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IN BRIEF

A day after eight of the 11
Congress MLAs in the Goa
Assembly defected to the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), Goa Assembly Speaker
Ramesh Tawadkar on Thurs-
day formally accepted the
merger of the State Congress
Legislature Party (CLP) into
the BJP.

Speaking to presspersons
in Panaji, Mr. Tawadkar said
he had gone through the let-
ter submitted by the eight
Congress MLAs and found
that they had the required
number (two-thirds) for
their merger with the BJP. 

The Congress rebel MLAs
— former Chief Minister Di-
gambar Kamat, Calangute le-
gislator Michael Lobo and
his wife Delilah Lobo, Aleixo
Sequeira, Rodolfo Fer-
nandes, Sankalp Amonkar,
Rajesh Faldessai and Kedar
Naik — joined the saffron
party in the presence of
Chief Minister Pramod Sa-
want and BJP Goa president
Sadanand Shet Tanavade on
Wednesday.

Speaking to presspersons
on Thursday after a meeting
of the BJP’s core committee,
Mr. Tanavade said the Con-
gress MLAs had joined his
party owing to Prime Minis-
ter Modi’s development
agenda and that the decision
to allow the Congress MLAs
into the BJP was green-light-
ed by the saffron party’s cen-
tral leadership. “Had the
proposal of merger been gi-
ven to me, then I might have
said no. But when the par-
ty’s central leadership de-
cides on something, then
the decision is binding on

all,” Mr. Tanavade said.
According to sources, a

Cabinet reshuffle by Mr. Sa-
want is imminent and two or
three BJP Ministers may be
dropped to make way for the
new turncoats.

Congress’ Goa desk in-
charge Dinesh Gundu Rao
alleged that the BJP had of-
fered massive sums to the
tune of ₹40 crore-50 crore to
lure each MLA into their
camp, besides instilling the
fear of unleashing Central
agencies on them.

Goa Cong. Legislature
Party merges with BJP
Group has the required numbers, says Assembly Speaker
Shoumojit Banerjee

Pune

Instant reward: Sources say a Cabinet reshuffle is likely in
order to accommodate the new entrants to the party. * PTI

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 16

Jharkhand Chief Minister He-
mant Soren on Thursday
met Governor Ramesh Bais
and urged him to clear the
confusion prevailing in the
State for over three weeks
over the Election Commis-
sion’s (EC) purported opi-
nion on Mr. Soren’s “disqual-
ification” as a member of the

Legislative Assembly in con-
nection with a mining lease
contract.

“Provide a copy of the de-
cision of the Election Com-
mission and provide an op-
portunity for reasonable
hearing at the earliest so that
the atmosphere of uncer-
tainty engulfing the State,
which is dangerous for
healthy democracy, can be

removed soon,” Mr. Soren
urged the Governor in a two-
page letter submitted to him.
Mr. Soren also said that the
Opposition BJP in the State

had been using the uncer-
tainty to “destabilise a de-
mocratically elected govern-
ment by trying to poach
ruling UPA (United Progres-
sive Alliance) MLAs”.

Later, Mr. Soren tweeted
in Hindi: “Meeting Hon’ble
Governor Shri Ramesh Bais
ji today, handed over a letter
to him to remove the uncer-
tainty of unexpected circum-
stances in the State for more
than three weeks.”

Soren seeks clarity from Governor
Jharkhand CM calls for an end to three
weeks of confusion over EC’s letter

Hemant Soren

Amarnath Tewary

Patna

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 16

The Chief Minister’s Break-
fast Scheme rolled out for
students of Classes I to V in
government schools is not a
freebie; in fact it is the fore-
most duty and responsibility
of the State government to
ensure its children are fed.
Such schemes are the face of
a government, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin

said here on Thursday.
He was speaking at the

launch of the novel ‘Chief Mi-
nister’s Breakfast Scheme’ at

the Corporation Primary
School Aathimoolam II in
Simmakal, Madurai.

“While interacting with

students recently in a pro-
gramme at Chennai, I asked
a few students why they ap-
peared tired and if they had
eaten. They said that they
usually don’t eat in the
morning, which struck a
chord. Many officials and
teachers affirmed the same.
That spark led to the birth of
the free breakfast scheme.
Through this scheme, every
student shall enter class-
rooms with their stomachs
full,” he said.

T.N. CM launches Breakfast Scheme
It is not a freebie,
but government’s
duty, says Stalin
Staff Reporter

MADURAI

Meal mates: Chief Minister M.K. Stalin having breakfast with
the students of a school in Madurai on Thursday. * R. ASHOK

‘NOT A CHARITY’ " PAGE 17

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 16

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said on Thursday that
it was the government’s aim
to resolve inter-boundary
disputes in the north-east
and strike a conciliation
with all armed insurgent
groups in the region before
2024. 

Mr. Shah was speaking at
the signing of a tripartite
memorandum of settlement
between the Government of
India, the Assam govern-
ment and eight armed Adi-
vasi groups of Assam. 

Violence goes down 
He said that in the past three
years, many agreements
had been signed with the
armed groups and 93%
pacts had been implement-
ed on the ground. 

He said the number of in-
surgency-related incidents
in the north-east decreased
from 824 in 2014 to 158. The
number of civilian killings in
the region declined from 212
in 2014 to six, and the num-
ber of security forces killed
during the same period had
reduced to two from 20 ear-
lier. More than 10,000

cadres had surrendered and
joined the mainstream after
2014 and more than 7,000
weapons had been surren-
dered. 

AFSPA relaxed
Mr. Shah said it was the aim
of the government to make
the north-east “terrorism-
free”. 

The Home Minister said
that because of the improve-
ment in the security situa-
tion, the disturbed areas un-
der the Armed Forces
Special Powers Act (AFSPA)
had been reduced from a
large part of the north-east. 

‘Aim is conciliation with
all armed groups in N-E’ 
Fall in insurgency incidents, says Shah 
Vijaita Singh

New Delhi

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 16

Home Minister Amit Shah
greets representatives of
the armed Adivasi groups.

* SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA 

Pulling up the States for the
delay in completion of the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment’s flagship rural house-
hold scheme — Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (Gra-
min) — the Union Ministry of
Rural Development has
come up with a set of penal-
ties that the State govern-
ments will have to bear for
any further delay. Opposi-
tion-ruled West Bengal,
Chhattisgarh and Odisha,

along with BJP-ruled Assam,
are the leading four States
who are far behind their
targets.

