maharashtra will participate in the
event. The BJP’s letters form part of
the party’s efforts to expand its base
in Telangana, where it is sensing a
significant rise in its following.

Not to be left behind, the Congress
too has announced its intentions to
celebrate the milestone for a year.
The party said it was necessary that
the sacrifices made by people in
fighting against Nizam rule be ex-
plained so that younger generations
are made aware of them.

Meanwhile, AIMIM president
Asaduddin Owaisi addressed let-
ters to the Chief Minister as well

as the Union Home Minister
re- questing Liberation

Day to be called Na-
tional Integration

Day as the nationalist
movement saw the people

of these territories (erstwhile
princely States) as an integral part of
independent India.

Rare unity
While each party is trying to outdo
the other, what stands out is the fact
that the TRS government is being
forced to toe the BJP line and an-
nounce a programme of its own.
There has been a war of words bet-
ween the TRS and the BJP over the of-
ficial celebration of Liberation Day.
The BJP has frequently put the TRS
government on the mat for not cele-
brating the day fearing repercussions
from its ally, the AIMIM. The party
has said Mr. Rao promised official ce-
lebrations of the historic occasion
while leading the separate statehood
movement, but ignored it after the
TRS assumed power. The issue
reached a flash point when the BJP
leadership announcing its resolve to
organise celebrations. The TRS then
scrambled to take some decision in
this regard, political observers say. 

Political overtones notwithstand-
ing, the diamond jubilee of Hydera-
bad liberation/integration resulted in
a rare political consensus among pol-
itical parties. It has to be seen wheth-
er these parties will now work for
evolving similar unity on issues of im-
mediate importance.

rajeev.madabhushi@thehindu.co.in

A BJP-TRS joust over liberation 
Each party in Telangana is trying to outdo the
other in celebrating Hyderabad Liberation Day 

M Rajeev

STATE OF PLAY

Rawalpindi, Sept. 12: President Z.A. Bhutto
has summoned the Baluchistan Governor
and senior member of the Opposition Na-
tional Awami Party, Mir Ghaus Naksh Bizen-
jo, for urgent talks as the Government press
stepped up its denunciation of an alleged
Opposition plot to break up Pakistan into a
confederation of semi-independent States.
At the same time an official spokesman in
Lahore has called on all parties to forget
their differences and close their ranks to de-
fend the unity of the nation “at a crucial
hour” of its history. Government papers
have for the past few days been reporting
that five Opposition leaders in London draft-
ed proposals for a confederal constitution
which would pave the way for association
with Bangladesh and other countries of the
area at a later stage. The five men: National
Awami Party leader Khan Abdul Wali Khan,
Chief Minister of Baluchistan Ataullah Khan
Mengal, Baluchistan Finance Minister Ah-
mad Nawaz Khan Bugti and the owners of
the influential “Dawn” newspaper, Yusuf
and Mahmud Aroon, were alleged to have
contacted Bangladesh Premier Mujibur Reh-
man who has been under medical treatment
in London and Geneva. The Government
spokesman in a statement yesterday said
President Bhutto had noted the serious pu-
blic concern over reports from London in
the national press and wanted immediate
consultation with Mr. Bizenjo. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 13, 1972

Bhutto anxious for Pak unity 
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introduction to A Princess’s Pilgrimage,
supported the British during the Revolt of 1857. 

After the Revolt had been suppressed, this
loyalty was rewarded in the Queen’s Proclamation
of 1858 in which Sikandar was granted the title of
Nawab to rule over Bhopal in her own right as
well as given a 19-gun salute, the return of
territory lost to a neighbouring prince and the
Grand Cross of the Star of India. “This honour
made her, at the time, the only female knight in
the British Empire besides Queen Victoria, a
position that underlines her unique status, as well
as her close relationship with the British,” writes
Lambert-Hurley. 

The story of Bhopal though began not with
Sikandar Begum’s rise or the reign of her mother
Qudsia Begum or her own daughter Shah Jahan
Begum, but with an intrepid young man called
Dost Mohammed Khan. As Shaharyar Khan
writes, “The story of Bhopal begins with Sardar
Dost Mohammad Khan, founder of the state and
of the Bhopal dynasty. Born in 1672, Dost was a
strapping, handsome, brash and ambitious young
man. Like all Pathan noblemen, he had been
brought up in the warrior tradition of his
clan…Dost’s only ambition was to enlist in
Aurangzeb’s army and make his future in the
service of the Mughal Empire. Around 1697, Dost
was in his mid-20s and a brash, dare-devil,
buccaneer of a character. He was restless and
ready to seek his fortune by crossing the Khyber
Pass into India.” Head to India he did, but it was
far from an easy ride. 

As he traversed through Jalalabad, Karnal and
Delhi, on more than one occasion, he almost
kissed death, but he proved a survivor, qualities
which came in handy when he got to play a
pivotal role in Bhopal. 

Though he arrived in Bhopal practically a
brigand, he worked his way up, working with a
number of local kingdoms and fiefdoms — Rani
Kamlapati is said to have sought his protection
after the death of her husband Nizam Shah and
even tied a rakhi on his hand. 

He built the famous Fatehgarh Fort in 1716,
including the famous Dhai Seedi ki Masjid, as
Vertul Singh writes in BhopalNama: Writing a
City. Incidentally, Fatehgarh was probably named
after Fateh Bibi, a Rajput princess he married.
Fateh was no ordinary woman; she paid ransom
for her husband’s release when he was held

Of a female knight and
the Begums of Bhopal  
As the capital of one of the largest States, Bhopal
has flown under the radar. It has little of the
financial muscle associated with Mumbai, even
less historicity to rival that of Kolkata. It has
neither the earthiness of Patna nor the niceties of
Lucknow. Yet, Bhopal in its own understated way
has enough accomplishments to fill up a
mantelpiece. Among all the States, cities and
towns of imperial and modern India, Bhopal has
done more for women empowerment than
probably all States put together. True, back in the
13th century Delhi had a woman ruler, Raziya
Sultan, who ruled from 1236 to 1240, but little
else. Bhopal has been ruled by four Muslim
women for 107 years. The Begums of Bhopal did
not shy away from calling themselves the Nawabs
of Bhopal. 

Shaharyar Khan, Shobhan Lambert-Hurley and
Vertul Singh have authored or edited books on the
city, which on the one hand capture its history,
and on the other reveal the streak of women
dominance for more than a hundred years. Khan’s
The Begums of Bhopal is the most detailed work.
Like an artist fills his canvas with colour, Khan fills
his pages with details of the city, its illustrious
history, and its formidable Begums, now reduced
to a faint memory. Khan’s Bhopal was founded by
Dost Mohammed Khan. As the author reminds us,
“In 1707, before Dost Mohammed Khan arrived in
Malwa, central India, Bhopal was a small village
on the banks of the River Banganga. An old fort,
lying in ruins, was a testimony to Bhopal having
known more prosperous times in the distant
past.” 

Tales of Bhojpal 
The earliest reference to Bhopal though dates
back to 640 AD when it was ruled by the Parmar
dynasty. Its name is derived from that of Raja Bhoj
who, as legend has it, contracted leprosy and was
advised to build a lake with water from 365 rivers
and bathe in it. Raja Bhoj did as advised. The lake
was called Bhoj Tal (or Bhoj’s lake). Over time, it
got corrupted to Bhojpal, then Bhopal. The State
was formed in 1715. It was the second largest
Muslim princely state in pre-Independence India,
wherein 90% of the population was Hindu.
Interestingly, the Begum of Bhopal, Nawab
Sikandar Begum, as Lambert-Hurley writes in the

captive by his own troops in Gujarat, Singh writes. 

Khans to Begums 
How did Bhopal transition from the Khans to
Begums? After Khan’s death, Bhopal was attacked
by many mercenaries when Mamola Bai, said by
some to be the first Begum, took the help of
British General Goddard to repel such forces.
Then came Qudsia Begum whose perseverance
and wisdom saved the “state from being gobbled
up by the Scindias and the Bhonsles”, as Singh
states. Her daughter Sikandar took statecraft to
another level. Sikandar’s daughter Shah Jahan
Begum added fine touches of poetry, art, music to
turn Bhopal into a throbbing centre of the arts.
Yet, the most maternal approach towards the
subjects was displayed by the fourth Nawab,
Sultan Jahan, known for administrative reforms,
including several measures for the welfare of her
subjects. So much so that she came to be
addressed as Sarkar Amma. 

This succession of matrilineal rulers gave
Bhopal a unique identity. They did what a man
could never have dreamt of. For instance, Sultan
Shah Jahan Begum initiated the building of a
hospital exclusively for women, with women
doctors, nurses and other staff. The facility came
to be known as Sultania Zenana Hospital. Likewise
Sikandar Begum started the practice of schools
for girls, inviting scholars from Yemen, Turkey
and Arabia. Incidentally, she penned her own
experience of Hajj to Mecca and Medina in ‘A
Pilgrimage to Mecca’ which now forms part of
Lambert-Hurley’s A Princess’s Pilgrimage.
Sikandar Begum’s was no ordinary trip as Hajj
those days was a life-challenging exercise with
possibilities of being robbed, injured or killed by
marauders along the way. After Sikandar, Sultan
Jahan concentrated on girls’ education. As Singh
writes, “Sultan Jahan’s contribution to women’s
education is in no way lesser than that of Sir Syed
Ahmed Khan.” Incidentally, she was the only
woman chancellor of Mohammedan
Anglo-Oriental College which was to become the
Aligarh Muslim University. All the Begums worked
well and lived long. Once, all the four queens of
Bhopal were alive at the same time with Qudsia
living to breathe alongside three of her
successors. That’s an interesting footnote in the
history of a city where male heirs have been few
and far between. Their absence was seldom felt. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Tracing the history of a city where four Muslim women ruled for over 107 years   

Ziya Us Salam

The Moti Masjid in Bhopal. * A. M. FARUQUI 
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“Good morning, sir.”
“Good morning.”
“Sir, how do you use “gainsay?”
“I would advise you not to use it. It is a lit-

erary word. It has an archaic flavour about it.
‘To gainsay’ means ‘to contradict, deny’. 

There is no gainsaying his integrity. 
There is no gainsaying his intelligence. 
He will not gainsay his mother.”
“What is the difference between ‘look for’

and ‘look after’, sir?”
“‘To look for’ means ‘to search for’. 
I am looking for my glasses. 
She is looking for her wallet. 
He is still looking for a job. 
‘To look after’ means ‘to take care of’. 
Who will look after the children during

your absence? 
He is old enough to look after himself. 
Please look after yourself. 
He looks after himself very well, but he

doesn’t look after his family.”
“What is the meaning of ‘He is boning up

on English’, sir?”
“‘To bone up on’ means ‘to study hard and

hurriedly as in a preparation for an examina-
tion’. You bone up on a subject. 

He is busy boning up on Indian History for
the Civil Service examination. 

This is a colloquial expression.”
“What is the difference between ‘instil’

and ‘imbibe’, sir?”
“‘To instil’ means ‘to cause to enter drop

by drop’. 
Instil a few drops of water into the mix-

ture. 
Figuratively, it means ‘to impart or intro-

duce gradually’. 
You must instil in children a reverence for

life. 
We must instil the teachings of Gandhiji in

our people.
‘Imbibe’ literally means ‘to consume by

drinking’. This is a formal word. 
He imbibes vast quantities of tea. 
‘Imbibe’ also means ‘to absorb, assimilate’. 
He imbibed these ideas from books. 
He has imbibed his father’s bad habits. 
When you instil something, you impart it.

When you imbibe something, you absorb it.
Well, let’s stop here. Goodbye.”
“Thank you, sir. Goodbye.”

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English 

Please send in your answers to the dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Questions (abridged) and Answers of the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. In
1992, this military officer organised an unsuccessful coup against
incumbent president Carlos Andres Perez. Ans: Hugo Chavez, Venezuela
2. Mikhail Gorbachev was sought to be deposed by a group of officials
within the Party in a coup that lasted three days in 1991. This person served
as the acting President of the USSR during these days. Ans: Gennady
Yanayev
3. The leading opposition party in the the main legislature of Bangladesh
was created by this person. Ans: Hussain Muhammad Ershad, Jatiyo
Party 
4. In 1953, the U.S. and the U.K. organised a coup against this
democratically elected prime minister. Ans: Mohammad Mossadegh, Iran
5. This person’s second name has now become a term for any traitor who
collaborates with an enemy force. Ans: Vidkun Quisling of Norway
Visual: Name this Afghan politician who became the first president of the
country between 1973 and 1978. Ans: Mohammed Daoud Khan

Early Birds: M. Thaha Ibrahim Buhari| K. N. Viswanathan| Naveen
Varshney| Ranjan Anilkumar
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THE DAILY QUIZ

A quiz on Queen Elizabeth II, who passed away aged 96, after reigning for 70 years 

1 What was the christened name
of the queen and what official

surname did she take in 1960?

2 Though she was born on April
21, 1926, her official birthday

was changed to June primarily
due to what reason and was made
to coincide with which pageant?

3 She wasn’t born an heir
apparent to the throne but

became so in 1936. What was her
place in the line of succession at
the time of her birth?

4 It was the queen’s younger
sister who was responsible

for her family nickname, a name
that U.K’s Prince Harry and
Meghan gave to their second
daughter. What was she lovingly
called?

5 The queen was the only living
head of State who officially

served in World War II. To which
‘unit’ was she attached as an

18-year-old and what was she
trained as?

6 She married her third cousin
Prince Philip in November

1947 and the royal couple had four
children, including a daughter.
Name them in order of birth.

7 Which of these did Elizabeth
actually own herself: Windsor

Castle, Balmoral Castle, or
Kensington Palace?

8 Many actresses have enacted
the role on-screen but who

won an Oscar for her portrayal of
the queen?

9 Though she acceded to the
throne on February 6, 1952,

her coronation actually took place
in 1953. On what date?

10 As queen, she was served
by 15 U.K. Prime Ministers.

Who were the first and last?

! The queen was fond of dogs and owned more than 30 of a particular
breed during her lifetime. Name this breed of dog that was a constant
presence around her. * AP 

Compiled by: V.V. Ramanan

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Text & Context’

New Air India planes

30
The number of new aircraft
to be progressively inducted
by Air India from December
this year, as the Tata-owned
airline looks to boost its

domestic and international services.
The airline has signed leases and
letters of intent for inducting five
wide-body Boeing and 25 Airbus
narrow-body planes over the next 15
months. Air India’s wide-body fleet
stands at 43 aircraft, of which 33 are
operational. The rest will return to
service by early 2023. Its narrow-body
fleet stands at 70 aircraft. Out of them,
54 are in service. PTI

Cattle deaths

67,000
The number
of cattle to
die since the
outbreak of
the lumpy

skin disease (LSD) in July, prompting a
massive effort to vaccinate cattle in
over eight States which have the most
number of cases, according to the
Union government. The disease has
spread mainly in Gujarat, Rajasthan,
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh and
Jammu & Kashmir. There are some
stray cases in Andhra Pradesh and
Andaman & Nicobar Islands. PTI

Food insecurity

6.3
In million, the number of
people in crisis-hit Sri
Lanka facing moderate to
severe food insecurity,
according to a joint report

by the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) and the United
Nations World Food Programme (WFP),
which also warned that their situation
would worsen if adequate life-saving
assistance and livelihood support is not
provided. Two consecutive seasons of
poor harvests led to a nearly 50% drop
in production coupled with reduced
imports of food grains due to foreign
exchange constraints. PTI

Low industrial growth

2
In percentage, the deceleration in
India’s industrial production
growth in July, a four-month low,
due to a poor performance by the
manufacturing, power and mining

sectors, according to official data. The
previous low in industrial output
growth was recorded at 2.2 % in March
this year. The Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) grew 6.7% in April,
19.6% in May and 12.7% in June.
Factory output, measured in terms of
IIP, had expanded 11.5% in July 2021.
The manufacturing sector expanded
3.2% in July compared to 10.5%
recorded in the year-ago period. PTI

World champ Alcaraz

1
Spanish teenager Carlos Alcaraz’s
current ranking, rising to the top of
the tennis world on Sunday,
claiming his first Grand Slam title
with a 6-4 2-6 7-6(1) 6-3 win over

Norway’s Casper Ruud in the U.S. Open
final. He is the youngest world number
one (19) since the ATP rankings began
in 1973, breaking the mark set by
Lleyton Hewitt, who was 20 when he
became number one in 2001. French
Open finalist Ruud, who was
attempting to be the first Norwegian
to capture the top spot, will rise to
second in the world from number
seven. REUTERS
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FROM PAGE ONE

As for the acquisition of a
mosque by the State, the
court held that irrespective
of the immunity mosques
have from State acquisition
in Islamic countries, its sta-
tus and immunity from ac-
quisition in the “secular eth-
os of India under the
Constitution is the same and
equal to that of places of
worship of other religions”.