This is the first time, since
the scheme started in April
2016 with a target of con-
structing 2.95 crore houses,

that the Union Government
has introduced a penalty
clause. The initial deadline
for the scheme was March
2022, which owing to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic was ex-
tended by another two years
till March 2024. 

“The order is only to en-
sure that the States pay more
attention to the programme.
Because of the pandemic, we
have already missed one
deadline and now we have
only 19 months till March
2024 to complete all the
pending houses,” a senior of-
ficial at the Ministry said.

Under the scheme, the go-
vernment has set itself a tar-
get of 2.95 crore houses. This
number was deduced from
the Socio-Economic Caste
Survey, 2011. As per the sta-
tistics available with the Un-
ion Ministry of Rural Deve-
lopment, till August 2022,
2.02 crore houses have been
constructed.

On September 13, the Mi-
nistry sent a circular to all
States listing out six penalty
clauses. If the sanction of the
house is delayed for more
than one month from the
date of issue of the target,
the State government will be
penalised ₹10 per house for
the first month of delay and
₹20 per house for each sub-
sequent month of delay. Si-
milarly, if the first instalment
due to the beneficiary is de-
layed for more than seven
days from the date of sanc-
tion, then the State govern-
ments will have to pay ₹10
per house per week of delay. 

Centre to fine
States that do 
not meet targets 
Sobhana K. Nair

New Delhi

Ambitious goals: Under the scheme, the Union government
has set itself a target of constructing 2.95 crore houses.

Delay in govt.’s flagship PMAY-G scheme to invite penalty

CONTINUED ON " PAGE 16

Karnataka passes
anti-conversion Bill 
BENGALURU

Setting the stage for
clearance of the Karnataka
Right to Freedom of Religion
Bill, the Legislative Council
on Thursday passed the
controversial legislation by
voice vote amidst vociferous
protest and walkout from
Congress members. High
drama prevailed before
the passage of the Bill. 

STATES " PAGE 10
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Six arrested for rape,
murder of Dalit sisters
LUCKNOW

Six persons have been
arrested on charges of
rape and murder of two 
minor Dalit sisters, who 
were found hanging from
a tree in Lakhimpur Kheri
district in Uttar Pradesh on
Wednesday. Lakhimpur Kheri
Superintendent of Police
Sanjiv Suman said, “The girls
were coaxed and taken to the
farm and sexually abused.
Two accused have confessed
to having forceful sexual
relations with the girls.” 

NEWS " PAGE 18
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Tennis legend Roger Federer
called time on his glittering
career through a social me-
dia post on Thursday. And
just like his game on the
courts he adorned for more
than two decades, his note
was high on grace. Winner
of 20 Grand Slam titles, the

former world number one
forged a formidable triumvi-
rate with Rafael Nadal and
Novak Djokovic that domi-
nated men’s tennis. 

But Federer isn’t finished
yet. He wrote: “The Laver
Cup next week in London
will be my final ATP event.”

Roger Federer to retire after Laver Cup
Special Correspondent

Chennai

FULL REPORT " PAGE 21
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CITY

Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia on Thursday al-
leged that the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) is
planning to create 16 new
landfills in the city.

The BJP, in response, said
AAP had stooped to a “new
low” by “levelling a false alle-
gation” against the MCD.

Mr. Sisodia said the BJP-
run MCD has given three
mountains of garbage to Del-
hi and, instead of working to
get rid of them, the corpora-
tion was now coming up
with plans for new landfill
sites across the city.

‘Lives at risk’
“This plan of the BJP will put
the lives of Delhiites in dan-
ger. The BJP, which is on its
way out of the MCD, wants to
convert Delhi into a garbage
city,” Mr. Sisodia said. 

“Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal has a plan to elimi-
nate the mountains of gar-
bage in Delhi. To make Delhi
clean and beautiful, people
must give AAP a chance in
the MCD as well,” he added.

Responding to the allega-
tions, Delhi BJP spokesper-
son Praveen Shankar Kapoor
said that there were no pro-
posals to set up new landfill
sites by the erstwhile BJP-
run corporations — North,
South and East.

He added that the recently
unified MCD also has “no
plan” of setting up new sani-

tary landfill sites in the city.
He also said that the civic bo-
dy has instead been working
towards flattening the three
existing landfill sites at
Bhalswa, Okhla, and
Ghazipur.

A senior MCD official fa-
miliar with developments
said the civic body has ex-
plored options of acquiring
land for landfill sites before
the corporation’s
trifurcation.

“Around 2008, when the
MCD was yet to be trifurcat-
ed, we got some land from

the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment. This was for the pur-
pose of dumping waste since
the Ghazipur landfill was al-
ready full,” the senior MCD
official said. 

He added, “We also paid
an advance of around ₹5
lakh. But due to resistance
from the locals in the area,
the government refused to
hand over the land to us.”

Exploring options
The official said, “Even now
nobody in Delhi and NCR
wants to give land to MCD for
a landfill. But the corpora-
tion is still exploring its
options.”

AAP leader Durgesh Path-
ak alleged that the MCD had
asked for land from DDA,
DUSIB and Delhi Jal Board to
set up new landfills.

“If the BJP succeeds, there
will not be any area left in ci-
ty without a landfill,” Mr.
Pathak added.

BJP-run MCD planning to create
16 more landfills in Delhi: Dy. CM
No such plans, instead corporation working to flatten existing landfills, says BJP

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI <> This plan of the BJP
will put the lives of
Delhiites in danger.
The BJP, which is on
its way out of the
MCD, wants to
convert Delhi into a
garbage city

Manish Sisodia

Deputy Chief Minister 

Continuing its attack on the
Delhi government’s now-
scrapped excise policy, the
BJP on Thursday shared a vi-
deo of an alleged “sting oper-
ation” to claim that the go-
vernment framed the policy
to help a select few and used
the money earned in kick-
backs to fund its campaign in
Goa and Punjab Assembly
polls. 

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia reacted to the
video saying the BJP should
share it with the CBI and
dared the agency to investi-
gate the clip within four days
and arrest him if the claims
were true. 

“If the CBI does not arrest

me within four days, it will be
accepted that the sting video
is yet another lie and part of
the conspiracy hatched at the
offices of the BJP and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
topple the Arvind Kejriwal-
led government in Delhi,” Mr.
Sisodia said. He said after the
CBI raids and the ED investi-
gation failed to find anything
against him, the BJP was try-
ing to find other ways to top-
ple the AAP government. 

Chief Minister Arvind Kej-
riwal tweeted in support of
his deputy saying he hoped
that the BJP would accept the
challenge to have the video
investigated by the CBI.
“Wow Manish! Only a true
and courageous person can
throw such a challenge. I am
sure BJP will accept your
challenge,” Mr. Kejriwal
tweeted in Hindi. 

The BJP said the “sting op-
eration” had not been con-

ducted by them and that the
video was already in the pu-
blic domain. BJP spokesper-
son Sudhanshu Trivedi said,
“The person speaking in the
video is an accused in the FIR
filed by the CBI. He said that
the government deliberately
kept smaller players out of its
now-scrapped policy to help
a few persons monopolise
the market. Kejriwal used to
tell people to do a sting on
those seeking money illegally
from them and he will act
against the culprits. He
should either act or apologise
for his statement.” 

Leader of the Opposition
in the Delhi Assembly Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri demanded that
the Delhi government be dis-
missed immediately as there
was “no doubt left” that big
companies were favoured
while framing the liquor poli-
cy and “gave a share of their
commission to AAP”.

BJP releases sting video on excise ‘scam’;
Sisodia dares CBI to arrest him if it’s true
Arvind Kejriwal
extends support
to his deputy

(From right) BJP leaders Sudhanshu Trivedi, Adesh Gupta and
Manjinder Singh Sirsa addressing a press conference in New
Delhi on Thursday. * SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Break from heat: Visitors enjoying the pleasant weather at the rain-soaked Kartavya Path on Thursday. The Capital recorded the
month's lowest temperature so far after receiving 1.8 mm of rainfall between 8.30 a.m. and 5.30 p.m. * SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA 
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Ominous clouds

Lieutenant-Governor V.K.
Saxena on Thursday granted
permission to the Anti-Cor-
ruption Branch to conduct
an investigation against two
serving and two retired vice-
principals of Delhi govern-
ment schools who allegedly
committed misappropria-
tion/embezzlement of funds
and fraudulently drew guest
teacher’s salary.

‘Tip of a scam’
Sources in the L-G house
said the investigation could
be the “tip of a scam” in the
appointment of about
25,000 contractual guest
teachers in Delhi govern-
ment schools. 

“This case brings to the
fore the devious modus ope-
randi that involves fraudu-

lently appointing ghost
guest teachers against per-
manent vacancies, cooking
up their non-existent atten-
dance and drawing salaries
in their names that only
went to the corrupt officials
and their bosses in the Edu-
cation Department,” a
source said.

The irregularities and dis-
crepancies under investiga-

tion were first detected in
November 2018 by an audit
team and since the matter
pertained to embezzlement
of government funds, it was
taken up with the Anti-Cor-
ruption Branch for registra-
tion of FIR, the L-G house
said. Thereafter, the matter
was examined by the Direc-
torate of Vigilance, which
proposed the approval of
the L-G to carry out the
probe. 

“I have carefully consi-
dered the submission on the
pre-pages and the facts and
records of the case and I am
of the view that this matter
requires to be investigated
by the ACB. In view of the fo-
regoing, I hereby accept the
request of the ACB, and
grant permission for con-
ducting the investigation”,
the L-G said. 

L-G nod for ACB probe into
guest teachers’ salary ‘fraud’ 
Two serving and two retired vice-principals under scanner

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Lieutenant-Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena * THE HINDU 

The Union Environment Mi-
nistry is likely to allow com-
pensatory afforestation (CA)
for development projects ex-
ecuted in the Capital in
neighbouring States due to
shortage of land in Delhi, ac-
cording to a senior Ministry
official.

The official said the Minis-
try has taken cognisance of
the Delhi Development Auth-
ority’s (DDA) request for the
same but refused to elabo-
rate further. The issue of
shortage in land for CA was
flagged by the DDA in two let-
ters to the Ministry in March
this year and in May 2021.

Senior DDA officials, who
are familiar with the develop-
ment, said they have not re-
ceived any communication
on the Ministry’s likely move
to allow CA in the neighbour-
ing States. 

On September 11, The Hin-

du had reported that the
DDA continued to face land
shortage due to which it had
not been able to attend to re-
quests from service agencies
executing development pro-
jects in the Capital. The most
recent request, according to
a senior DDA official, was for
around 25 hectares for CA to
the Indian Railways. 

In the March 30 letter to
the Environment Ministry,
DDA’s vice-chairman Manish
Gupta had sought relaxation
in the guidelines issued un-
der the Forest Conservation
Act, 1980, for CA to be al-
lowed on degraded forest
land in neighbouring States
for projects implemented by
the Centre and public sector
undertakings. 

In 2021, the DDA had pro-
vided 119.76 hectares to va-
rious service-providing
agencies for CA, according
to data provided by the se-
nior DDA official. 

Compensatory Afforesta-
tion, according to the Hand-
book of Forest (Conserva-
tion) Act, 1980, has to be
carried out for diversion of
forest land or deemed forest
land for non-forest purposes,
while the purpose of CA is to
compensate for the loss of
“land by land” and loss of
“trees by trees”.

‘Exclusive relaxation’
Earlier, the senior official in
the Environment Ministry
had told The Hindu that the
DDA was not facing any land
shortage for CA and it was
only looking for an “exclu-
sive relaxation” by propos-
ing CA on “double degraded
forest land”.

According to para-
graph 2.3(i) of chapter 2 of
the Act, CA has to be raised
on suitable non-forest land,
which is equal to the area
proposed for diversion, at
the cost to be paid by the us-
er agency.

Simultaneously, para-
graph 2.3 (iii) states that in
cases where non-forest land
is available but to a lesser ex-
tent,  CA can be carried out
on degraded land which is
twice the extent of the forest
area that is being diverted. 

The Ministry official had
earlier said the DDA was
pushing for a relaxation to
carry out CA on “double de-
graded forest land, which we
will not allow”. 

He had said that the urban
body had over 5,000 hec-
tares on the Yamuna flood-
plains, which remains en-
croached upon and “the
DDA was not acting on this”. 

Compensatory afforestation in other States likely
Union Environment Ministry has taken cognisance of DDA’s letter seeking permission, says official

Facing land shortage, the DDA has not been able to attend to
requests from service agencies executing development
projects in the Capital. * FILE PHOTO

Muneef Khan

New Delhi

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Thursday
asked all Indians to com-
memorate the birth anni-
versary of Bhagat Singh, on
September 28, by joining
blood donation drives be-
ing organised by AAP at 50
locations in the Capital.