“Obviously, The acquisi-
tion of any religious place is
to be made only in unusual
and extraordinary situa-
tions for a larger national
purpose, keeping in view
that such acquisition should
not result in extinction of
the right to practise the reli-
gion, if the significance of
that place be such. Subject
to this condition, the power
of acquisition is available for
a mosque like any other
place of worship of any reli-
gion. The right to worship is
not at any and every place,
so long as it can be practised
effectively, unless the right
to worship at a particular
place is itself an integral
part of that right,” Mr. Vish-
vesha held.

As for the Masjid panel’s
argument that the Waqf Tri-
bunal had jurisdiction in
this matter over civil courts
because the property in

question was registered as a
waqf property, the court
shot it down saying that the
decrees sought in the suit
are not covered under the
powers of the tribunal as
outlined under Sections 33,
35, 47, 48, 51, 54, 61, 64, 67,
72 & 73 of the Waqf Act, thus
bringing it under the pur-
view of civil courts. 

Revenue records
The Masjid panel had sub-
mitted various documents
pertaining to the entries in
the revenue records to show
that the property in ques-
tion was registered as that of
the waqf, but the court held,
“merely on the basis of en-
tries in revenue record, no
presumption of title can be
drawn regarding a mosque
or a temple”.

The court ruled that the
U.P. Shri Kashi Vishwanath
Temple Act of 1983 does not
specifically bar “a suit claim-
ing right to worship idols in-
stalled in the endowment
within the premises of the
temple, or outside”. The
district court has called for
written statements from all
parties to suit and set Sep-
tember 22 as the date for
when it is expected to frame
the issues along which the
suit will be tried.

Hindu women’s suit
maintainable, says court

Inflation measured by the
Consumer Food Price Index
surged to 7.6% in rural India
and 7.55% in urban parts of
the country, from around
6.7% in July.

Price rise in cereals rose
further from 6.9% in July to
9.6% in August, while veget-
ables inflation which had
eased to a still-high level of
10.9% in July reversed trend
to record a 13.23% uptick in
August. 

Mr. Srivastava said dom-
estic causes, especially the
uneven monsoon and its ad-
verse impact on food prices,
had flared up inflation.

With kharif crop sowing
“increasingly unlikely” to
touch last year’s levels, food
inflation could remain a pro-
blem even though healthy
reservoir levels augur well

for timely rabi sowing, said
Ms. Nayar.

A rebound in demand for
services also lifted miscella-
neous and housing inflation,
and is likely to persist, she
said, reckoning retail infla-
tion could rise further to
7.1% in September. 

The Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI) has estimated a
7.1% inflation rate for the Ju-
ly to September quarter.

Ten of 22 major States re-
corded inflation over 7%,
with West Bengal recording
the highest price rise at
8.94% in August. 

Gujarat’s inflation rate al-
so shot past the 8% mark at
8.22% in August from 7.85%
in July, while Telangana’s
price rise dropped margi-
nally from 8.58% in July to
8.11% in August.

Inflation resurges to 7%
as food prices mount 

The dynamics of the Eastern
Command and Northern
Command are totally diffe-
rent, he said, adding, “The
terrain, size of area of oper-
ations, operational dynam-
ics, and objective of opera-
tions, are all varied in a
peculiar way.” 

Stating that, till now, the
Armed Forces had main-
tained cordial relations with
the PLA at the functional le-
vel of ground Commander
and there have been hardly
any friction areas in the re-
cent past, he said India and
China also have well-insti-
tuted mechanisms in place,
such as formal interactions
and Border Personnel Meet-
ings to resolve differences of
opinions.

In Arunachal Pradesh,
the Army has significantly

upgraded its defences and
deployed offensive fire pow-
er to offset the major mo-
dernisation drive by China.

On infrastructure deve-
lopment, the Commander
said it was progressing at an
“expeditious pace”. “Along
with organisations like the
National Highways and In-
frastructure Development
Corporation, and the Bor-
der Roads Organisation, the
Army’s forward formations
are also making major
strides in achieving last mile
connectivity and access to
remote areas,” he said, elab-
orating, “ Major push to im-
prove aviation infra [infras-
tructure] in the area has
resulted in the construction
of numerous helipads in in-
accessible valleys, thereby
enhancing connectivity.”

Eastern borders stable,
says Commander Kalita

While Trinamool Congress
chief and West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
has named Bihar Chief Mi-
nister Nitish Kumar, her
Jharkhand counterpart He-
mant Soren, and former Ut-
tar Pradesh CM Akhilesh Ya-
dav as potential allies of the
Trinamool, the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) on
Sunday pitched NCP supre-
mo Sharad Pawar as some-
one who could facilitate Op-
position unity.

Noting that the Bharat Jo-
do Yatra had led allies of
both the BJP and the Con-

gress to issue statements,
Mr. Ramesh asserted that
the yatra seeks to streng-
then the Congress first. “If it
results in Opposition unity,
it is good and we welcome
it. But our priority is to
strengthen the party organi-
sation, to make it more ef-
fective,” he said.

Responding to digs by BJP
leaders, including Amit
Shah, directed at Rahul
Gandhi for wearing import-
ed T-shirts, Mr. Ramesh said
he would not want to com-
ment on “T-shirts, under-
wear and vests”.

‘Congress a crucial pillar
of Opposition unity’

The Delhi High Court on
Monday stayed the proceed-
ings initiated by the Lokpal
against Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha patriarch Shibu So-
ren on the basis of a com-
plaint of “corruption” by
BJP MP Nishikant Dubey
against the former Jhark-
hand Chief Minister. 

Justice Yashwant Varma
noted that the 75-year-old
politician’s objection with
respect to the maintainabili-
ty of the proceedings were
not dealt with by the anti-
corruption authority.

“Till the next date of list-
ing, there shall be a stay on
further proceedings pend-
ing before the Lokayukta.

The (petitioner’s) challenge
to assumption of jurisdic-
tion by respondent no 1
(Lokpal of India) has neither
been answered nor dealt
with (by the authority),” the
judge said.

The matter would be
heard next on December 14. 

Delhi HC stays Lokpal
case against Shibu Soren
Next hearing on December 14
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Shibu Soren

BJP leaders in Uttar Pradesh
and other parts of the coun-
try on Monday welcomed
the decision of the Varanasi
district court in the Gyanvapi
dispute. 

The court rejected a plea
by the Anjuman Intezamia
Masjid Committee, question-
ing the maintainability of a
petition seeking permission
for worshipping Hindu dei-
ties whose idols are located
on an outer wall of the Gyan-
vapi Masjid.

Uttar Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Brajesh Path-
ak said there was a “wave of
happiness” across the State.
He said the opposite party
can challenge the order in
the High Court. “It is their
right, but we will respect the
verdict and strengthen the
law and order situation in
the State,” he added.

The lone Muslim face in
the State Cabinet, Minister of
State for Minority Welfare
Danish Azad Ansari said eve-
ryone should respect the ver-

dict. “A court listens to all
sides and only then comes to
a conclusion. We should res-
pect it,” he said.

Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya tweet-
ed, “I welcome the decision
of the court in Maa Shringar
Gauri Mandir case, everyone
should respect the decision.”

‘Destabilising effect’
All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen chief Asaduddin
Owaisi said the order would
have a “destabilising effect”
and pave the way for more
such cases. 

“I hope the Anjuman Inte-
zamia Masjid Committee will
appeal against this order. I
believe that after this order,
the purpose of the Places of
Worship Act, 1991, will fail,”
he said. 

“A destabilising effect will
start after this. We‘re going
on the same path as that of
the Babri Masjid issue. When
the judgement on Babri Mas-
jid was given, I warned eve-
ryone that this will create
problems in the country as
this judgment was given on

basis of faith,” he added.
Khalid Rashid Farangi Ma-

hali, Muslim cleric and se-
nior member of the All India
Muslim Personal Law board
(AIMPLB), said the legal
team of the Muslim side
would read the full judgment
and decide the further
course of action. 

“While pronouncing the
final judgment in the Babri
mosque case, the Supreme

Court had termed the Places
of Worship Act as an impor-
tant part of the judgment.
We had hopes that temple-
mosque issues will stop com-
ing to courts but what has
happened has raised a ques-
tion for legal experts that on
what grounds can the other
courts ignore what the Su-
preme Court has said,” he
said. 

Union Minister Giriraj

Singh, Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chau-
han were among the BJP
leaders from across the
country who took to social
media to hail the judgment.

The Vishwa Hindu Parish-
ad (VHP) too welcomed the
decision and said it should
be accepted with grace and
calmness and should not be
treated as a “matter of victo-
ry or defeat”.

“The Varanasi court has
now decided that the Vara-
nasi suit is not injuncted by
the Places of Worship Act.
The application of the other
party has been dismissed.
The first hurdle has been
crossed. Now the court will
examine the matter on its
own merits. We do hope and
look forward to a victory for
the law, the justice and the
truth is with us,” Alok Ku-
mar, international working
president of VHP, said.

BJP leader Subramanian
Swamy said “special temples
have to be vacated and re-
built because they were de-
liberately demolished by the
Aurangzeb & Muhammad
Ghori”.

The Uttar Pradesh police
maintained strict vigil across
the State on Monday and
conducted flag marches in
sensitive places such as
Ayodhya and Varanasi. After
the ruling, many Hindu
groups celebrated the deci-
sion by bursting crackers
and distributing sweets in
places like Kanpur, Lucknow
and Varanasi.

BJP leaders, Hindu groups hail Gyanvapi order
SC judgment in Babri Masjid case ignored, says Muslim side; Owaisi says the verdict will have a ‘destabilising effect’ 

Ishita Mishra 

Mayank Kumar

New Delhi/Lucknow

On alert: Security personnel deployed near the Kashi Vishwanath temple ahead of the court
ruling in the Gyanvapi case in Varanasi on Monday. * PTI

Karnataka has to first prove
how forbidding hijab among
students affects the sove-
reignty and integrity of In-
dia, its security or friendly
relations with foreign states
or even public order, decen-
cy or morality, the Sharia
Committee of Women ar-
gued against the ban on
Muslim girls wearing hijab
to school.

Appearing before a
Bench of Justices Hemant
Gupta and Sudhanshu Dhu-
lia, senior advocate Y.H.
Muchhala said the burden
of justifying the restraint on
wearing hijab rests on the
State.“Wearing of hijab does
not confer any special bene-
fit to the Muslim girls nor
does it defeat the purpose of
the law. The purpose of un-
iform is not to erase the
markers of individuality.
Simply by wearing the pre-
scribed dress code, diverse
distinctions that exist
amongst students do not

evaporate. In multicultural
societies, students should
be taught to acknowledge,
accept and respect diversi-
ties in the society,” he ar-
gued. 

The State has bent over
backwards to appease “ob-
structionists” at the cost of
violating the time-tested
fundamental rights of the
students, he said. 

“Every religious minority
has the fundamental right to
conserve its religio-cultural
identity. The girl students
are adherents of Islam and
in their individual capaci-
ties, they have a right to dis-
play/express their religio-
cultural manifestations by
wearing hijab,” Mr. Muchha-
la submitted.

The ability of an indivi-
dual to protect a zone of pri-
vacy enables the realisation
of the full value of life and li-
berty, he noted. The lawyer
argued that the denial of the
right to education of Muslim
girls across India would
have serious ramifications. 

State appeasing obstructionists: lawyer

Legal Correspondent
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‘Burden on justifying
hijab ban rests on State’

The Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) on Monday said
the Congress was trying to
“connect people with
hatred”. 

Speaking during the cul-
mination of the three-day
Akhil Bharatiya Samanvay
Baithak in Raipur, RSS joint
secretary Manmohan Vaidya
said, “Bharat Jodo Yatra is a
good thing but question is,
how are they trying to unite
the nation? With love or by
spreading hatred?” 

He added that there was
growing support for ‘Hin-
dutva’ in society and “no
one can unite the country
with hatred and contempt
for RSS”.

“Your Baap-Dade (fore-
fathers) did the same,
banned us twice for no fault
of our own, but we continue
to grow,” he added. 

The Congress on Monday
tweeted a picture of a burn-

ing pair of khaki shorts — a
part of the RSS uniform ear-
lier — saying, “To free the
country from shackles of
hate and undo the damage
done by BJP-RSS. Step by
step, we will reach our goal.”
The post was referring to its
Bharat Jodo Yatra.

Mr. Vaidya pointed out
that Congress had failed to
realise that the RSS had
changed its uniform years
ago and “they still criticise

the ganvesh (uniform)”.
At the Samanvay Baithak

that started in Raipur on
September 10 and was at-
tended by RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat, general secretary
Dattatreya Hosabale and BJP
president J.P. Nadda, among
others, the organisation
pitched for the use of Indian
languages in courts so that
everyone could read and un-
derstand the decisions of
courts.

Educational institutions
should have courses on Hin-
duism, RSS office-bearers
said. 

Talking about the expan-
sion of the RSS, Mr. Vaidya
said that nearly 90,000 peo-
ple had expressed interest in
joining the RSS through the
organisation’s website in the
first eight months of 2022. 

“We are getting huge res-
ponse from the youth of the
country who are willing to
know RSS and work with it,”
he added. 

You cannot unite nation
with hatred: RSS to Cong.
There is growing support for ‘Hindutva’ in society: Vaidya 

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The image posted by the
Congress on Twitter.

The CPI(M) on Monday
criticised the Congress’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra, saying
spending 18 days in Left-
ruled Kerala and just two in
BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh
was a “strange way to fight
BJP-RSS”.

The remark prompted a
strong response from the
Congress which derided
the Left as the “A team” of
the BJP in the southern
State. 

The CPI(M) tweeted a
caricature of Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi with
text wondering if it was a
“Bharat Jodo” or “Seat Jo-
do” campaign. “18 days in
Kerala...2 days in U.P.
Strange way to fight BJP-
RSS,” read the text.

Jairam Ramesh, Con-
gress general secretary,
said, “Do your homework
better on how and why ya-
tra was planned the way it
is. And silly criticism from
a party that is the A team of
BJP in the land of Mundu-
Modi.”

CPI(M) targets
Congress on
Bharat Yatra
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

An unidentified militant
was killed and a security
personnel sustained inju-
ries in an encounter in Sho-
pian district of south Kash-
mir on Monday, the police
said.

Security forces
launched a cordon and
search operation in the
Heff Shirmal area of the
district following informa-
tion about the presence of
militants there, a police of-
ficial said. He said the ul-
tras opened fire on the se-
curity forces who
retaliated, triggering an
encounter.

“The operation is in pro-
gress,” the police said.

(With PTI inputs)

Militant killed
in Shopian, say
J&K police
Special Correspondent

SRINAGAR

The Supreme Court Collegi-
um led by Chief Justice of In-
dia (CJI) U.U. Lalit has re-
commended eight names for
appointment to the Bombay
High Court. Six of them are
judicial officers and two are
advocates.

The judicial officers are
Sanjay Anandrao Desh-
mukh, Yanshivraj Gopi-
chand Khobragade, Mahen-
dra Wadhumal Chandwani
(who is the present Regis-
trar-General of the High
Court), Abhay Sopanrao
Waghwase, Ravindra Mad-
husudan Joshi and Vrushali
@Shubhangi Vijay Joshi.

The two lawyers are San-

tosh Govindrao Chapalgaon-
kar and Milind Manohar
Sathaye. 

If the government agrees
with the Collegium, the judi-
cial strength in the Bombay
High Court will rise to 68 out
of a total sanctioned
strength of 94 judges.

The Collegium has also
approved the proposal for

the appointment of Karnata-
ka High Court additional
judges, Justices Mohammed
Ghouse Shukure Kamal, Ra-
jendra Badamikar and Khazi
Jayabunnisa Mohiuddin as
permanent judges of the
court.

Similarly, nine judicial of-
ficers have been approved
for elevation to the Punjab
and Haryana High Court. 

They are Gurbir Singh,
Deepak Gupta, Amarjit Bhat-
ti, Ritu Tagore, Manisha Ba-
tra, Harpreet Kaur Jeewan,
Sukhvinder Kaur, Sanjiv Ber-
ry and Vikram Aggarwal.

The names were finalised
at the Collegium meetings
happened on September 7
and 12. 

SC Collegium approves names for
appointments in three High Courts
Eight names recommended for the Bombay High Court
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

U.U. Lalit

The issue of farm loan waiv-
er among other demands is
yet again in the spotlight.
Farmer outfits across Pun-
jab, led by the Kisan Maz-
door Sangarsh Smiti, an out-
fit that was at the forefront of
the year-long agitation
against farm laws, on Mon-
day staged protests outside
the residences of Ministers
and MLAs of the ruling Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) govern-
ment. 

Sarvan Singh Pandher,
general secretary of the Pun-
jab unit of the Kisan Maz-
door Sangarsh Committee,
said farmers staged sit-ins in
31 places across 16 districts.

“Our key demands in-
clude one-time farm loan
waiver, urgent steps for sav-
ing fast depleting groundwa-
ter water and pollution in
rivers and policy ensuring
remunerative prices for all
crops” Mr. Pandher said. 

“The government should
work on a policy to make

farming profitable, for
which announcing and pur-
chasing crops at MSP is the
first important step that
needs to be taken by the go-
vernment. Farmers’ suicides
across the State are only ris-
ing, the government should
waive all outstanding loans
whether private or govern-
ment for farmers and labour-
ers,” he said.

A recent study surround-
ing farmers’ suicide in Pun-
jab by the Ludhiana-based
Punjab Agricultural Univer-

sity (PAU) revealed that in six
districts of the State as many
as 9,291 farmers had died by
suicide in 2000-2018. Mr.
Pandher alleged that the go-
vernment was not giving any
attention to solving real is-
sues of the State. 

“The Punjab government
should make a law that gua-
rantees MSP. Also, imme-
diate compensation and
treatment should be ar-
ranged for the owners,
whose animals have died
due to lumpy skin disease.” 

Farmer outfits stage protest across Punjab
They raise issues of loan waiver, pollution and depleting groundwater in State

Special Correspondent

CHANDIGARH

A Delhi court recently con-
victed AAP MLAs Akhilesh
Pati Tripathi and Sanjeev
Jha, and 15 others for being
part of a mob that attacked
policemen at the Burari pol-
ice station in north Delhi in
2015. 

The Rouse Avenue Court
said the legislators played a
major role in provoking and
instigating the crowd.

The conviction orders
were issued by additional
chief metropolitan magis-
trate Vaibhav Mehta. Ten
other accused were acquit-
ted in the case.

The matter pertains to
the events of February 2,
2015, when the accused
barged inside the police sta-
tion and assaulted police-
men with an objective of as-
sault, rioting and damaging
public property. 

Two AAP MLAs among
17 convicted for rioting
They attacked policemen in 2015
Special Correspondent

New Delhi
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India on Monday voiced con-
cern over the “lack of meas-
urable progress” in Sri Lan-
ka’s promised political
solution to the long-pending
Tamil national question,
while making an unusual re-
ference to the crisis-hit is-
land nation’s “debt-driven”
economy in the context of its
current crisis.

In its statement at the 51st
session of the United Nations
Human Rights Council in Ge-
neva, India said it has “al-
ways believed in the respon-
sibility of states for
promotion and protection of
human rights and construc-
tive international dialogue
and cooperation” guided by
the UN Charter. “In this re-
gard, the Indian delegation
notes with concern the lack
of measurable progress by
Government of Sri Lanka on
their commitments of a pol-
itical solution to the ethnic
issue — through full imple-
mentation of the 13th
Amendment of the Constitu-
tion, delegation of powers to

Provincial Councils and
holding of Provincial Council
elections at the earliest,” In-
dia said. The terms of Sri
Lanka’s nine provincial
councils expired about three
years ago, and they have re-
mained defunct since.

India’s statement comes
ahead of a resolution on Sri
Lanka that will likely face a
vote at the Council. Since
2009, India has voted thrice
in favour of the UN resolu-
tion on Sri Lanka — two were
critical — and abstained
twice, in 2014 and 2021. Ir-
respective of its vote, India
has consistently under-
scored the need for a politi-
cal settlement “within the
framework of a united Sri
Lanka, ensuring justice,
peace, equality and dignity
for the Tamils of Sri Lanka,”
as it reiterated on Monday as
well. 

Over 13 years since the
end of Sri Lanka’s civil war,
in which tens of thousands of
civilians were killed and dis-
appeared, survivors conti-
nue demanding justice and
accountability for war-time

crimes. In the post-war
years, Sri Lanka’s human
rights defenders have fre-
quently flagged concerns ov-
er persisting militarisation,
especially in the Tamil-ma-
jority north and east; repres-
sion, and the shrinking space
for dissent.

In her latest report on Sri
Lanka, the UN Human Rights
chief said “embedded im-
punity for past and present
human rights abuses, eco-
nomic crimes and corrup-
tion” were among the “un-
derlying factors” that led to
the country’s “devastating”

economic crisis.
India has extended nearly

$4 billion crucial assistance
to Sri Lanka this year but has
not made any public remark
on the island’s economic
choices so far. However, at
the ‘Interactive Dialogue’
segment of the ongoing
Council session, India said
Sri Lanka’s current econom-
ic crisis “demonstrated the
limitations of debt driven
economy and the impact it
has on the standard of liv-
ing”. China, Japan, and India
are Sri Lanka’s three main bi-
lateral creditors, while the is-

land nation owes the biggest
chunk of its foreign debt to
International Sovereign
Bond holders.

“It is in Sri Lanka’s best in-
terests to build capacity of its
citizens and work towards
their empowerment, for
which devolution of power
to the grass roots level is a
pre-requisite,” the Indian de-
legation said, apparently
connecting the long-pending
promise of power devolution
to citizens’ empowerment in
the context of the economic
recovery. “In this connec-
tion, operationalisation of
Provincial Councils through
early conduct of elections
will enable all citizens of Sri
Lanka to achieve their aspi-
rations for a prosperous fu-
ture. We therefore urge Sri
Lanka to take immediate and
credible action in this re-
gard,” the delegation said.

Making a statement at the
session, China said it “firmly
supported” Sri Lanka to “sa-
feguard its sovereignty and
independence”, maintain
social stability and achieve
economic recovery. 

India raises Sri Lankan Tamil issue in UN
It voices concern over lack of ‘measurable progress’ on Colombo’s commitments of a political solution 

Meera Srinivasan

Colombo

India made the statement at the 51 session of the United
Nations Human Rights Council in Geneva. * TWITTER/@UNGENEVA

The Supreme Court did not
entertain a plea advocating a
link between watching Inter-
net porn and sex crimes, in-
cluding child abuse.

A Bench of Chief Justice of
India U.U. Lalit and S. Ravin-
dra Bhat on Monday said
child sex abuse was a crime
by itself. Investigation into
individual cases by the pol-
ice would reveal whether or
not viewing of pornography
had triggered the crime.
That aspect would be part of
evidence of each individual
case. “Seeking a judicial de-
claration from the Supreme
Court that porn on the Inter-
net has led to child sex
crimes would be equal to
giving a go-ahead to online
surveillance,” it said.

The court said the govern-
ment, if necessary, had
enough material in its arse-
nal to ensure that criminal
material was not uploaded

on the Internet. It may be
“unmanageable” for the
court to do so. 

“So your final goal is that
such material should not be
uploaded… Can a court in-
tervene? What you are advo-
cating may be surveillance
and collection of data…” the
Bench addressed senior ad-
vocate Nalin Kohli, who is
the petitioner-in-person.

The court made it clear

that it was worried where
such surveillance of the In-
ternet, if allowed, “may lead
to”. “This is a tiger if it gets
loose, problem is at what
point we control it… The is-
sue of the link between view-
ing pornography and crime
is individual case specific,”
Chief Justice Lalit observed.

Justice S. Ravindra Bhat,
on the Bench, referred to
how the U.S. Supreme Court
had in the 1990s dealt with a
question of banning the In-
ternet to a certain class in or-
der not to give them access
to porn. “Justice Kennedy
said we cannot set the house
on fire to roast the pig,” Jus-
tice Bhat observed.

Mr. Kohli, who withdrew
the petition, had sought a di-
rection to the Bureau of Pol-
ice Research and Develop-
ment to study the link
between free access to Inter-
net pornography and child
sexual abuse cases as well as
rape. 

SC rejects petition linking
pornography to sex crimes
Issue of such a link is specific to individual cases, court says 

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

It said police probe would
reveal if porn viewing had
triggered the crime or not.

Later this week, eight chee-
tahs from Namibia will de-
part from the capital Wind-
hoek in a chartered flight
and land in Jaipur on Friday.
From here they will be tran-
sported in a helicopter and,
after a 40-minute journey to
the Kuno National Park
(KNP) will be released on
September 17 into a dedicat-
ed, ‘quarantine’ enclosure
under the watch of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, of-
ficials from the Union Envi-
ronment Ministry said on
Monday. 

September 17 is Mr. Mo-
di’s birthday and the release
of the cheetahs are timed to
mark the celebrations, Mad-
hya Pradesh Chief Minister
Shivraj Chauhan, said last
month.

The cheetahs will initially
be in quarantine enclosures
for about a month and then
moved to 6-square kilo-
metre, ‘predator-proof,’
holding facilities that will al-
so host live prey. It will be a
few months before the chee-

tahs are released into the
wild. All the animals will be
radio collared and their
movements tracked via GPS.
Based on current prey esti-
mates, the Kuno National
Park can support up to 20
cheetahs and with restora-
tion, protection and man-
agement this number can go
up to 40 individuals, officials
estimate.

Animals present in Kuno
that can be potential prey in-
clude chital, sambar, nilgai,
wild pig, chowsingha, lan-
gur, peafowl, hare and feral
cattle. Close to 748 square
km of forest landscape is
available to the cheetahs in

the park. This is part of the
plan to help the animals ac-
climatise to Indian condi-
tions. However, a local ob-
stacle to the cheetah was
that the current enclosures
in Kuno-Palpur had five leo-
pards all of whom needed to
be relocated as it was inad-
visable to have the two spe-
cies coexist during the chee-
tah’s acclimatisation.

Over time, says the action
plan by the Centre, cheetah
and leopard populations will
be able to coexist. 

India has also finalised an
agreement with South Africa
to source the animals but
this is yet to be signed. 

They will be released on PM’s birthday at Kuno National Park

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Big journey: An India-bound African cheetah undergoing
health exam by an international team of experts. * FILE PHOTO 

Eight African cheetahs to
land in Jaipur on Friday 

A Naga delegation led by Na-
galand Chief Minister Nei-
phiu Rio met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Mon-
day to push for revival of
talks between the Centre’s
envoy and Isak-Muivah fac-
tion of the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland
(NSCN-IM).

The talks broke down in
June after the Centre’s envoy
-A.K. Mishra - excluded three
political points, earlier
agreed to by former Naga in-
terlocutor R.N. Ravi, from
the final proposal submitted
to the NSCN-IM, said T.R. Ze-
liang, chairman, United De-
mocratic Alliance (UDA), Na-
galand who was present in
Monday’s meeting.

Excluded points 
The three “excluded points”
are inclusion of Yehzabo (Na-
ga constitution) into the In-
dian constitution, integra-
tion of Naga-dominated
areas of Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh and Manipur into
the existing State of Naga-
land and creation of regional
autonomous territory coun-
cil for Manipur and Aruna-
chal Pradesh.

A Nagaland government-
led consultative committee
which includes Chief Minis-
ter Neiphiu Rio, Deputy

Chief Minister Y. Patton, and
Mr. Zeliang in a meeting in
March had adopted a resolu-
tion that the Naga peace
talks conclude early and be
transparent.

“The Home Minister was
apprised about the trust def-
icit between NSCN-IM and
Mr. Mishra. After Mr. Mishra
excluded the three points
from the final proposal,
NSCN-IM walked away from
the talks. The points exclud-
ed by the envoy were agreed
to by the former interlocutor
R.N. Ravi. This is what the
IM [Isak-Muivah faction] is
unhappy about,” Mr. Zeliang
told The Hindu.

He added that Mr. Shah
gave them a patient hearing
and the message will now be
conveyed to NSCN-IM. The
delegation met Mr. Mishra
on September 9. “We were
here to meet the Prime Mi-

nister, but he directed us to
meet the Home Minister.
The NSCN-IM said there was
no point of discussion after
the three political points
were excluded from the final
‘Competency’. It is silent on
Yehzabo. Both the interlocu-
tors have agreed on a flag for
the Nagas,” Mr. Zeliang said.

Mr. Mishra, former Spe-
cial Director with the Intelli-
gence Bureau, was appoint-
ed as an adviser in the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) in 2020 to continue
the Naga talks after NSCN-IM
refused to carry on the nego-
tiations with Mr. Ravi.

The Centre is engaged in
discussions with the NSCN-
IM and seven Naga National
Political Groups (NNPGs) to
find a solution to the Naga
political issue. The NSCN-
IM, a key player in Naga
peace talks, has been de-
manding a separate Consti-
tution and a flag for the Na-
gas and creation of ‘Greater
Nagaland’ or ‘Nagalim’ by in-
tegrating Naga-dominated
areas in neighbouring As-
sam, Manipur and Aruna-
chal Pradesh to unite 1.2 mil-
lion Nagas.

“The final agreement de-
pends entirely on the two
negotiating parties. We were
here to apprise the Centre
about the issues blocking the
talks,” Mr. Zeliang said.

Naga delegation meets Shah,
pushes for revival of talks 
Discussions have been stalled after exclusion of 3 key issues 

Vijaita Singh

New Delhi 

Amit Shah

Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) president Mehbooba
Mufti on Monday said the
Jammu and Kashmir admi-
nistration led by Lieutenant-
Governor Manoj Sinha had
failed to instil a sense of se-
curity among the migrant
Kashmiri Pandit community.

“The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) and its administra-
tion is weaponising the suf-
fering of the community to
garner support for its politi-
cal objectives but their (mi-
grant Kashmiri Pandits) is-
sues and grievances are

being ignored,” Ms. Mufti
said. The former Chief Minis-
ter claimed that the com-

munity was facing the worst
time after migration in the
past few years. “The admi-

nistration has miserably
failed to instil a sense of se-
curity among the migrant
community,” she said.

The issues of Kashmiri mi-
grants need a compassionate
and humanitarian approach,
she said, adding, “Instead,
an arm-twisting approach is
being adopted to muzzle
their voice.” Meanwhile, cor-
ruption has touched all new
heights, she claimed. “Com-
petent and honest officers
are pushed to walls to ensure
that the dictates from party
headquarters of BJP are fol-
lowed without any query or
justification,” she alleged.