In a digital statement is-
sued on Thursday, Mr. Kej-
riwal said, “Bhagat Singh
laid down his life for the
country. Let us all help
those in need by donating
blood on his birth anniver-
sary. I appeal to the youth
across the country to or-
ganise blood donation
camps wherever possible
and motivate as many peo-
ple as they can to donate
blood.” 

He added that the go-
vernments in Delhi and
Punjab, as well as AAP it-
self, function on Bhagat
Singh’s ideology. 

“Bhagat Singh has in-
spired crores of youth
across various generations
over the past nearly 100
years. He made the su-
preme sacrifice for the na-
tion at the age of 23 years.
He chose to get hanged for
the nation. Let us give a
heartfelt tribute to him on
his birth anniversary.” Mr.
Kejriwal said.

Blood donation
drive on
Bhagat Singh’s
anniversary
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) on Thursday told a
court, hearing the bail appli-
cation of AAP Minister Sa-
tyendar Jain, that it was go-
ing to move an application to
transfer his case to another
special CBI court.

The lawyer representing
Mr. Jain, N. Hariharan, called
the move “baffling”.

The hearing of Mr. Jain’s
bail plea has been going on
since August 30 in the court
of special CBI Judge Geetan-
jali Goel who, on September
13, directed the ED’s counsel
to submit a fresh chart of en-
tities and shares in the al-
leged money laundering
case against Mr. Jain and two
of his alleged aides.

The ED’s money launder-
ing case is based on a dispro-
portionate assets FIR filed by

the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation in August 2017. 

The ED has already filed a
prosecution complaint un-
der relevant sections of the
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act against the Jains
and four companies pur-
portedly associated with
them, for allegedly launder-
ing proceeds of crime worth
₹4.8 crore. 

The Delhi Minister was ar-
rested by the ED in connec-
tion with the case on May 31,
2022.

ED to move application
for transfer of Jain’s case
His lawyer calls the move ‘baffling’ 
Ishita Mishra

NEW DELHI

Satyendar Jain * PTI

The Delhi High Court on
Thursday asked the city go-
vernment to respond to a
plea alleging that some State-
run schools in north-east
Delhi were not imparting
“full-time” education.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma and
Justice Subramonium Prasad
gave the direction while
hearing a public interest liti-
gation (PIL) by NGO Social
Jurist.

Advocate Ashok Aggar-
wal, representing the NGO,

told the court that some of
the Delhi government-run
schools in areas such as Kha-
juri, Sabhapur, Tukbirpur,
Sonia Vihar and Karawal Na-
gar, were either imparting
only two hours of daily edu-
cation or teaching on alter-
nate days.

‘No action’
“Some of the schools are
holding two hours of classes,
some are calling children on
alternate days. I have written
to them repeatedly but
(there has been) no res-
ponse, no action,” he said.

Mr. Aggrawal added that
this system was affecting
more than 1 lakh students.
The NGO argued that the
fundamental right to educa-
tion, guaranteed under the
Constitution as well as the

Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act,
were being violated.

Population density
In response, the Delhi go-
vernment’s counsel said, “Af-
ter COVID, everyone has
rushed to government
schools.” He added that the
government was conscious
of issues, including those re-
lated to infrastructure, in
these areas, which, the
counsel added, have a higher
population density.

The NGO submitted that,
on average, 5,000-6,000 stu-

dents are enrolled in these
schools and it was a “really
alarming situation” where
the marginalised students
were not getting full atten-
tion from the Delhi govern-
ment in the matter of their
education.

It also said that the go-
vernment needed to ensure
that its schools impart edu-
cation to students for a mini-
mum of 200 working days
and 800 instructional hours
for Classes 1 to 5 and 220
working days and 1,000 in-
structional hours for Classes
6 to 8, in an academic year. 

HC seeks govt.’s response on curtailment of school hours
PIL claims 1 lakh students affected; govt. attributes it to ‘higher population density’, ‘post-COVID rush’

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI

A 38-year-old ambulance
driver, returning from
work on a motorcycle, was
shot dead by two unidenti-
fied bike-borne men near
Samaspur Khalsa in south-
west Delhi on Thursday
morning, the police said.
The victim, identified as
Sunil, used to work at Rao
Tula Ram Hospital. A case
has been registered and in-
vestigation is under way.

Ambulance
driver shot
dead in city
Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI
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Timings

DELHI

FRIDAY, SEP. 16

RISE 06:07 SET 18:25

RISE 22:17 SET 11:45

SATURDAY, SEP. 17

RISE 06:07 SET 18:24

RISE 23:01 SET 12:42

SUNDAY, SEP. 18

RISE 06:08 SET 18:23

RISE 23:49 SET 13:37

Film actor Nora Fatehi was
interrogated for the second
time by Delhi Police’s Eco-
nomic Offences Wing (EOW)
on Thursday in connection
with conman Sukesh Chan-
drashekhar’s ₹200 crore ex-
tortion case, the police said.

Special Commissioner of
Police (Crime and EOW) Ra-
vindra Yadav told The Hindu

that Ms. Fatehi was confront-
ed with Pinky Irani, a close
associate of Chandrashek-
har, for five to six hours. Ms.
Irani had introduced Ms. Fa-
tehi and actor Jacqueline
Fernandez to Chandrasek-
har, the police said.

Earlier when Ms. Fatehi
was called for questioning,
the EOW was left with sever-
al unanswered questions.
“We cleared all the contrad-
ictions after both [Irani and
Fatehi] were interrogated to-
gether,” the Special CP said.

Ms. Fatehi said she was
approached by Ms. Irani on
behalf of Chandrashekhar in
January. She was called to
Chennai for the inauguration

of a studio and Chandrashek-
har’s wife had gifted her an
expensive bag and a car in-
stead of fee, a police officer
said. Ms. Fatehi received the
bag and her brother-in-law
Mehboob accepted the car
on her behalf due to certain
legal constraints.

Mr. Yadav said Mehboob,
who is Ms. Fatehi’s cousin’s
husband, was also a part of
the interrogation. 

Ms. Fatehi said she never
met Chandrashekhar in per-
son but they have had limited
conversation over WhatsApp
and she was not aware of his
illegal activities, the officer
added. 

Nora Fatehi quizzed for
second time in Sukesh
Chandrashekhar case 
Actor confronted with Pinky Irani: police

Staff Reporter 

New Delhi

Nora Fatehi arrives at the
EOW office in Delhi. * PTI 

A 52-year-old life convict,
who jumped parole in
2007, was arrested on
Monday in connection
with a 2004 double-mur-
der case. He was convicted
of murdering Lt. Gen.
(retd.) Harnam Singh Seth
and his wife Roop Seth in
Vasant Vihar, the police
said on Thursday.

The accused, Bharat
Bhandari, 52, a resident of
Nepal, was arrested on
Monday from the India-Ne-
pal border at Gorakhpur-
Sanuali road in U.P.’s Maha-
rajganj, a senior police of-
ficer said.

Bhandari was reported
absconding after he
jumped parole in the dou-
ble murder case, where he
and his associate, Pradeep
Dutta, robbed and mur-
dered Mr. Seth and his wife
in June 2004, DCP (Special
Cell) P.S. Kushwah said.

Both the accused were
given life sentences. After
spending 14 years in jail,
Bhandari received parole
and fled to Nepal in 2017,
police said.

Convict in
2004 Vasant
Vihar murder
case arrested 
Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI
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STATES

Opposition parties, including
the BJP, the Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) and the Congress,
sharpened their attack
against the ruling Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) in Punjab ov-
er the latter’s allegations that
bribes were being offered to
its (the AAP’s) legislators to
topple the State government.

They accused AAP of try-
ing to divert public attention
from corruption cases linked
to it. AAP hit back and said
Opposition parties were
working together to weaken
democracy. 

Several leaders from Op-
position parties brought up
the audio clip of a conversa-
tion that allegedly took place
between State Minister Fau-
ja Singh Sarari and his close
aide, Tarsem Lal Kapoor. In
the conversation, the duo
are purportedly heard dis-
cussing a plan to extort mo-
ney from foodgrain tran-
sporters. 

State Finance Minister
Harpal Cheema said the au-
dio clip was being examined
and if the allegations are
found to be true, action
would be taken. Mr. Sarari
maintains the audio clip has

been doctored.
He demanded a probe by a

sitting judge of the Supreme
Court into the case of alleged
horse trading of Congress
MLAs in Goa, Karnataka and
Madhya Pradesh, and the al-
leged attempt to bribe AAP
MLAs from Punjab and Delhi
to switch sides.

Meanwhile, SAD leader
Bikram Singh Majithia de-
manded a probe by the CBI
and the Enforcement Direc-
torate into the allegations le-
velled by AAP on efforts to
bribe its legislators. “A High
Court-monitored probe
could also be held on the is-

sue,” he said. 
Members of the BJP’s Pun-

jab unit met Governor Ban-
wari Lal Purohit. They
sought a probe by a retired
High Court judge into the
AAP’s bribery charges. BJP
State president Ashwani Ku-
mar Sharma said the AAP’s
allegations were “completely
baseless” and sought to div-
ert the attention of the public
from the government’s
failure.

Mr. Cheema accused the
Congress of being “a ‘B-team’
of the BJP” and “clandestine-
ly working for the saffron
party”. 

AAP, Oppn. trade barbs over
‘bribes’, ‘poaching’ in Punjab 
‘Oppn. trying to weaken democracy’; ruling party accused of diverting attention 

Vikas Vasudeva

CHANDIGARH

The National Commission
for Protection of Child Rights
has summoned Tamil Nadu
Chief Secretary V. Irai Anbu
on September 20, after the
State government failed to
respond to the child rights
panel’s complaint of alleged
conversions at an unregis-
tered children’s home in
Chennai. 

“The Commission re-
quires you to appear through
virtual mode along with the
details of action taken on
20.09.2022 to explain the
reasons for delay in submis-
sion of the report and to in-
form the Commission about
the action taken on the com-
plaint sent by the Commis-
sion,” Priyank Kanoongo,
chairperson of NCPCR,
wrote in his letter dated Sep-
tember 15.

On September 9, the Com-
mission wrote to the State
government and Tamil Nadu
DGP C. Sylendra Babu about

a report from the Tamil Nadu
State Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights (TN
SCPCR) about a child care in-
stitution CSI (Church of
South India) Monahan
School Girls Hostel in Roya-
pettah, Chennai, where
“girls from poor background
were forced to follow Chris-
tianity”. The inspection by
the SCPCR also found that
the children’s home was not
registered as required under
the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015.
The NCPCR had requested
the State government to res-

cue the girls within 24 hours
and to produce them before
the Child Welfare Commit-
tee. It also sought an inquiry
into the matter and asked the
government to submit a re-
port. The Tamil Nadu go-
vernment has not yet made a
public statement about the
NCPCR’s letter and the alle-
gations about the children’s
home. 

Tussle with DMK
The TN SCPCR Chairperson
and members are embroiled
in a tussle with the DMK over
a government order cancell-
ing their appointment on the
SCPCR panel, which was
stayed by Madras High Court
in March. 

This government order
was subsequently quashed
by the Court in July. On
Thursday, the State govern-
ment appealed against the
July decision and obtained a
stay on the single judge’s or-
der from the division bench
of the Madras High Court..

State was asked to inquire into complaint at a children’s home

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Tamil Nadu CS summoned
over alleged conversions 

V. Irai Anbu

The Punjab and Haryana High Court on
Thursday suspended the jail term of Punja-
bi pop singer Daler Mehndi, who was con-
victed by a Patiala court in a 2003 human
trafficking case.

A single-judge Bench of Justice G.S. Gill
suspended Mehndi’s two-year sentence in
jail, said the singer’s counsel Arshdeep
Singh Cheema. Mehndi had moved the High
Court in July after the Patiala court upheld
the sentence awarded in March 2018 by the
trial court.

The court of Additional Sessions judge in
Patiala had dismissed his appeal on July 14
against the 2018 order of the trial court. He
was then sent to the Patiala jail. The Patiala
police had booked Mehndi and his brother,
Shamsher, who died in 2017, on a complaint
filed by one Bakshish Singh. At least 35
more complaints levelling charges of fraud
against the brothers also came up later.

The complainants had alleged that the
brothers had taken ‘passage money’ from
them to help them migrate to the United
States illegally.

Daler Mehndi’s 2-year
jail term in trafficking
case suspended
Press Trust of India

Chandigarh

All elected public repre-
sentatives of the Aam Aad-
mi Party, including all Pun-
jab AAP MLAs, have been
invited to Delhi for a meet-
ing with party chief Arvind
Kejriwal and other senior
leaders on Sunday.

Alleged attempts of
poaching of AAP MLAs by
the BJP is going to be a ma-
jor point of discussion, ac-
cording to a party source. 