BJP failed Kashmiri Pandits: Mehbooba
PDP president accuses the party of weaponising the community’s suffering 

Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) President Mehbooba Mufti
speaking to media, in Jammu on Monday. * PTI

Special Correspondent

SRINAGAR

‘India can be permanent
security council member’
RIYADH

India has a powerful case to
be a permanent member of
the U.N. Security Council and
it must adapt to the evolving
global conditions, said
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar. PTI

IN BRIEF

Relative of Trinamool
leader appears before ED
KOLKATA

Maneka Gambhir,
sister-in-law of Trinamool
Congress general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee, on
Monday appeared before the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
in connection with the coal
pilferage scam.

Programme launched 
for Ayurveda Day 2022 
NEW DELHI

All India Institute of
Ayurveda, under the Ministry
of Ayush, on Monday
launched the programme for
Ayurveda Day. The theme for
the celebration is Har Din Har
Ghar Ayurveda. It will be
celebrated on October 23.

CBI court sentences IRS
officer to 6-year jail term 
LUCKNOW

A Special CBI court in
Lucknow on Monday
sentenced a Indian Revenue
Service officer to six years
imprisonment after holding
him guilty for demanding and
accepting bribe for issuing
‘No Dues Certificate’. 

Former Punjab Director
General of Police V.K.
Bhawra who went on leave
after the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP)-led government
sought an explanation from
him for mishandling certain
crime incidents, including
the murder of singer Sidhu
Moosewala, has been
cleared for Central
deputation.

According to data availa-
ble with the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA), Mr.

Bhawra, a 1987 batch Indian
Police Service (IPS) officer
of Punjab cadre, has been
cleared for a posting at the
Centre along with Himachal
Pradesh DGP Sanjay
Kundu.

‘Offer list’
As per norms, Mr. Bhawra
has been placed on the “off-
er list” for Central deputa-
tion after the State govern-
ment’s nod. Days before his
leave was to come to an
end, he was transferred as
Chairman, Punjab Police

Housing Corporation.
Mr. Bhawra was appoint-

ed as the State DGP in Janu-
ary this year by the Charan-
jit Singh Channi-led
Congress government just
before the model code of
conduct was enforced
ahead of the Punjab As-
sembly elections.

The State does not have a
full-time DGP yet. After Mr.
Bhawra proceeded on a
leave in July, Gaurav Yadav,
a 1992-batch IPS officer, was
given the charge as the
State’s police chief.

Former Punjab DGP V.K. Bhawra
cleared for Central deputation
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

An estimated cost of ₹1,800
crore will be incurred to
build the Ram temple in
Ayodhya, officials of the
trust responsible for the
construction of the struc-
ture said on Sunday.

The Shri Ram Janmab-
hoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust, formed on the Su-
preme Court’s orders for
the construction of the
temple, approved its rules
and manual after a marath-
on meeting in Ayodhya.

‘Ayodhya Ram
temple to cost
₹1,800 crore’
Press Trust of India

Ayodhya
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NEWS

(set by KrisKross)

To solve this puzzle online, 
get across to our crossword site
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

Across

1 Danseuse — extremely boring, extremely reserved (6)

4 A ballerina achieving victory — she moves ahead (8)

10 See Irish cop frantically chasing boy (9)

11 Dark fish (5)

12 Carriages returning from Nagasaki or Tokyo (7)

13 One of eight vehicles failing to start in sultanate (7)

14 Rabbi's short farewell message (5)

15 Nerds sue stupid consumers (3,5)

18 Chaotic jam — halt outside a mausoleum (3,5)

20 Soft, thin board (5)

23 No good going through false, faked projections (7)

25 Country with showers after half of winter (7)

26 Tennis player heading off with a new agent (5)

27 Frees one's soul, troubled, accepting meditation finally (9)

28 Still in rebellion, holding value and courage (8)

29 Sickness from primarily navigating across uprising ocean (6)

Down

1 Man near lake leaving crabs, say, for family members (8)

2 Conflict in team mostly on the rise before tie (7)

3 Cattle in, say, European city (9)

5 How to clue old title for movie? (6,8)

6 A doctor about to turn yellowish (5)

7 Somewhat mediocre American substitute for milk (7)

8 Nationalist abandons position in gathering (6)

9 What the smartly dressed man did before marriage (7,3,4)

16 Star or sun, over a period, initially exploding (9)

17 Cows in our part of the world losing ability to move (8)

19 Spiritual leader, upset, not quite willing for merger (7)

21 Stimulates exhausted athletes, having become tired, lacking

energy (7)

22 Surviving with nothing inside an apartment (6)

24 One escaping from region at war — he is doomed (5)

SCAN 

+ 13659

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

It is held that the form of worship varies according to the Yu-
gas. While it is dhyana in Krita Yuga, yagna in Treta Yuga, ar-
chana in Dwapara Yuga, it is stotra in Kali Yuga. In this con-
text, the stotra granthas of acharyas are of great value to
people in Kali Yuga as anyone can chant these hymns with
devotion by way of worship and seek God. Among many
such hymns, Alavandar’s ‘Stotra Ratna’ is considered to con-
vey the essential aspects of the Vaishnava Sampradaya con-
tained in the Divya Prabandha hymns known as the Tamizh
Vedas, pointed out Sri A. K. Sundarrajan in a discourse.

By divine will Azhwars were endowed with “mathi na-
lam” as Nammazhwar confesses. This is the highest know-
ledge about God, and moksha. It was the great acharya Nath-
amuni who was conferred the knowledge of the entire Divya
Prabandha hymns through the direct grace of Nammazhwar
himself. Nathamuni’s foremost disciples handed over this
sampradaya to his grandson Alavandar. As he imbibed the
teachings, Alavandar was so overwhelmed by the esoteric
truths in them and felt compelled to reveal the way to salva-
tion for humanity that was revealed to him and thus was
born the famous hymn Stotra Ratna. Echoing the sentiment
expressed by the Vedas that none, not even Brahma, can ex-
plain the Lord’s infinite glories, Alavandar humbly ventures
to sing the glories of the Lord. For, He alone deserves to be
praised though His ineffable greatness cannot be contained
in words and thoughts. In this hymn, Alavandar shows that
each one’s only task is to seek the Lord’s feet and entrust his
sarira, atma and service to Him. Then he has done what is
required of him for salvation. Though we may be overawed
by His overarching Paratva, His Saulabhya is such that He ac-
cepts every sincere bhakta into His fold.

FAITH

Stotra for salvation 
SUDOKU

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to puzzle 13658

For the first time in 74 years,
the Bachelor of Dental Sur-
gery (BDS) curriculum is all
set for an overhaul.

The decision by the Den-
tal Council of India, which
falls under the Union Health
Ministry, is aimed at bring-
ing the undergraduate
course on a par with global
standards, while making it
more job-oriented and up to
date.

At present the BDS is a
five-year course, which com-
prises four-year academics
and one year of internship.

The proposed credit-
based curriculum will be a
five-and-a-half-year course,
which consists of four-and-a-
half years of academics and
one year of rotational intern-
ship. 

The exam pattern will
shift from yearly to semester
system where the student
has the option to pick from

the 50 to 60 elective subjects
offered alongside.

The elective subjects in-
clude Ayurveda/ Homeo-
pathy/ Unani/ Siddha Medi-
cine dentistry, yogic
sciences and dental medi-
cine, implantology, laser
dentistry, sports dentistry,
3D planning in orthodontics,
among others. “Students
should complete at least
nine electives across all list-
ed categories to graduate.
Each elective shall carry two

credits,” says the proposed
draft.

“Maintaining standards of
a BDS undergraduate on a
par with or exceeding the
changing global standards,
improving the quality of
dental care across the na-
tion, educating dentists
about dynamic ethical pro-
blems — are among the hall-
marks of the proposed
change,” said Anil Kumar
Chandna, executive mem-
ber, the Dental Council of In-

dia. According to the pro-
posed draft, the
choice-based credit system
will encourage students to
diversify their knowledge
with electives and continu-
ing education credits. 

The proposed curricu-
lum, which could be brought
in as early as the next aca-
demic year, will have nine
semesters plus one year paid
compulsory rotatory intern-
ship (CRI) in dental colleges,
with a minimum of 240
teaching days in each aca-
demic year. Apart from the
mandatory nine electives,
“universities can create addi-
tional electives in each cate-
gory based on the changing
needs of society and the
feedback of the various sta-
keholders/academic council.
Task sharing/task shifting
courses shall be designed to
improve employability of
graduates in transdisciplin-
ary positions as healthcare
workers,” states the draft.

BDS course to be revamped
with semester-based system
Course duration to increase by six months; at least 9 elective subjects mandatory
Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI

Changing pattern: The new curriculum is likely to be
introduced in the next academic year. * K. MURALI KUMAR 

The Ministry of Women and
Child Development has writ-
ten to State governments,
asking them to immediately
implement the revised adop-
tion rules requiring adoption
orders to be passed by Dis-
trict Magistrates (DMs) in-
stead of courts with effect
from September 1.

The instructions come
despite concerns raised over
jurisdiction of DMs in civil
matters such as inheritance
and succession, as well as
delays likely to be caused in
cases where the court has al-
ready passed orders since
September 1 or is likely to
pass them shortly after hav-
ing spent several months on
the proceedings.

“All the cases pertaining
to adoption matters pending
before the Courts shall be
transferred to the District
Magistrates from the date of
commencement of the Rules
i.e. 01.09.2022,” Indevar
Pandey, Secretary, Ministry
of Women and Child Deve-
lopment, wrote to Chief Se-

cretaries of States and Union
Territories on Monday. 

He urged for “immediate
compliance of the same, so
that there is no delay in pass-
ing the adoption orders.”

“The Centre should have
clarified what happens to the
orders that have been passed
between September 1 and
September 12, and how
should CARA and DMs deal
with such cases. Courts were
not informed about the
amendments and the Centre
has also not yet notified
Adoption Regulations, 2022
detailing the process to be

followed by the DMs,” said
Sindhu Naik, Member, Kar-
nataka State Council For
Child Welfare.

The amendment being
contested is an amendment
to the rules, and not the
principal Act and therefore
revising it shouldn’t be a dif-
ficult task involving Parlia-
ment’s nod, she pointed out.

“It transfers cases that are
currently being heard in the
district and civil courts to
the DM, which should be
challenged. The rules should
not apply retrospectively,
and should state that only

new cases after September 1
should be brought to DMs for
seeking adoption orders,”
she added.

Experts have drawn atten-
tion to the concern that
when a child turns 18 and his
or her inheritance rights are
contested before a court, a
judicial order is more tena-
ble to secure entitlements.

Parliament passed the Ju-
venile Justice (Care and Pro-
tection of Children) Amend-
ment Bill, 2021 last year in
order to amend the Juvenile
Justice Act ( JJ Act), 2015.
These authorise District Ma-
gistrates and Additional Dis-
trict Magistrates to issue
adoption orders under Sec-
tion 61 of the JJ Act by strik-
ing out the word “court”. 

This was done in order to
ensure speedy disposal of
cases and enhance accoun-
tability. The amendments to
the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Mo-
del Rules, 2016, were noti-
fied on September 1 and re-
quire all adoption cases to be
transferred to the DM with
immediate effect.

States told to implement adoption rules 
The instructions come despite concerns over jurisdiction of District Magistrates

Parliament passed the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection
of Children) Amendment Bill last year. * AFP 

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry is
planning to launch a nation-
wide, mega voluntary blood
donation drive, called the
Raktdaan Amrit Mahotsav,
on September 17, with an
aim to collect one lakh units
of blood.

The drive hopes to create
a database of donors who
can be called upon at times
of emergency.

The Ministry has sent a
letter to all the States and the
Union Territories, stating
that the drive would conti-
nue till October 1, the Na-
tional Voluntary Blood Do-
nation Day (NVBDD). 

“Registrations for blood
donation can be done on the
Aarogya Setu portal under
Raktdaan Amrit Mahotsav

which calls people to donate

blood and be a part of Prime
Minister’s mission for hu-
manity,” said a Health Minis-
try official.

All States and Union Terri-
tories have been requested
to organise the campaign in
local/regional languages. 

They have been request-
ed to disseminate informa-
tion about the drive to all
medical colleges, hospitals,
blood banks and other sta-
keholders. 

A live dashboard will be
operationalised on the e-
RaktKosh web portal for
tracking the number of
blood units donated/collect-
ed in each State and Union
Territory.

Raktdaan Amrit Mahotsav

to start from September 17
Blood donation drive aims to collect one lakh units of blood

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

It aims at creating a database
of donors who can be called
upon during an emergency. 

The Meghalaya government
has set up two panels to in-
vestigate a jailbreak and the
subsequent lynching of four
of the six fugitives by villag-
ers in the State’s West Jaintia
Hills district. Stating this on
Monday, Meghalaya Home
Minister Lakhmen Rymbui
said 5,000 people battered
the four escapees — three
undertrial prisoners and a
convict — to death on Sep-
tember 11, less than 24

hours after they escaped
from the Jowai district jail.

Five Jowai jail officials, in-
cluding head warden C.
Kynjing, have been arrested
in connection with the jail-
break, he informed the
House.

“A total of five undertrial
prisoners and a convict had
overpowered the jail staff
and injured them before
fleeing. A policeman was
hospitalised after he was at-
tacked with a sharp wea-
pon,” Mr. Rymbui said.

Two panels to probe
Meghalaya jailbreak
Mob lynched four of the six escapees 
Special Correspondent

GUWAHATI Inaugurating the Interna-
tional Dairy Federation
World Dairy Summit in Grea-
ter Noida on Monday, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
the Centre has made all ef-
forts to keep a track of the
movement of livestock in the
wake of the spread of lumpy
skin disease (LSD). 

Mr. Modi said there has
been a loss of livestock in
many States due to the dis-
ease in the recent past and
assured everyone that the

Centre and the State Govern-
ments are trying their level
best to keep a check on it. 

“Our scientists have also
prepared indigenous vaccine
for lumpy skin disease,” he
said.

He added the movement
of animals are being moni-
tored to keep the outbreak
under control. 

“Be it vaccination of ani-
mals or any other modern
technology, India is always
eager to contribute to the
field of dairy while striving to
learn from its partner na-

tions. India has acted swiftly
on its food safety standards,”
Mr. Modi said. 

The Prime Minister high-
lighted the centrality of
Pashu Dhan and milk-related
business in the cultural land-
scape of India. 

He said the driving force
of the dairy sector in India is
small farmers and added
that the country’s dairy sec-
tor is characterised by “pro-
duction by masses” more
than “mass production”.

“India is the largest milk-
producing country on the

he said such varieties of cat-
tle can withstand many ad-
verse circumstances. 

He said women have a
70% representation in the
workforce in India’s dairy
sector. 

“Women are the real lead-
ers of India’s dairy sector.
Not only this, more than a
third of the members of dai-
ry cooperatives in India are
women,” he said, adding that
with a value of ₹8.5 lakh
crore, the dairy sector is
more than the combined va-
lue of wheat and rice.

basis of the efforts of these
small farmers who have one
or two cattle. The dairy sec-
tor provides employment to
more than eight crore fami-
lies in the country,” he said.

He said the huge network
of dairy cooperatives in India
is a unique example and
these dairy cooperatives col-
lect milk twice a day from
about two crore farmers in
more than two lakh villages
in the country and deliver it
to the customers. 

Pointing out the impor-
tance of indigenous breeds,

Modi was inaugurating the International Dairy Federation World Dairy Summit in Greater Noida 

Special Correspondent

New Delhi 

Centre is trying to curb lumpy skin disease: PM

The Central Public Works
Department (CPWD) has
started preparations for the
construction of offices for all
MPs, calling agencies on
Monday to apply for the sub-
surface survey of the pro-
posed site. 

The CPWD has proposed
constructing multi-storied
buildings on the plots where
the Transport Bhavan and
the Shram Shakti Bhavan are
located after demolishing
the existing buildings. 

The ‘MP Chambers’, as
the project has been named,
would be connected with
the new Parliament building

via an underground passage. 
On Monday, the CPWD is-

sued a notice inviting quota-
tions from agencies to carry
out the survey to look for un-

derground utilities at the
Shram Shakti Bhavan and
the Transport Bhavan,
which house offices of the
Labour and Transport Minis-
tries, among others. The es-
timated cost was ₹7.60 lakh. 

According to a CPWD offi-
cial, the ‘MP Chambers’ pro-
ject was among the next few
under the Central Vista re-
development plan.

While the revamp of Kar-
tavya Path (formerly known
as Rajpath) has been com-
pleted recently, the con-
struction of the new Parlia-
ment building, the Common
Central Secretariat and Vice-
President’s Enclave is cur-
rently under way.

Government sets ball rolling
for new offices for all MPs
‘MP Chambers’ to be connected to new Parliament building 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Offices to be constructed on
plots where Shram Shakti
Bhavan is located. 

The government is working
on developing electric
highways powered by solar
energy that will facilitate
the charging of heavy duty
trucks and buses, Union
Road Transport and High-
ways Minister Nitin Gadka-
ri said on Monday. 

Addressing an event or-
ganised by the Indo-Ameri-
can Chamber of Com-
merce (IACC), Mr. Gadkari
reiterated that the govern-
ment wanted to develop
India’s public transport
system on electricity. 

He said the Ministry had
conducted route optimisa-
tion exercises across major
corridors and designed a
newer alignment.

Solar-powered
highways soon,
says Gadkari
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Minister for Europe and
Foreign Affairs of France
Catherine Colonna will vi-
sit India on September 14
and 15, the French govern-
ment has announced. 

Upon arrival, Ms. Colon-
na will call on Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and
hold talks with External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar. 

“In a year that marks the
75th anniversary of Indo-
French diplomatic rela-
tions, Minister Colonna
will highlight France’s be-
lief that our trust-based
strategic partnership is our
best asset to continue
boosting our strategic auto-
nomy and uphold a multi-
polar rules-based world or-
der,” declared a statement
from the Embassy of
France, expressing the
country’s “full support” to
India’s upcoming G20 Pre-
sidency. 

The French Foreign Mi-
nister will also meet Na-
tional Security Adviser Ajit
Doval for discussions on
“regional and global secur-
ity issues” and for counter-
terror cooperation with In-
dia, which is hosting “No
Money for Terror” confe-
rence later this year. 

She will travel to Mum-
bai on September 15, for a
meeting with the Indian
business houses that have
a presence in France. 

Ms. Colonna will ad-
dress the annual general
meeting of the Indo-
French Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry.

French Foreign
Minister set 
to visit India
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI
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Ukraine claimed on Monday
that it took several more vil-
lages, pushing Russian forces
right back to the northeast-
ern border, part of a lightn-
ing counteroffensive that
forced Moscow to withdraw
troops from some areas in
recent days.

After months of little dis-
cernible movement on the
battlefield, Kyiv’s sudden
momentum has lifted Ukrai-
nian morale and provoked
outrage in Russia and even
some rare public criticism of
President Vladimir Putin’s
war. As Ukrainian flags be-
gan to flutter over one city
emerging from Russian occu-
pation, a local leader alleged
that the Kremlin’s troops had
committed atrocities against
civilians there similar to
those in other places seized
by Moscow.

“In some areas of the
front, our defenders reached
the state border with the
Russian Federation,” said
Oleh Syniehubov, the Gover-
nor of the northeastern
Kharkiv region. Over the
weekend, the Russian De-
fence Ministry said troops
would be pulled from two

areas in that region to re-
group in the eastern region
of Donetsk.

More fighting 
It was not yet clear if Uk-
raine’s latest blitz could sig-
nal a turning point in the war
— though some analysts sug-
gested it might be while also

cautioning there would likely
be months more fighting.
Momentum has switched
back and forth before.

Still, the mood was jubi-
lant across the country. 

The General Staff of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine
said on Monday that its
troops had liberated more

than 20 settlements in the
last 24 hours. In Kharkiv,
authorities hailed some re-
turn to normalcy, noting that
power and water had been
restored to about 80% of the
region’s population follow-
ing Russian attacks on infras-
tructure that knocked out
electricity in many places. 

“You are heroes!!!” wrote
Kharkiv Mayor Ihor Terek-
hov early in the morning on
Telegram, referring to those
restoring utilities. “Thanks
to everyone who did eve-
rything possible on this most
difficult night for Kharkiv to
normalize the life of the city
as soon as possible.” 

Meanwhile, in Russia,
there were some signs of dis-
array as military bloggers
and patriotic commentators
chastised the Kremlin for
failing to mobilise more forc-
es and take stronger action
against Ukraine. 

Ukraine claims more territorial gains 
Kyiv says troops pushed Russians out of more villages in Kharkiv and reached the border 

Associated Press

KHARKIV

Frontline column: Ukrainian Army tanks during an offensive at an undisclosed location. * AFP

Iran on Monday said it was
ready to continue cooperat-
ing with UN nuclear watch-
dog while revealing a drone
capable of hitting major ci-
ties in Israel, which has
threatened to attack Iranian
nuclear sites if the nuclear
pact fails to fructify.

Speaking after European
powers expressed frustra-
tion with Tehran’s inten-
tions to salvage the agree-
ment, Iranian Foreign
Ministry spokesman Nasser
Kanaani urged the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agen-
cy (IAEA) “not to yield to Is-
rael’s pressure” over
Tehran’s nuclear activities.

The IAEA’s Board of Go-

vernors meets on Monday,
three months after adopting
a resolution urging Iran to
give credible answers to the
agency’s investigations into
uranium traces at three sites
in Iran. Iran says the probes
are politically motivated.

On Saturday, France, U.K.
and Germany said they had
“serious doubts” about
Iran’s intentions to revive a
deal curbing its nuclear pro-
gramme in return for lifting
of sanctions, comments that
were rejected by Tehran
and called “very untimely”
by Moscow. “Iran announc-
es its constructive coopera-
tion with the agency as its
obligation... While Iran has
obligations, it also has
rights,” Mr. Kanaani said.

Iran says it is ‘ready to
cooperate’ with IAEA 
Probes are politically motivated: Tehran
Agence France-Presse

Tehran

King Charles called Britain’s
Parliament the “living and
breathing instrument of our
democracy” and pledged to
follow his late mother Queen
Elizabeth’s example in main-
taining its independence in
an address to both chambers
on Monday.

King Charles arrived at
Westminster Hall in London
to a fanfare of trumpets with
his wife Camilla, Queen Con-
sort, for the address — part of
a series of pageantry-filled
ceremonies following the
Queen’s death on Thursday
at her holiday home in Bal-
moral, Scotland, after 70
years on the throne.

Prime Minister Liz Truss
and parliamentarians from
the House of Commons and
the House of Lords attended
the address in Westminster
Hall.

The Lord Speaker de-
scribed the late Queen as
“both a leader to and servant

of her people”.
In his address, King Char-

les said: “While very young,
Her late Majesty pledged
herself to serve her country
and her people and to main-
tain the precious principles
of constitutional govern-
ment which lie at the heart
of our nation. This vow she
kept with unsurpassed
devotion.

“She set an example of
selfless duty which, with

God’s help and your coun-
sels, I am resolved faithfully
to follow.”

King Charles, 73, who au-
tomatically became mo-
narch of the U.K. and 14 oth-
er realms including
Australia, Canada, Jamaica,
New Zealand and Papua
New Guinea on his mother’s
death, is known for express-
ing his views on matters
ranging from the environ-
ment to youth issues.

He has suggested that as
King, he might have to mod-
erate his style, in keeping
with the tradition that the
monarch keeps out of politi-
cal matters.

After the address, the new
monarch left for Edinburgh
to join his siblings for a so-
lemn procession with the
coffin of late Queen
Elizabeth.

The Queen’s coffin was ta-
ken along the Royal Mile in
the Scottish capital Edin-
burgh on Monday in a silent
and solemn procession
watched by thousands of pe-
ople paying their respects to
Britain’s longest serving
monarch.

Under a sunny sky, King
Charles and his siblings —
Anne, Andrew and Edward
— walked slowly behind the
hearse, while the Royal Com-
pany of Archers provided
the guard of honour. The oak
coffin, was then carried into
St. Giles Cathedral and the
crown of Scotland laid on it.

King Charles addresses Parliament
The monarch resolves to follow the example of ‘selfless duty’ set by the Queen

Great expectations: King Charles III and Camilla, the Queen
Consort, sitting in Westminster Hall on Monday. * AP

Reuters

Edinburgh

New Zealand Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern said Monday
that her government will
not pursue any moves to
change the country into a
republic following the death
of Queen Elizabeth II.

Ms. Ardern said she
thought New Zealand will
eventually become a repu-
blic, and it would probably
happen within her lifetime,
but that there were more
pressing issues for her
government.

The remarks were her
first about the New Zealand
republic debate since the
queen’s death, and reflect
previous comments she has
made on the issue. Ms. Ar-

dern has also previously ex-
pressed her support for the
country eventually becom-
ing a republic.

Under the current sys-
tem, the British monarch is
New Zealand’s head of state,
represented in New Zealand
by a ceremonial Governor-
General. Still, many people
argue that New Zealand
won’t fully step out from the
shadows of its colonialist
past and become a truly in-
dependent nation until it
becomes a republic.

“There’s been a debate,
probably for a number of
years,” Ms. Ardern said.
“But I don’t see it as a short-
term measure or anything
that is on the agenda any
time soon,” she added.

Making New Zealand a
republic not a priority: PM
British monarch is its head of state
Associated Press

Wellington

Sweden on Monday began a
wait for the final results of
its too-close-to-call general
election, with an unprece-
dented right-wing and far-
right bloc in position to
wrest power from Prime Mi-
nister Magdalena Anders-
son’s Social Democrats.

The Scandinavian coun-
try has seen mounting polit-
ical instability in recent
years as the gradual rise of
the far-right has upset the
traditional balance of power
in Parliament.

Sweden again found itself
in a delicate parliamentary
situation after Sunday’s le-
gislative election, with the
right-wing seen holding a ra-

zor-thin lead over Anders-
son’s outgoing left bloc.

“The close result in Par-
liament suggests Sweden is
heading for yet another
messy mandate”, newspap-
er of reference Dagens
Nyheter wrote on Monday.

With the vote deemed too
close to call, election auth-
orities said a final result
would only be ready on
Wednesday, when the last
ballots from abroad and
from advance voting had
been counted.

Editorialist Anders
Lindberg of daily Aftonbla-
det said it appeared “impos-
sible for the left to win be-
cause the votes from abroad
are... usually in favour of the
right”.

Sweden’s far right
makes strong gains 
Counting of votes to end by tomorrow
Agence France-Presse

Stockholm

China’s President Xi Jinping
will on Wednesday travel out
of China for the first time in
32 months, and since the
COVID-19 pandemic began,
as he makes trips to Kazakh-
stan and Uzbekistan.

China’s Foreign Ministry
on Monday finally con-
firmed Mr. Xi’s travel plans,
which had first emerged last
week. Kazakhstan on Sep-
tember 7 announced his visit
while Russia the same day
indicated a bilateral bet-
ween their leaders was on
the cards on the sidelines of
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) Summit,
to be held in Samarkand, Uz-
bekistan, on September 15
and 16. 

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi will also be attending
the SCO Summit, and will
see Mr. Xi for the first time in
person since a November
2019 meeting on the side-
lines of the BRICS Summit in
Brasilia. Both leaders, who
had met 18 times between
2014 and 2019, haven’t spo-
ken directly since then, with
ties strained amid the ongo-
ing LAC stand-off.

Indian and Chinese offi-
cials have so far neither con-
firmed nor ruled out the
possibility of a meeting in
Samarkand. Days ahead of
the summit, India and China
last week announced disen-
gagement of their troops
from Patrolling Point 15 in
Gogra-Hot Springs, one of
the three pending friction
points awaiting disengage-
ment. India has conveyed to

China it will not accept nor-
malcy in ties as long as the
situation along the LAC re-
mains disturbed.

Wednesday’s trip to Ka-
zakhstan will be the Chinese
leader’s first visit abroad
since a trip to Myanmar in
mid-January 2020, days be-
fore the lockdown of Wu-
han, where COVID-19 began.
China has since followed a
strict zero-COVID policy and
kept in place international
travel restrictions. 

The Chinese Foreign Mi-
nistry’s statement on Mon-
day said Mr. Xi will attend
the SCO Summit and pay a
state visit to Kazakhstan, at
the invitation of President
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev of
Kazakhstan and President
Shavkat Mirziyoyev of
Uzbekistan. 

Xi to visit Central Asia, first
overseas trip in 32 months 
China confirms President’s visit to Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan 

Ananth Krishnan

Beijing 

Bangladesh’s Prime Minister
said on Monday that the pro-
longed stay of more than 1
million Rohingya refugees in
crowded camps in the coun-
try has become a serious se-
curity and stability concern.

“Apart from their own
miseries, their prolonged
presence is causing a serious
impact on the economy, en-
vironment, security and so-
ciopolitical stability of Ban-
gladesh,” Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina said at the
opening of a three-day meet-
ing of military officials from
24 countries in the Indo-Pac-
ific region.

The U.S. is the co-host of
the gathering, called the In-
do-Pacific Armies Manage-
ment Seminar, along with
the Bangladesh Army.

While the militaries of the

participating countries are
discussing disaster manage-
ment, transnational crime,
security issues and women’s
empowerment, Bangladesh
is using the platform to high-
light the issue of Rohingya
refugees who have fled from
violence in Myanmar.

Participants in the meet-
ing, including the U.S., Cana-
da, Australia, Japan, Indone-
sia, India, China and
Vietnam, will visit the Rohin-
gya refugee camps to see
their plight, said Gen. S.M.
Shafiuddin Ahmed, Bangla-
desh Army chief. 

In total, Bangladesh is
hosting more than 1 million
Rohingya refugees.

‘Prolonged Rohingya stay
impacts Bangladesh’s stability’
Hasina speaks at meet of military officials from 24 countries

Associated Press

Dhaka

Sheikh Hasina

Pakistan is grappling with
food shortages after deadly
floods left the impoverished
country’s agriculture belt
underwater, the Prime Mi-
nister told the Turkish Presi-
dent by phone, as authori-
ties scaled up efforts on
Monday to deliver food,
tents and other items.

Shahbaz Sharif spoke to
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan overnight to
thank Turkey for dispatch-
ing food, tents and medicine
by 12 military aircraft, four
trains and Turkish Red Cres-
cent trucks. The Interna-
tional Rescue Committee es-
timated that the floods have
damaged more than 3.6 mil-

lion acres of crops in
Pakistan.

A government statement
said Mr. Sharif briefed Mr.
Erdogan about the govern-
ment’s relief activities and
sought assistance from Tur-
key in overcoming the “food
shortage.” Mr. Sharif also
sought help from Turkey on
reconstruction work in the
flood-hit areas.

More than 6,60,000 peo-
ple are living at relief camps
and in makeshift homes af-
ter floods damaged their
homes across the country
and forced them to move to
safer places. Pakistan, the
country’s military, UN agen-
cies and local charities are
providing food to these
flood victims.

Pak. is grappling with
food shortages: Sharif
He thanks Erdogan for dispatching aid
Associated Press

IslamabadThe United Nations mis-
sion in Afghanistan has ac-
cused Taliban authorities
of harassing its Afghan fe-
male employees, urging lo-
cal officials to respect all its
staff.