From across country
Calling it the party’s first-
ever Rashtriya Janpratinid-
hi Sammelan, AAP said,
“AAP’s councillors, Zila
Panchayat members,
chairpersons, Mayors,
Block Pramukhs, Sar-
panchs and Pradhans,
from across the country,
will also join the
conference.”

It is expected to see the
presence of 62 MLAs from
Delhi, 92 MLAs from Pun-
jab and two MLAs from
Goa. AAP’s 10 Rajya Sabha

MPs from Delhi and Punjab
will also attend the confe-
rence, the party said. 

“Apart from this, the ex-
pansion of the Aam Aadmi
Party across the country
and strengthening the or-
ganisation will be dis-
cussed in the meeting. The
issues of the public repre-
sentatives who have come
to the conference will be
heard at length, so that
concrete initiatives can be
taken to strengthen the or-
ganisation in that State,”
the statement read. 

AAP calls all party public
representatives to Delhi 
BJP’s ‘poaching’ bids to be discussed 
Staff Reporter

New Delhi 

AAP convener Arvind
Kejriwal. 

Former athlete Bahadur Prasad (second left) and athlete Rupal Chaudhary being felicitated by (left) Navneet Sehgal
(Additional Chief Secretary, Sports, Govt. of U.P.) and L.V. Navaneeth (CEO, THG Publishing Private Ltd.) during the Sportstar’s
North Sports Conclave in Lucknow on Thursday. * R.V. MOORTHY
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Proud moment

I, Tanvi Mandaiya W/o Jaswant Singh
R/o 24-A, 2nd floor, Ashok mohalla,
Nangloi, New Delhi-110041 do hereby
declare that Tanvi & Tanvi Mandaiya
are same & identical person vide affi-
davit no. IN-DL26655829931732U,
Dt.02/05/2022.

BUSINESS OFFER

EDUCATIONAL

GENERAL

LEGAL NOTICE

SITUATION VACANT

GENERAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

EDUCATIONAL

VACANCIES

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

In a belated response, secur-
ity personnel removed prot-
esters who locked the educa-
tion director for hours in her
chamber after holding a
night-long vigil in the office
complex. The director, an In-
dian Administrative Service
(IAS) officer, is pregnant and
was confined to her room
from 10.30 a.m. on
Thursday.

The protesters, a section
of 10,323 ad hoc teachers
who lost their jobs in early
2021 after years of legal pro-
ceedings owing to serious
flaws in their recruitment,
were demanding their rein-

statement in service. The Su-
preme Court in 2017 upheld
a 2014 order of the High
Court of Tripura on the ter-
mination of their services.

The retrenched teachers
have been staging protests in
various forms on a daily ba-
sis to press their demand of
reinstatement or fresh re-
cruitment. They rejected the
State government’s assu-
rance of “phased recruit-
ment” in different capacities
at various departments.

A group of retrenched
teachers locked the office
chamber of the education di-
rector soon after their lead-
ers were released from cus-
tody following a brief
detention. 

The Tripura Commission
for Women has taken cogni-
sance of the forceful confine-
ment of the pregnant officer. 

Ad hoc teachers demand reinstatement in service 

Syed Sajjad Ali

Agartala

Water cannons being used
to disperse protesters in
Agartala on Thursday. * PTI 

Protesters dispersed to rescue
education director in Tripura 

The Central Public Works
Department’s (CPWD) pro-
posal to construct multisto-
reyed buildings with 184 flats
and amenities for Members
of Parliament on Baba Kha-
rak Singh Marg has been re-
commended for environ-
mental clearance by the
Delhi State Expert Appraisal
Committee (SEAC), accord-
ing to the minutes of the
meeting last week. 

Under the project, four
23-floor buildings and a five-
floor amenity block are to be
built after demolition of the
buildings on the site.

The SEAC, at its meeting
held on September 9, ap-

proved the CPWD’s plan to
retain 150 of the 372 trees on
the site and transplant 222
trees. SEAC chairman Vijay
Garg said the condition of
providing electric charging
points for e-vehicles for at
least 20% of the car parking
was imposed in accordance
with Delhi building by-laws. 

The project was recom-
mended to the State Envi-
ronment Impact Assessment
Authority for issuing envi-
ronmental clearance, ac-
cording to the minutes that
were signed on Monday.

A CPWD official said a
construction agency, Sam In-
dia Infrastructure, had been
selected following a tender-
ing process earlier this year. 

Green nod awaited for
housing project for MPs
184 flats to be built in central Delhi
Damini Nath

NEW DELHI

4 killed, three dozen
injured in U.P. accident
LUCKNOW

Four persons were killed and
at least three dozen suffered
injuries when a tractor trolley
in which they were travelling
collided with a bus and was
also rammed by a truck from
behind in Uttar Pradesh’s
Sitapur district. The accident
took place on NH-24. 



CM
YK

M ND-NDE

THE HINDU DELHI

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2022 5
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



E
very week over the past few years,
flight attendants on the two-hour
flight from Guwahati to Delhi had

been encountering two common faces:
a middle-aged couple with expensive
tastes. While the tall, dark and suited
husband sported a Rolex watch, wore
gold chains and rings, and carried a
leather suitcase, the wife was dressed in
formals and donned shades. A few days
later, police personnel manning check-
points on the 38-hour road journey
from the Capital to Assam would see the
same couple travelling in a high-end
SUV. They spoke fluent English and
passed off as hotshot entrepreneurs
heading home after a business meeting.

Little did they know that the suave
gentleman was none other than Anil
Chauhan, 52, who, according to the pol-
ice, has single-handedly stolen around
6,000 cars from across the country over
the past 24 years and is the kingpin of a
gang of 500 auto-lifters with an annual
turnover of at least ₹60 crore. On Sep-
tember 5, Delhi Police revealed that it
had finally nabbed him in the city on
May 23 after being hot on his trail for
several months. Geeta Devi, 48, Chau-
han’s third wife, who had not accompa-
nied him on this trip to Delhi, was ques-
tioned when the team travelled to
Assam and let off, the police said.

The Hindu dug into Chauhan’s crimi-
nal records, FIRs and court orders in
cases involving him, and spoke to inves-
tigators and neighbours to piece togeth-
er his journey from being an ordinary
cab driver in Delhi to an infamous car
thief with around 300 cases, including
attempt to murder, criminal conspiracy,
cheating, forgery and possessing illegal
arms, lodged against him in Delhi, As-
sam and Meghalaya.