“There has been an
emerging pattern of ha-
rassment of Afghan UN fe-
male staff by the de facto
authorities,” the UN said in
a statement. Three Afghan
women working for the the
agency were recently de-
tained briefly and ques-
tioned by “armed security
agents of the de facto auth-
orities,” it added.

Taliban released a state-
ment, denying any deten-
tion of UN employees.

UN: Taliban
harassing our
women staff
Associated Press

Islamabad



CM
YK

M ND-NDE

BUSINESS
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

DELHI THE HINDU 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 202216
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 938.50. . . . . . . 31.65

Apollo Hosp. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 4481.60. . . . . . . 21.25

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3432.20. . . . . . . . -9.65

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 801.00. . . . . . . 16.15

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3870.30. . . . . . . 21.70

Bajaj Finserv. . . . . . . . . . .. 17138.05. . . . . . -67.60

Bajaj Finance. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7286.90. . . . . 106.00

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 769.15. . . . . . . . . 3.40

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 342.60. . . . . . . . . 4.10

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3671.85. . . . . . . 22.35

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1064.75. . . . . . . . . 6.45

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 231.50. . . . . . . . -6.10

Divis Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3678.00. . . . . . . 75.00

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 4261.15. . . . . . . . . 6.05

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. . . . 3538.95. . . . . . . 65.80

Grasim Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1768.45. . . . . . . 20.20

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 955.55. . . . . . . . . 7.05

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2419.00. . . . . . -12.50

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1493.55. . . . . . . . -5.05

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 578.55. . . . . . . . . 2.60

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 2857.90. . . . . . . 19.45

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 431.15. . . . . . . . . 5.15

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2580.40. . . . . . . . -8.30

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 907.20. . . . . . . . . 5.95

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1136.85. . . . . . . . -0.30

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1536.20. . . . . . . 24.55

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 330.90. . . . . . . . . 0.40

JSW Steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 686.55. . . . . . . . -0.40

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1924.00. . . . . . . . -2.35

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1961.90. . . . . . . 12.15

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1297.05. . . . . . . . -4.20

Maruti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 8927.65. . . . . . -18.35

Nestle India Ltd. . . . .. 18968.20. . . . . . -83.05

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 166.40. . . . . . . . -0.20

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 134.00. . . . . . . . . 0.00

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 223.95. . . . . . . . . 1.05

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2598.05. . . . . . . 28.75

SBI Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1306.00. . . . . . . . . 8.55

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 554.90. . . . . . . . . 1.55

Shree Cement . . . . . . . .. 24135.10. . . -370.50

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 887.70. . . . . . . . -2.30

Tata Consumer

Products Ltd. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 825.50. . . . . . . . . 9.20

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 451.00. . . . . . . . . 5.10

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 107.75. . . . . . . . . 2.05

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3242.95. . . . . . . 25.30

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . 1150.10. . . . . . . 23.45

Titan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2661.15. . . . . . . 57.70

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 6869.60. . . . . . . 85.95

UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 756.35. . . . . . . 14.35

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 422.00. . . . . . . . . 4.85

EXCHANGE RATES
Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on September 12

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 79.32. . . . . . . 79.64

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 80.39. . . . . . . 80.71

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 92.58. . . . . . . 92.95

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 55.58. . . . . . . 55.80

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 11.45. . . . . . . 11.50

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 83.02. . . . . . . 83.36

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 56.79. . . . . . . 57.03

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 61.04. . . . . . . 61.29

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 17.60. . . . . . . 17.69

Australian Dollar . . . . . . .. . 54.48. . . . . . . 54.71

Source:Indian Bank

market watch

12-09-2022 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 60,115 ddddddddddddddd0.54

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 79.53 ddddddddddddddd0.05

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 51,071 ddddddddddddd-0.11

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 94.82 ddddddddddddddddddddd— 
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India may need up to 28 giga-
watts of new coal-fired pow-
er plants by 2032 to meet
power demand that is ex-
pected to more than double
from the current 404.1 GW, a
government advisory body
said, signalling more increas-
es in coal use by the world’s
third-largest greenhouse gas
emitter.

“It is seen that apart from
under-construction coal-
based capacity of 25 GW, the
additional coal-based capaci-
ty required till 2031-32 may
vary from 17 GW to around
28 GW,” the Central Electric-
ity Authority, an advisory
body to the federal Power

Ministry, said in a draft plan
released last week.

India’s annual electricity
demand could grow by an
average of 7.2% over the five
years to March 2027, almost
double the rate of increase in

the fiscal years from 2017 to
2022, the plan said.

The share of coal in India’s
total power generation, ho-
wever, is likely to fall below
60% by 2027, with India tar-
geting the addition of 500

GW in non-fossil based in-
stalled capacity by 2030, ac-
cording to the plan.

‘Low per capita demand’
Although India is a major
greenhouse gas producer, its
per capita power demand
and emissions are much low-
er than most developed
countries, while it accounts
for the lion’s share of the
world’s additional renewa-
ble energy output, along
with China.

A draft electricity policy
report issued last year indi-
cated India may build new
coal-fired plants due to their
lower cost, although it gave
no estimates of how much
capacity might be built.

‘India may need up to 28 GW in
new coal-fired plants by 2032’
Estimate is in addition to 25 GW under construction: Central Electricity Authority
Reuters

New Delhi

Power surge: Annual demand growth over the five years to
FY27 may be almost double the rate seen in 2017-2022. * AFP 

The South India saree mar-
ket is expected to touch
₹30,800 crore by FY25,
growing at a CAGR of 6%, ac-
cording to a study by
Technopak.

The saree market in the
southern region, with large
players such as Pothys, Nal-
li, Sai Silks Kalamandir, and
RS Bros., was valued at
₹23,200 crore in FY20.

The South market is con-
tributing about 50% to the
overall organised saree mar-
ket of India, as per Techno-
pak’s analysis. Tamil Nadu
led the South India saree
market with an approximate

32% share and valuation of
₹7,400 crore in FY20, fol-
lowed by Karnataka at
₹5,600 crore in FY20.

Saree trade officials said
they believed the overall
market in India was estimat-
ed to have crossed the ₹1
lakh-crore mark (about $15
billion) considering the size
of the women population.

According to them, at
least 33 crore Indian women
spend an average of ₹3,500-
4,000 a year to buy sarees
for occasions including fes-
tivals and weddings. Players
such as Sai Silks Kalamandir,
Fabindia and Biba have an-
nounced IPO plans for
growth and expansion.

‘South saree market may
touch ₹30,800 cr. by FY25’ 
Players expanding to tap market: study 

Special Correspondent

Mumbai

Maruti Suzuki pitched for a
policy framework that was
balanced and provided
more incentives, especially
on the tax front, for hybrid
vehicles as well instead of
being overly tilted in favour
of electric vehicles (EVs).

“Yes. There is a disadvan-
tage for hybrid vehicles
against EVs [due to the diffe-
rence in GST rates],” Shash-
ank Srivastava, Senior Exec-
utive Director, Marketing &
Sales, Maruti Suzuki, said

“Therefore, we think
there has to be, on the tax
front, some support for the
hybrids as well.” 

Currently, the tax rate ap-
plicable on EVs is 5%, while
for small hybrid vehicles it is
28% and for large hybrid
vehicles 43%. 

He also said the domestic
PV market was likely to see
the best-ever sales this year
of almost four million units
despite chip shortage.

Hybrid vehicles need
tax incentives: Maruti
PV sales may touch 4 mn: Srivastava 

Yuthika Bhargava

NEW DELHI

Shashank Srivastava

RBI Deputy Governor T.
Rabi Sankar on Monday
pressed for a law to protect
customers’ privacy to en-
sure that monetisation of
customer data is done in a
responsible manner. 

Last month, the Centre
withdrew the Personal Da-
ta Protection Bill from the
Lok Sabha. “Data can be
monetised,” Mr. Sankar
said at an NCAER event. 

“Therefore, data is sig-
nificant value to business
but at the same time, we
will have to have... laws in
place, followed by regula-
tions, which ensure cus-
tomers’ privacy,” he said.

Need law for
data privacy:
RBI’s Sankar
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Larsen & Toubro Ltd. (L&T)
is holding talks with lead-
ing builders in Bengaluru
and Chennai to take its 3D
Concrete Printing (3DCP)
technology to the next le-
vel, said a top official.

“Our primary business
targets are affordable hous-
ing, villas, military bar-
racks, and single floor
schools, post offices and
factories,” whole-time di-
rector and senior executive
VP (buildings), M.V. Satish,
said. “While the 3D print-
ing technology is available
off the shelf, our expertise
is in preparing the special
concrete mix.” 

L&T in talks to
promote 3D
building tech
N. Anand

CHENNAI

Smaller cities are witness-
ing a notable growth in
smartphone sales over the
last few years and this de-
mand is expected to conti-
nue, Flipkart said on
Monday.

According to the e-tailer,
there has been a more than
25% jump in smartphone
sales on the platform from
January to July this year.
And, the growth was more
than 40% in smaller cities
such as Guntur, Hisar, Mo-
radabad and Shahjahan-
pur, which indicated a
strong preference for high
performance premium
smartphones. 

‘Smartphone
sales led by
smaller cities’
Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

India’s rice export curbs
paralyse Asia trade 
MUMBAI

India’s curbs on rice exports
have paralysed trading in
Asia, with buyers scouring for
supplies from Vietnam,
Thailand and Myanmar where
sellers are holding off on
deals as prices rise, industry
officials said. REUTERS

IN BRIEF

IT firm Happiest Minds
expands Noida office 
BENGALURU

Happiest Minds Technologies,
a tech-solutions provider,
announced the expansion of
its Noida campus to
accommodate another 450
people. Venkatraman
Narayanan, MD & CFO, said,
“NCR is a digital hub with a
strong ecosystem of vibrant
start-ups, successful
enterprises, and education
hubs which make it an
important talent source for
us.’’ The firm also plans to
expand in Bhubaneswar.

Air India (AI) on Monday an-
nounced its decision to lease
25 Airbus narrow-body and
five Boeing wide-body air-
craft. This is its first major
fleet expansion since Tata
Sons took over the airline
last January.

The aircraft include 21 Air-
bus A320 neos, four Airbus
A321 neos and five Boeing
777-200 LRs. These will en-
ter service from late 2022
and increase the airline’s
fleet by more than 25%.

The B777-200 long-range
(LR) planes will join the fleet
between December 2022
and March 2023, and will be
deployed on routes from
Mumbai and Bengaluru to

the United States of Ameri-
ca. This will include flights
from Mumbai to San Francis-
co as well as to the two inter-
national airports in New
York — Newark Liberty and
John F. Kennedy. Bengaluru
will also get thrice-weekly
service to San Francisco.

The expansion comes five
years after Air India leased
14 A320s. Its last aircraft pur-

chase order was in 2006,
which included 111 aircraft.

Industry watchers said
the expansion would take
care of the airline’s near-
term requirements until Air
India places a larger aircraft
order for its growth strategy
for the next 10 years.

In a first for the airline, it
also announced it would off-
er Premium Economy class
on the five B 777-200 planes.

“The B 777-200 planes be-
ing inducted already have
premium economy seats
and will allow AI to try the
concept that is fast catching
on before they place a pur-
chase order,” said Ameya
Joshi, founder of aviation
analysis website Network
Thoughts.

Air India to take 30 planes on
lease, expand fleet size by 25%
Carrier eyes premium economy class in five Boeing aircraft

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

A former unit of Russia’s
Gazprom is paying a
‘meagre’ penalty for the li-
quefied natural gas (LNG)
cargoes it had failed to deliv-
er to India since early June
to absolve itself of all con-
tractual liabilities, a top go-
vernment official said.

Gazprom Marketing and
Trading Singapore (GMTS),
under a 20-year contract,
was to supply 2.5 million
tonnes (mt) of LNG to GAIL
(India) this year, but has not
supplied any cargo of LNG
since early June. 

“The contract provides
for a penalty of 20% of the
agreed price in case of a de-
fault by the supplier,” the of-
ficial, who wished not to be
identified, said. The price of

LNG under the long-term
contract comes to $12-14 per
million British thermal unit
and GMTS is paying 20% of
this for the default, he said.

“LNG in spot market is
being sold at triple the long-
term price and so anyone
would be happy to pay the
meagre penalty and yet
make a huge profit,” the offi-
cial said. With alternative
supplies costing at least
three times the price of
GMTS shipments, GAIL has
reduced supply to users by
about 10% and is exploring
options to advance some of
the U.S. supplies.

‘Gazprom pays minor
fine for undelivered LNG’
‘GMTS was to supply 2.5 mt to GAIL’ 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI <> The deal provides
for penalty of 20%
of the agreed-upon
price in case of a
supplier default

Zak Crawley and Ollie Pope
steered England to an im-
pressive nine-wicket victory
over South Africa at The
Oval on Monday to complete
a 2-1 series victory and put
the seal on an astonishing
turnaround in fortunes for
the home team this year.

England started the day at
97 for no loss needing anoth-
er 33 to win and picked
them up in 27 minutes for

the loss of Alex Lees for 39. 
The victory made it six

wins from seven Tests this
summer, following a 3-0
beating of New Zealand and
a win over India, all follow-
ing an awful run that
brought one win from the
previous 17 Tests and led to
the arrival of Ben Stokes as
captain in place of Joe Root.

England had reached 97
chasing 130 before bad light
stopped play on Sunday’s
fourth day.

The 100-run partnership
came up in the first over on

Monday, the 18th of the
match, and was England’s
fastest ever for the first
wicket.

However Lees, twice
dropped in the slips in the
first two overs of the day, fell
lbw to Kagiso Rabada for 39
in the third after a review
overturned the umpire’s not
out decision.

There was no further
scare, though, as Crawley
thumped a stylish back-foot
cover drive to the boundary
to finish the match.

It was the third time in a

row the Test had effectively
taken less than three days,
after Thursday’s play was
washed out by rain and Fri-
day was cancelled as a mark
of respect following the
death of Queen Elizabeth.

England completes a fantastic series win
Nine-wicket victory puts the seal on astonishing turnaround this year

Reuters

London

South Africa — 1st innings: 118.
England — 1st innings: 158.
South Africa — 2nd innings:

169.
England — 2nd innings: Alex

Lees lbw b Rabada 39, Zak
Crawley (not out) 69, Ollie
Pope (not out) 11; Extras (lb-6,
nb-5): 11. Total (for one wkt. in
22.3 overs): 130.

Fall of wicket: 1-108.
South Africa bowling: Ra-

bada 11-1-57-1, Jansen 7.3-0-
40-0, Nortje 4-0-27-0. Man-
of-the-Match: Robinson; Eng-
land won by nine wickets to win
three-match series 2-1; England
Player-of-the-Series: Ben
Stokes; South Africa Player-of-
the-Series: Kagiso Rabada.

SCOREBOARD

Deserving winners: Stokes and his men take delight in the success of their endeavours. * AFP

SA IN ENGLAND

After an underwhelming
performance in the series
opener against England, the
Indian women’s cricket team
will be eyeing an improved
batting effort in the second
Twenty20 International
here on Tuesday.

The first game at Chester-
Le-Street saw the Indian bat-
ters coming a cropper.

“We discussed a few
things after the first game.
We really need to match the
standards of what we have
achieved in the past. It was a
bit disappointing but it was
just another bad day,” said
opener Smriti Mandhana at a
pre-match media
conference.

Smriti reiterated what
skipper Harmanpreet Kaur
had to say after the first
game loss, that the team

really needed to improve its
batting, especially in the
middle overs.

Smriti admitted that an in-
sipid approach resulted in a
disappointing performance
and the team needed to put
up around 160 to 170 to beat

a quality side.
“Post the CWG, I feel it is

Harman, Jemimah or my res-
ponsibility to take the team
through in the 20 overs. But,
given it is T20 cricket, we
have introduced the likes of
Hemalatha and Kiran into

the mix. But, you have to
give them time to perform to
get to that level,” she added.