Humble beginnings
Born in 1970 into a middle-class family,
Chauhan was one of three siblings
raised in a one-storey house in south
Delhi’s Khanpur Extension, police
sources say. His father, Deshraj Chau-
han, worked as a taxi driver and earned
around ₹2,000 a month. His mother
was a homemaker. Chauhan studied up
to Class XII at a government school in
Andrews Ganj and followed in his fath-
er’s footsteps, the police say. He drove
vehicles for various taxi services, earn-
ing around ₹4,000 a month. Officers say
he never showed interest in pursuing
studies and wanted to earn fame and
wealth by hook or by crook.

His neighbours remember Chauhan
as an ambitious boy who led a quiet life.
“He worked as a cab driver and kept to
himself. He was passionate about cars
and wanted to own one himself. No one
could match his knowledge of cars. La-
ter, we learnt that he has been accused
of stealing cars from several States. He
never seemed like someone who would
take to crime,” says Pramod, 36, a resi-
dent of the locality for the past 30 years. 

Sunny, 37, another resident of the
area, says the news of Chauhan’s arrest
brought back memories of a boy who al-
ways sported a smile and treated neigh-
bours as members of his own family.
“Our family ran a tea shop near Chau-
han’s house and his father used to visit
our shop every day to chat with my fath-
er. Chauhan was a simple man like his
father. I knew he always wanted to taste
success and desired a lavish life, but I
didn’t expect him to achieve those goals
in this manner,” Mr. Sunny says. 

In 1990, Chauhan married Mamata
and they had two children. Five years la-
ter, she passed away and he continued
to work as a driver to support his chil-
dren. “He got fed up with his meagre
pay and decided to make a quick buck
through illicit means,” an officer says.

Taking to crime
In 1998, Chauhan joined a gym in his lo-
cality and started spending most of his
time there. “He wanted to be known as
a muscleman in his area,” the officer
says. At the gym, he met Raj Kumar,
who dabbled in crime, and they soon
became good friends. “Kumar told
Chauhan about Shiva, who often drove
to Nepal and learnt that stolen cars
fetched good prices there,” the officer
says. Mr. Kumar sensed a hunger for
money in Chauhan and made him his
accomplice in stealing vehicles. “Kumar
introduced Chauhan to Mohammad
Alam, a locksmith. The trio then started
stealing vehicles,” a source says.

After carrying out a number of car
thefts, they were arrested by the Hauz
Khas police, but released on bail after a
month. “The trio became notorious in
the early 2000s for stealing vehicles
from posh localities. They were jailed
several times but would soon come out
on bail. With CCTVs not being so com-
mon then, nabbing them became a
tough task,” the source says. The police
say the trio sold two to three cars a day
to middlemen in Delhi, who sent them
to Nepal or sold their parts in scrap mar-
kets in Sotiganj in Uttar Pradesh.

“Chauhan’s expertise in stealing cars
soon grew and he considered his ac-
complices a liability. So, after securing
their contacts in the criminal world, he
cut ties with them,” the source says. He

had now become a “lone wolf” and
learnt how to make duplicate car keys.
“Fewer people meant lesser risk and
more profit,” the source says.

Chauhan also started carrying an un-
licensed pistol to protect himself from
the police. Of the 184 cases lodged
against him in Delhi, 12 are related to fir-
ing at police personnel. “He fired his
gun whenever we managed to intercept
him in a stolen car. Many policemen
have been injured in encounters with
him and several attempt to murder cas-
es have been filed against him. He had a
strong build and several personnel were
required to tackle him,” the source says.

A police officer recalls an incident
where he came face to face with the car-
lifter. “I had received a tip-off that he
was fleeing in an SUV from south Delhi.
I rushed to the spot and found Chau-
han’s car right in front of my vehicle. He
stared straight into my eyes and bran-
dished his pistol. I was travelling alone
and I feared that he would shoot at me,”
he says. In 2000, Chauhan fired at a pol-
iceman posted at the Nizamuddin pol-
ice station who tried to stop him from
stealing a car. In 2017, a court delivered
its verdict in the case and sentenced
him to five years in prison.

Expanding footprint
In 2001, Chauhan started expanding his
operations to Nagaland and Assam,
which were rife markets for stolen vehi-
cles. He got in touch with Pukhvi Naga, a
middleman who sold such cars in Naga-
land. A year later, the Hauz Khas police
arrested Chauhan in a car theft case and
he was remanded in judicial custody in
Tihar jail. Behind bars, he met Raju Ver-
ma and Bappi Sil, who sold stolen vehi-
cles to clients in Assam.

On being released, Chauhan started
driving the stolen vehicles all the way to
Assam to hand them over to Mr. Verma.
“Verma would then get in touch with
Naga and send him vehicles for sale in
Nagaland,” a police officer says. These
vehicles were also often fitted with fake
number plates and used to commit va-
rious crimes, the officer says. Later, he
forged ties with Bahadur, a middleman
who paid him double the cost price of
the cars to sell them in Nepal. “Chauhan
then drove over 1,000 km from Delhi to
Nepal without any stops to hand over
the vehicles to Bahadur,” the officer
says. Chauhan soon built a strong net-
work of auto-lifters and middlemen.
“He impressed his accomplices with his
sheer knowledge about vehicles and
how to steal them from right under the
nose of the police.” 

In the 2000s, Chauhan used to most-
ly steal second-hand Maruti Suzuki
800s, but later targeted high-end SUVs
and luxury sedans that fetched him ₹10
lakh to ₹12 lakh, another officer, who in-
terrogated him, says. Another officer ex-
plains Chauhan’s modus operandi: “To
steal a Maruti Suzuki 800, he would first
remove the lock of its fuel tank and in-
sert a narrow metal slab into it. He
would turn the slab in a circular manner
to ensure that the lock’s structure got
imprinted on it. Chauhan would then
make deep cuts on the marked portions
of the slab to create a duplicate key.” 

To save time, he made the duplicate
key the night before the theft. The next
day, he just had to insert the key in the
car, start the engine and speed away,
the police officer says.

In 2001, Chauhan bought a private
bus under the Delhi Transport Corpora-
tion and two autorickshaws and gave
them on rent, bringing him more in-
come. “He could have easily sustained
himself with that money but he was ad-
dicted to the world of crime,” a police
source says. 

Building his own gang
In 2004, Delhi Police announced a re-
ward of ₹25,000 on his head after which
he shifted base to Sonitpur in Assam,
where he married Rita, a local woman
who had strong political connections in
the ruling Congress government. After
stealing over 200 vehicles in four years,
he looked to build an army of young au-
to-lifters who were “looking to earn a
quick buck” and “willing to go to any
lengths to break the law”, a source says.