Radha Yadav, whose div-
ing effort in the second over
of England’s chase in the first
game resulted in a shoulder
injury, seems to be doubtful
for the second game.

The squads:

India: Harmanpreet Kaur
(Capt.), Smriti Mandhana, Sha-
fali Verma, Deepti Sharma,
Pooja Vastrakar, Jemimah Ro-
drigues, Sneh Rana, Renuka
Singh, Meghna Singh, Radha
Yadav, S. Meghana, Taniya Bha-
tia (wk), Rajeshwari Gayakwad,
D. Hemalatha, Simran Dil Baha-
dur, Richa Ghosh and Kiran
Prabhu Navgire.

England: Amy Jones (Capt.
& wk), Lauren Bell, Maia Bou-
chier, Alice Capsey, Kate Cross,
Freya Davies, Sophia Dunkley,
Sophie Ecclestone, Sarah
Glenn, Freya Kemp, Bryony
Smith, Issy Wong and Danni
Wyatt.

Match starts at 11 p.m. IST.

Improved batting effort required for India to keep three-match series alive

Press Trust of India

Bristol

Seasoned campaigner: Smriti is one of India’s batting
mainstays and she will have to step up again. * GETTY IMAGES

Women in Blue have to pull up their socks

INDIA IN ENGLAND

India’s foreign exchange re-
serves dropping to a two-
year low is concerning as
the pace of foreign inflows
into the country’s markets
eases amid global monetary
policy tightening, an econo-
mists said on Monday.

India’s foreign exchange
reserves declined to $553.1
billion in the week ended
September 2, their lowest
since October 2020 and
down by $8 billion from the
previous week, Reserve
Bank of India data showed.

It was the biggest draw-
down in reserves since early
July, which analysts attribut-
ed to the RBI intervening in
currency markets to help
the rupee after it hit a re-
cord low of 80.12 against a

surging dollar that week.
“Situation is getting wor-

risome because the Federal
Reserve and other central
banks continue to act ag-
gressively and inflows into
Indian markets in Septem-
ber are not as robust as Au-
gust’s,” said Anitha Rangan,
economist with Equirus, ad-
ding imports are rising. Fo-
reign investors have bought
$700 million in equities so
far this month, after pour-
ing in $6.5 billion in August.

‘Central banks’ hawkish moves bode ill’

Reuters

MUMBAI

‘Drop in forex reserves
concerning as inflows lag’

The Finance Ministry late on
Monday termed the increase
in retail inflation from 6.71%
in July to 7% in August as
‘moderate’, and attributed it
to an adverse base effect and
an increase in food and fuel
prices, which it called “the
transient components” of
Consumer Price inflation.

Core inflation, which ex-
cludes these ‘transient com-
ponents’ of food and bever-
ages as well as fuel and light
inflation, was recorded at
5.9% in August, remaining
below the tolerance limit of
6% for the fourth consecu-
tive month, the Ministry em-
phasised. “Despite erratic
monsoons and negative sea-

sonality in vegetable prices,
food inflation in July still low-
er than the April peak of the
current year. To soften the
prices of edible oils & pulses,
tariffs on imported items
have been rationalised pe-
riodically & stock limits on
edible oils have been kept,
to avoid hoarding,” the Mi-
nistry said in a series of
tweets. It later clarified that

it was referring to food infla-
tion in August. Stressing that
inflation in “oils and fats”
and “pulses and products”
have moderated to 5.62%
and 2.52% respectively, it
said the Centre “has prohi-
bited exports of food pro-
ducts like wheat flour/atta,
rice, maida, etc. to keep
domestic supplies steady
and curb rise in prices”.

“Prices of major inputs
like iron ore & steel have so-
bered in the global markets.
This, coupled with the mea-
sures taken by the Govt. to
rationalise tariff structures
of inputs to augment domes-
tic supply, has helped to
keep cost push inflation in
consumer items under con-
trol,” it concluded.

Steps to cool food inflation will
deliver in coming weeks: govt.
‘Core inflation came in below 6% for fourth straight month’

Special Correspondent

New Delhi
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SPORT

Jasprit Bumrah and Harshal
Patel have returned to In-
dia’s squad for the ICC T20
World Cup to be played in
Australia from Oct. 16. The
pace-bowling duo’s return
after injury is a major boost
to India’s hopes of regaining
the trophy after 15 years.

Once Bumrah and Harshal
— having recovered from in-
juries suffered while repre-
senting India — had cleared
fitness test at the National
Cricket Academy in Bengalu-
ru over the weekend, their
return to boost India’s inex-
perienced pace line-up was
inevitable. 

While Bumrah had hurt
his back during India’s tour
to England in July, Harshal
suffered a rib injury during
the following series in the
West Indies.

As a result, the 15-member
squad consisted of four pac-
ers — with Bhuvneshwar and
Arshdeep Singh being the
other two, with all-rounder
Hardik Pandya as the fifth
pace option. The national se-
lection panel, during its
meeting on Monday after-
noon, contemplated on re-
calling Mohammed Shami,
who hasn’t played T20Is
since India’s debacle during
the last year’s T20 World
Cup.

However, Arshdeep’s left-
arm advantage and his ex-
ceptional ability to bowl

yorkers at the death is under-
stood to have tilted the issue
in his favour. Shami, along
with fellow-pacer Deepak
Chahar, is one of the four re-
serves for the tournament.

The other two reserves in-
clude batter Shreyas Iyer and
leg-spinner Ravi Bishnoi.
The Rajasthan spinner was
unfortunate to have been
missed out, with the selec-
tors acceding to the team
management’s preference
for veteran offie R. Ashwin.

India will thus have three
spinners at its disposal, with
Ashwin joining seasoned leg-
gie Yuzvendra Chahal and
all-rounder Axar Patel. 

Axar’s inclusion was a for-
mality as a like-for-like re-
placement for Ravindra Jade-
ja, who injured himself
during the Asia Cup.

Despite the disappointing
outing in the Asia Cup, the
selectors have retained the
same batting combination
that India had for the Asia
Cup. 

Hooda makes it
Rishabh Pant and Dinesh
Karthik are the two wicket-
keeping options, with Dee-
pak Hooda being a deserving
entrant for his first senior
global event.

The selectors also an-
nounced the squads for the
T20I series versus Australia
and South Africa at home,
starting next week. For the
series against Australia, to
take place from Sept. 20,
Shami has been added to the

squad, while Hardik has
been rested for the South
Africa series.

“Hardik, Arshdeep and
Bhuvneshwar will report at
the NCA for conditioning-re-
lated work during the course
of the series against Australia
and South Africa,” said BCCI
secretary Jay Shah in a
statement.
The squads:

For T20 World Cup: Rohit Shar-
ma (Capt.), K.L. Rahul (Vice-
capt.), Virat Kohli, Suryakumar
Yadav, Deepak Hooda, Rishabh
Pant (wk), Dinesh Karthik (wk),
Hardik Pandya, R. Ashwin, Yuz-
vendra Chahal, Axar Patel, Jas-
prit Bumrah, Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar, Harshal Patel and
Arshdeep Singh; Standbyes:
Mohammed Shami, Shreyas
Iyer, Ravi Bishnoi and Deepak
Chahar.

For Australia T20Is: Rohit
(Capt.), Rahul (Vice-capt.),
Kohli, Suryakumar, Hooda, Pant
(wk), Karthik (wk), Hardik, Ash-
win, Chahal, Axar, Bhuvnesh-
war, Shami, Harshal, Chahar
and Bumrah.

For South Africa T20Is: Rohit
(Capt.), Rahul (Vice-capt.),
Kohli, Suryakumar, Hooda, Pant
(wk), Karthik (wk), Ashwin,
Chahal, Axar, Arshdeep, Shami,
Harshal, Chahar and Bumrah.

Fit-again Bumrah, Harshal back in the mix for T20 World Cup 
Asia Cup batting line-up retained; Arshdeep’s left-arm variety and death-bowling skill preferred to Shami’s experience; Ashwin, Chahal and Axar the spinners

Amol Karhadkar

MUMBAI

Cutting edge: Bumrah and Harshal’s return will add teeth to the Indian attack. * FILE PHOTO

CRICKET

Sri Lanka entered the Asia
Cup without the fanfare sur-
rounding India and Pakistan.
But, at the end of the tourna-
ment, there was no doubt
that the Lankans were head
and shoulders above the
rest.

The campaign started
with a shock eight-wicket
loss to Afghanistan, but after
that reverse, Sri Lanka
racked up five successive
wins. The unit took out Ban-
gladesh, Afghanistan, India
and Pakistan twice en route
to a sixth Asia Cup title.

Harsh reality
Nevertheless, the new conti-
nental champion will have to
compete in the qualifying
round to make it to the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup. This is

down to the fact that Sri Lan-
ka was ranked ninth at the
cut-off date in November last
year, just outside the bracket
that earned direct entries.

For captain Dasun Shana-
ka, it is all about seeing the
positives.

“We’ve done well in the
last two years. We have the
momentum. Winning the
Asia Cup will help us in the
World Cup. Playing the quali-
fiers will be good for us, be-
cause we will get to play in
the same conditions before
the main draw starts,” Shana-
ka said.

Bhanuka Rajapaksa,

whose unbeaten 71 rescued
Sri Lanka in the final, spoke
about what the triumph
means to the people of a na-
tion facing an economic
crisis.

“With the crisis back
home, these are tough times
for Sri Lankans. We hope
that we brought some smiles
to their faces,” Rajapaksa
said.

The team is keen to bring
back the attacking style of
cricket made famous by their
predecessors in the 1990s.
This win could be the first
step towards gaining the self-
belief needed to achieve this
dream.

There is fine personnel
available to keep the team on
the rise. Opener Kusal Men-
dis is an exciting stroke-
player, while his partner
Pathum Nissanka keeps it
steady at the other end.

Spinner Maheesh

Theekshana is a threat with
the new ball, while left-arm
pacer Dilshan Madushanka
can trouble the best with

shape into right-handers.
Wanindu Hasaranga is a
match-winner with bat and
ball.

The team management is
not afraid to experiment, if
necessary. The gamble to in-
clude the inexperienced Pra-

mod Madushan in the eleven
for the summit clash paid off.
The medium-pacer, playing
just his second T20I, took
out Babar Azam, Fakhar Za-
man and Iftikhar Ahmed to
scuttle the Pakistan chase.

Shanaka is confident of ac-
ing the upcoming qualifiers
and taking a shot at the
World Cup trophy. If Sri Lan-
ka can keep the winning mo-
mentum, this dream could
turn into reality.

Five successive victories highlight the Sri Lankan saga of revival and triumph
Captain Shanaka looks to carry momentum into meaningful T20 World Cup campaign despite the Island nation having to play the qualifiers

Ashwin Achal

Dubai

ASIA CUP

All for one: The success would have brought some joy to the crisis-ridden nation. * GETTY IMAGES

<> Playing the qualifiers
will be good for us,

because we will get to play
in the same conditions
before the main draw
starts
Shanaka

Spanish teenager Carlos Al-
caraz claimed his maiden
Grand Slam title at the U.S.
Open on Sunday, becoming
the youngest man to ascend
to the World No. 1 ranking
and cementing his status as
the poster boy of tennis’ new
wave.

The 19-year-old dragged
his weary body to a 6-4, 2-6,
7-6(1), 6-3 victory over Nor-
way’s Casper Ruud in the fi-
nal. Alcaraz, the first teenag-
er to claim the top ranking, is
the youngest Grand Slam
men’s champion since his
idol Rafael Nadal at the 2005
French Open.

On a day of landmarks, he
is also the youngest cham-
pion in New York since Pete
Sampras in 1990.

‘Enjoying the moment’
“Right now I’m enjoying the
moment. I’m enjoying hav-
ing the trophy in my hands.
But, of course, I’m hungry
for more,” said Alcaraz. “I
want to be in the top for ma-
ny, many weeks and hopeful-
ly many years. I’m going to
work hard again after this
week, this amazing two
weeks. I’m going to fight for
more of this.”

Despite being in the van-
guard of tennis’ modern era,

his performance on Sunday
also contained elements of a
bygone age — he won 15
points off 21 serve-and-volley
attempts.

It was a gruelling tourna-
ment for Alcaraz.

On Sunday, he claimed the
record for most time spent
on court at a single Grand
Slam, passing the 23 hours
and 21 minutes it took Kevin
Anderson to finish runner-up
at Wimbledon in 2018.

Nadal was quick to con-
gratulate the player widely
seen as his successor.

“Congratulations @carlo-
salcaraz for your first Grand

Slam and for number 1,
which is the culmination of
your great season. I am sure
there will be many more,”
tweeted the 22-time Slam tit-
le winner.

The US Open is Alcaraz’s
fifth trophy of 2022 following
Masters triumphs in Miami
and Madrid as well as Rio
and Barcelona.

Still in his teens, his career
earnings are already close to
$10 million.

Runner-up again
Defeat for Ruud, who was al-
so vying for the World No. 1
ranking, was his second in a

Slam final this year after he
was routed by Nadal in the
French Open.

With the roof closed, the
Arthur Ashe Stadium crowd
observed a moving mo-
ment’s silence on the 21st an-
niversary of the September 11
attacks before the final got off
to a tentative start.

Beats Ruud to become youngest World No. 1 and Slam champion since Nadal in 2005

Agence France-Presse

New York

Alcaraz ushers in new era with gritty win

A day of landmarks! The 19-year-old Alcaraz dragged his weary body to a valiant victory over
Ruud to become the youngest champion in New York since Sampras in 1990. * AP

U.S. OPEN

No amount of out-of-compe-
tition drill can quite prepare
you for dragging your aches
and pains through a full day
of tournament action.

Chennai was hosting its
first Tour-level tournament
in five and a half years. Kar-
man Thandi was playing her
first Tour-level main draw
match in four years. Eugenie
Bouchard was playing her
first Tour-level main draw
match in 18 months.

Chennai seemingly passed
the test. Karman and Bou-
chard definitely did, beating
eighth seed Chloe Paquet of
France 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 and
Swiss Joanne Zuger 7-6(4),
6-2 respectively to set up a
mouth-watering second-
round clash at the WTA
Chennai Open.

Monday will be extra spe-
cial for Karman, for she beat
a player ranked 250 places
above her (109) for what was
her second-ever 250-level
match-win.

“This is very special, be-
cause it is at home,” Karman
said. “It wasn’t an easy
match. But I stayed put and
fought hard. The crowd
helped. I could feel the ener-
gy. Will power and grit to
fight... that’s what I showed.”

Karman went up 3-1 in the

first set only to lose it 4-6 by
double-faulting on set point.
But she shrugged off the dis-
appointment relatively
quickly, breaking to love at
3-3 in the third set, with two
powerful forehand winners
the standout shots.

Karman’s serve came un-
der pressure immediately af-
ter as Paquet earned a break
point. But the Indian
whipped a low ball for a fine
forehand winner to get out of
jail, and then levelled the
match, courtesy two gritty
service holds. In the third,

Paquet was 2-0 up but Kar-
man won six of the next se-
ven games to coast to victory.

“I took a break [after the
first set], refreshed and told
myself that it was like love-
all,” said the 24-year-old. 

“To find solutions to what
was happening was the main
goal and I could do it pretty
often. That’s how the match
swung my way.”

Earlier, Bouchard set the
tone with a straight-set victo-
ry over Zuger to charm the
sparse but enthusiastic
crowd. The Canadian didn’t

play a flawless match, but
shaded the tennis when it
mattered the most.

Bouchard and Zuger trad-
ed early breaks before the
former established a 4-1 lead.
Bouchard’s was the flatter
stroke, hitting with near-zero
net clearance. Zuger’s tennis
was more controlled, but not
as penetrative.

But the tables soon turned
as Zuger restored parity and
even broke in the 11th game
to serve for the set. But on
set-point, Bouchard came up
with a crunching backhand
down-the-line return winner.
It deflated Zuger and she nev-
er recovered.
The results (first round): Euge-
nie Bouchard (Can) bt Joanne
Zuger (Sui) 7-6(4), 6-2; Karman
Thandi bt Chloe Paquet (Fra)
4-6, 6-4, 6-3; Rebecca Marino
(Can) bt Anna Blinkova 7-5, 6-2;
Katarzyna Kawa (Pol) bt Astra
Sharma (Aus) 6-4, 6-3; En Shuo
Liang (Tpe) bt Linda Fruhvirto-
va (Cze) 4-6, 6-1, 6-3; Qiang
Wang (Chn) bt Yanina Wick-
mayer (Bel) 6-4, 1-6, 6-4.

Karman and Bouchard pass the first test
The two took contrasting routes to set up an intriguing second-round clash 

N. Sudarshan

CHENNAI

CHENNAI OPEN

Flying to the finish: Karman pulled things back in the second
set before switching gears in the decider. * K.V. SRINIVASAN
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Tuesday’s order of play

B Centre Court

B Alison Riske-Amritraj 
vs. Anastasia Gasanova

B Ankita Raina vs. 
Tatjana Maria

B Magda Linette vs. 
Moyuka Uchijima

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

Final: Men: 3-Alcaraz (Esp) bt
5-Ruud (Nor) 6-4, 2-6, 7-6(1),
6-3.
Women’s doubles: 3-Krejcikova
& Siniakova (Cze) bt McNally &
Townsend (USA) 3-6, 7-5, 6-1.

THE RESULTS

India’s Twenty20 memories
have been entirely garnished
with the spices of 2007 when
M.S. Dhoni’s men won the in-
augural ICC World T20. The
Indian Premier League has
its allure but talk T20 and in-
evitably it would be about a
15-year leap back in time
when the Men in Blue pre-
vailed at the Wanderers in Jo-
hannesburg. 

Cut to the present, India
has a lot at stake as the ICC
T20 World Cup looms ahead
Down Under from October
16 to November 13. The so-
bering fact is that, after
2007, India has gone six edi-
tions without a title. And
with the selectors having re-
vealed their cards on Mon-
day, Rohit Sharma’s men
have the onerous task of re-
claiming the trophy besides
silencing those whispers
about India’s reticence in ICC
events.

But Australia as the host
may help. The triumph in
the World Championship of
Cricket there in the ODI for-
mat during 1985 and ‘Cham-
pion of Champions’ Ravi
Shastri driving around his
champagne-drenched Audi
have tremendous recall-va-
lue. So do the exploits in
Tests when India toured Aus-

tralia, with the last two series
yielding historic victories.

India has batting muscle
even if Rohit, his deputy K.L.
Rahul and former skipper Vi-
rat Kohli are yet to fully
prosper in unison. The last-
named has reclaimed his
form during the recent Asia
Cup but all three still need to
consistently hit the high
notes while Suryakumar Ya-
dav and Hardik Pandya can
lend adrenaline. The man-
agement has done an ‘either-
or’ strategy with wicketkeep-
ers Rishabh Pant and Dinesh
Karthik. Perhaps it is time to
also look at either purely as a
batter and use both together.

The most heartening
news is the return of Jasprit
Bumrah. He remains the X-
factor and, along with Bhuv-
neshwar Kumar, can mentor

the pace attack. Left-arm
speedster Arshdeep Singh
offers a cool head at the
death while Harshal Patel re-
turns after recovering from
injury.

In the spin department, R.
Ashwin and Yuzvendra Cha-
hal lend experience while
Axar Patel steps in for the in-
jured Ravindra Jadeja whose
nagging left-arm spin, sup-
erb fielding and fiery knocks
will be missed.

With Australia and South
Africa touring India in the
coming weeks, coach Rahul
Dravid and Rohit can try
their ‘playing XI’ ideas. But
time will fly and on Oct. 23,
India will take on Pakistan at
Melbourne in its first match
of the ICC T20 World Cup,
and the dreams of repeating
2007 will surface again.

Can Rohit’s men replicate the feat of Dhoni & Co.?

K.C. Vijaya Kumar

Chennai

Onerous task to reclaim glory
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SPORT

WTA Chennai Open: Sony
Ten 2 (SD & HD) & LIV, 5 p.m.
onwards
RSWS 2022: Colors
Cineplex, Colors Cineplex Su-
perhits, Sports 18-1 (SD &
HD) & Voot Select, 7.30 p.m.
Champions League: Sony
Ten 2 (SD & HD), Six & LIV,
10.15 p.m. & 12.30 a.m.
(Wednesday)
England Women vs India
Women: 2nd T20I, Sony Ten
1 (SD & HD) & LIV, 11 p.m.

LIVE TELECAST

Long jumper Jeswin Al-
drin won the Golden

Fly Series athletics meet
with an effort of 8.12m at
Liechtenstein on Sunday.

It was the first time, the
20-year-old Federation
Cup champion (with a
wind-assisted 8.37m) was
crossing 8m in a competi-
tion outside India.

Triple jumper Praveen
Chithravel, competing in
long jump, was fourth with
7.58m.

Gold for Jeswin
Sports Bureau

Sportstar is set to host the
first-ever North Sports Con-
clave at Lucknow on Sep-
tember 15.

The Conclave will feature
a series of specially curated
conversations on the exist-
ing infrastructure, scout-
ing, training, and gover-
nance of sports in Uttar
Pradesh, particularly, and
North India in general.

Inspiring stories
The event also highlights in-
spiring success stories and
provides a rare opportunity
to get an insider's view on
North India's sporting eco-
system, the role of the go-
vernment in promoting
sports, and more.

Girish Chandra Yadav,
the Sports Minister of Uttar
Pradesh will deliver the
special address on stoking
the Olympic dream in Uttar
Pradesh while Navneet Seh-
gal, Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Sports, Government of
Uttar Pradesh, will address
the gathering on how the
sports industry can help Ut-
tar Pradesh’s run to be-
come a trillion-dollar
economy.

World Cup-winning
cricketer Suresh Raina,

CWG medallists Priyanka
Goswami (race walking), Vi-
jay Yadav ( judo), Vandana
Katariya and Lalit Upad-
hyay (hockey), and Para-
lympian Ekta Bhyan are
among the many athletes
participating in the day-
long Conclave at Lucknow.

This edition will also see
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh,
President, Wrestling Feder-
ation of India, Commander
R. Rajagopalan, former
head of the Target Olympic
Podium Scheme and Ra-
chana Govil, former ED, SAI
Lucknow in attendance.

The Conclave is spon-
sored by Hero We Care, A
Hero Motocorp CSR Initia-
tive. 

The sports management
academic partner is K.J. So-
maiya Institute of Manage-
ment and the associate
sponsors are Indian Oil,
Shiv Naresh and KSG.

Sportstar’s first-ever North
Conclave at Lucknow
Sports Bureau

Rivaa Mehta knocked out
the fifth seed Sarah

Gomes 4-6, 6-2, 7-6(8) in the
girls’ second round of the
Asian under-16 tennis tour-
nament here on Monday.

In the boys’ section, Nas-
saf Ahmed of Bangladesh
beat Crystal Sarkar 3-6, 6-4,
6-2 in the first round. In the
second round, Nassaf will
play Aashravya Mehra, who
got past eighth seed Ha-
rieshwar Saravanan 6-3, 6-1.

Levin Safoor Mydeen and
Rituja Saha are the top seeds
in the boys’ and girls’
events. Tripura Sports Mi-
nister Sushanta Chowdhury
was the chief guest at the
inauguration.
The results: Under-16: Boys:
First round: Aditya Mor bt Sidd-

hant Mohapatra 6-0 6-1; Nassaf
Ahmed (Ban) bt Crystal Sarkar
3-6, 6-4, 6-2; Aashravya Mehra
bt Harieshwar Saravanan 6-3,
6-1; Aaryavir Kothari bt Sreyash
Saha 6-0, 6-0; Tanussh Ghildyal
bt Sapttatanu Ghosh 6-0, 6-0;
Ashwajit Senjam bt Aditya
Acharya 6-2 6-1; Daksh Kapoor
bt Twijilang Debbarma 6-3, 6-1;
Samprit Sharma bt Sudarshan
Mohanasundaram 6-0, 6-0; Za-
rif Abrar (Ban) bt Pragospama
Gayen 6-1, 6-3; Praneel Sharma
bt Md. Adil 6-2, 6-4.

Girls: Second round: Rivaa
Mehta bt Sarah Gomes 4-6, 6-2,
7-6(8); Krishna Raj bt Rithika
Kakarlamudi 6-4, 6-0; Deeksha
Kumar bt Vaari Patankar 6-0,
6-2; Isheeta Midha bt Adrika
Pattnaik 6-0, 6-3; 

First round: Pratistha Ray bt
Adrija Karan 6-4, 6-4; Saijayani
Banerjee bt Jannat Dudeja 6-1,
6-1.

Sports Bureau

Rivaa stuns Sarah

Robert Lewandowski didn’t
expect to meet his former
club so soon. 

After switching sides this
summer, Lewandowski re-
turns to Bayern Munich with
Barcelona in the Champions
League group stage on
Tuesday.

Lewandowski is in top
form, coming off the bench
to score his sixth goal in five
Spanish league games to
help Barcelona win 4-0 at
Cadiz on Saturday.

The Poland striker has on-
ly failed to score on his debut
– against Rayo Vallecano –
since he forced his move to
Barcelona from Bayern in
the off-season.

Lewandowski also got a
hat-trick in Barcelona’s

opening 5-1 rout of Viktoria
Plzen in the Champions
League last week, taking his
tally to 89 goals in the
competition.

He became the first player
to score a hat-trick for three
different clubs in the Cham-
pions League.

The Barcelona fans — who
also fondly remember Le-
wandowski’s four goals for
Dortmund against Real Ma-
drid in 2013 — are hoping he
proves the difference against
a team that has swept it aside
in recent seasons. 

Bayern humiliated Barce-
lona 8-2 in 2020 and beat the
Spanish club twice by a 3-0
scoreline last year. 
Tuesday’s fixtures:

Plzen vs. Inter; Sporting vs.
Tottenham; Liverpool vs. Ajax;
Bayern vs. Barcelona; Porto vs.
Brugge; Marseille vs. Frankfurt;
Leverkusen vs Atletico.

Barca, Bayern in tantalising clash

I am back! Lewandowski will be eager to fire against Bayern.

Xavi’s side will fancy its chances

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
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Manoj Yadav struck twice as
Guru Gobind Singh Sports
College (GGSSC), Lucknow,
beat Punjab Institute of
Sports, Mohali 3-2 in its final
Pool K match to advance to
the semifinals of the 50th
Nehru junior (under-17)
hockey tournament at the
Shivaji Stadium.

Also advancing to the last-
four stage was Madhya Pra-

desh Hockey Academy, Bho-
pal with a hard-fought 2-1
win over Sofia Hockey Aca-
demy in Pool L. 

In Pool N, Odisha Naval
Tata High Performance
Centre remained unbeaten
with a 2-1 victory against
NCC Red while Naval Tata
Hockey Academy, Jamshed-
pur rounded up the semifi-
nal line-up, having already
won both its Phase III match-
es earlier, and will take on
MPHA for a final spot.
The results: Pool K: Guru Go-

bind Singh Sports College,
Lucknow 3 (Manoj Yadav 2, Tri-
loki Venvanshi) bt Punjab Insti-
tute of Sports, Mohali 2 (Japnit
Singh, Mandeep Singh).

Pool L: MPHA, Bhopal 2 (Mohd.
Konain Dad 2) bt Sofia HA, So-
nepat 1 (Jeetpal).

Pool M: CRZ SSS, Sonepat 5
(Sunil, Parikshit Panchail,
Vishu, Sahil, Dhruv Ahlawat) bt
Govt. Model SSS, Chandigarh
0. 

Pool N: Odisha Naval Tata HPC,
Bhubaneswar 2 (B. Yumkhum
Singh, Anmol Ekka) bt NCC Red
1 (Sonu Nishad).

HOCKEY
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

GGSSC moves into the semifinals Future Academy
lifts title
Four wickets by Raghav
Singh and three by
Shivansh Mishra helped
Future Academy thump
Playmakers Academy by
nine wickets and lift the
Playmakers under-19 cricket
title.
The scores:

Playmakers Academy 105 in 32

overs (Arav Desai 34, Raghav

Singh 4/42, Shivansh Mishra

3/12) lost to Future Academy

108/1 in 15 overs (Lakshay

Singh Bisht 57 n.o., Hitesh

Boora 33).

Mangal scores 
quickfire century
Man-of-the-match Mangal
Mahrour scored a 67-ball
143 while Vickey Sood took
three wickets as Gyanti Club
beat Ravi Brothers by five
wickets in the sixth B.R.
Sharma cricket
tournament.
The scores:

Ravi Brothers 277/6 in 40

overs (Ayush Doseja 102,

Pratap Singh 68, Samyak Jain

42, Vickey Sood 3/32) lost to

Gyanti Club 278/5 in 37 overs

(Mangal Mahrour 143, Arnav

Balyan 44, Ishan 41 n.o.).
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\ DELHI ROUND-UP \

Indian Super League cham-
pion Hyderabad FC entered
the semifinals of the Durand
Cup football tournament,
defeating Rajasthan United
FC 3-1 in the quarterfinals
here on Monday.

Nigerian goal-machine
Bartholomew Ogbeche
(sixth minute) opened the

scoring for the ISL cham-
pion, with Akash Mishra
(45th) and Javier Siverio
(69th) getting the other two. 

Uruguayan Martin Cha-
vez scored off a penalty for
the Rajasthan outfiit n the
29th minute.

Mohammedan Sporting
takes on Mumbai City FC in
the first semifinals on Wed-
nesday while Hyderabad go
up against Bengaluru FC a
day later. 

HFC enters last four
DURAND CUP 

Press Trust of India

Kolkata

India defeated Bangladesh
2-1 in the SAFF U-17 Cham-
pionship semifinal here on
Monday to book its spot in
the summit clash.

Striker Thanglalsoun
Gangte (51, 59) netted a se-
cond-half brace to clinch the
win for India. 

Bangladesh pulled one
goal back through a Mirajul
Islam penalty in the 62nd
minute.

Both teams created sever-

al chances in the first half,
which were wasted.

The Blue Colts surged in-
to the lead five minutes after
the resumption as striker
Gangte, who was lurking
around the opposition box,
received the ball just outside
the area, and delectably
sent it to the right of the
goalkeeper.

The lead was doubled se-
ven minutes later through a
brilliant counter-attack.

Bangladesh pulled one
back just a few minutes la-
ter, after it was awarded a
penalty for a soft foul.

Gangte puts India in final
SAFF U-17 

Press Trust of India

Colombo

Sushma Shokeen managed
to get into the repechage

round in the women’s 55kg
category and kept her hopes
alive for a bronze medal in
the World wrestling in Bel-
grade on Monday.

Sushma defeated Cuba’s
Yaynelis Verdecia 2-1 in the

pre-quarterfinals but lost to
Ukrainian Oleksandra Kho-
menets 10-5 in the quarterfi-
nals. As Oleksandra moved
into the final, Sushma quali-
fied for the repechage
round.

Olympian Sonam Malik
exited from the medal race
in the 62kg weight class.

Sonam lost to Ana Paula
Gonzalez 7-2 in the pre-quar-
terfinals. 

The Indian’s hopes ended
as Ana could not make it to
the title clash.

Greco Roman wrestlers
Ashu (67kg) and Deepanshu
(97kg) lost in the repechage
round matches. 

Sushma in repechage round
Sports Bureau
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