The members of his gang were most-
ly criminals who were incarcerated with
him in Tihar jail. “Every time he was
sent to the prison, he would coax fellow
inmates to join his gang. He taught them
his style of stealing vehicles without
leaving a trace,” says a senior police of-
ficer whose team has nabbed Chauhan
several times. The gang members were
spread across the country and they also
carried unlicensed pistols. “He earned a
commission on every car that was sto-
len,” the police officer says. “All 500 au-
to-lifters in the gang stole vehicles from
different parts of the country and sold
them to middlemen, who either sold
them to clients or traded their parts for
money. This way Chauhan received a
cut out of all the thefts his gang mem-
bers committed,” the officer adds.

The officer pegged the total number
of car thefts carried out by Chauhan at
6,000. During the early days of his cri-
minal career in 1998, Chauhan and his
accomplices stole at least two to three

cars a day and sold them to middlemen
in the Capital. After shifting his base to
Assam in 2004, he identified middle-
men in the Northeast States and single-
handedly stole around two to three veh-
icles a week and drove them to his re-
ceivers in Nepal, Assam and Meghalaya.
He also continued to sell stolen vehicles
to middlemen in Delhi who later sold
them in cities like Meerut. 

However, Chauhan remained suspi-
cious of moles and informants among
his gang members. “He asked his gang
members to swear that they would nev-
er reveal his whereabouts if they were
arrested. He would generally not reveal
much about himself to his gang mem-
bers and cut ties with them once they
were arrested,” the officer says.

Module busted
In 2005, Delhi Police’s Crime Branch ar-
rested Chauhan along with five Meerut-
based accomplices and recovered 34
cars from their possession. The police
said nearly 80 cases of car theft were
solved with their arrest. “He had been
selling most of the stolen cars in Meerut
as he found buyers offering lucrative
prices there,” the source says.

The police say most auto-lifters ar-
rested nowadays reveal that they learnt
the tricks of the trade from Chauhan.
“There was no one to rival Chauhan in
the world of auto-lifting. People feared
crossing his path as he commanded
obedience from his followers and had
built a reputation as a strongman. Ho-
wever, despite having so many people at
his beck and call, Chauhan chose to
steal vehicles on his own. He didn’t like
anyone interfering with his work,” a
Sub-Inspector says.

Police sources say to gain legitimacy
in the corridors of power and expand
his criminal empire, Chauhan used his

wife’s political connections. “Rita had
good contacts with politicians and used
her influence to secure Chauhan a job as
a Class-I contractor with the Assam go-
vernment in 2014. He used it as a cover
to carry out his nefarious activities,” a
source says. Apart from a ₹10-crore
mansion in Guwahati, Chauhan owned
several multi-storey properties across
the country. “He lived an opulent life in
Assam and splurged on clothes, wrist-
watches and furniture.”

In 2008, Chauhan married Ms. Gee-
ta, whom he had met in the early 2000s
through her brother Pawan, who
worked with him as an auto-lifter in Gu-
wahati. The police say the couple had
one daughter and Ms. Geeta not only
knew about her husband’s criminal ac-
tivities but also helped him in thefts. Ho-
wever, Chauhan didn’t divorce Ms. Rita
and maintained cordial ties with her
and their four children. In 2009, the
police arrested Pawan in Delhi.

Keeping up with the times
DCP (Central) Shweta Chauhan, whose
team arrested Chauhan, says Ms. Geeta
started accompanying him to Delhi so
that no one could raise suspicions.
“They wore expensive clothes and
shoes as no one would expect such ex-
travagance from auto-lifters,” she says. 

The officer says the couple had a
fixed schedule. “They always boarded
the 4 p.m. flight from Guwahati. On
reaching Delhi, they would head to a
1BHK flat that was taken on rent and
shut themselves up. Neither of them
would step out or speak to neighbours.”

A few hours later, Chauhan would
step out and arrange for a stolen motor-
cycle to do a quick recce of posh locali-
ties and identify possible targets, the
DCP says. Every five days, the couple
would shift to another house in the
same locality to evade suspicion.

According to the police, Chauhan
started carrying a laptop with him as
most cars now had a start button and he
had to hack into the engine control mo-
dule of vehicles and delete the default
memory, a process that would take 10
minutes. The duo would then steal the
car, take the Yamuna Expressway and
head towards Assam or Nepal to hand
over the vehicle to their associates. 

“The couple would sometimes hire a
driver, attach a fake number plate on
the stolen vehicle and use forged docu-
ments to pass through border check-
points. They posed as a family heading
back home. They managed to steal and
deliver at least two cars every month to
middlemen in Nepal and Assam. They
also constantly changed their SIM cards
to prevent the police from tracing their
calls. They mostly communicated using
WhatsApp,” a police source says.

An officer says Chauhan was able to
continue his stealing spree despite be-
ing jailed several times as bail is easily
granted in car theft cases. “Every time
he was arrested, he secured bail within
a month. Auto-lifting is a non-bailable
offence but it is for the courts to adjudi-
cate the merit of each case,” he says.

In 2010, he was remanded in the cus-
tody of the Meghalaya police after he
was arrested in a joint raid by Assam
Police and Shillong Police from Silchar.
Four of his accomplices were also ar-
rested for allegedly tampering with the
chassis and engine numbers of stolen
vehicles and selling them to unsuspect-

ing buyers in Mizoram and other States.
In April 2015, Rumi Nath, a Congress

MLA from Borkhola in Assam’s Cachar
district, was arrested for allegedly ar-
ranging car passes for Chauhan to enter
the premises of the State Assembly and
receiving a stolen BMW from him. His
wife Rita was also arrested in the case af-
ter Ms. Nath in her response to the As-
sembly Secretariat’s notice said that she
had recommended issuance of car pass-
es to the alleged car lifter at the behest
of his wife who was also a Congress
worker. He remained in jail for five years
before being released in 2020. He then
started living away from his family at a
rented house in Sonitpur in Assam.

In August 2015, the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) registered a case against
Chauhan under the Prevention of Mo-
ney Laundering Act for allegedly pos-
sessing ill-gotten wealth and owning
several benami properties across the
country. The ED alleged that Chauhan
had carried out transactions amounting
to ₹6.6 crore through 17 bank accounts. 

The Central agency then froze his ac-
counts and seized Chauhan’s ₹10-crore
bungalow in Assam and several other
properties in other States. All his pro-
perties were later auctioned. 

The DCP says apart from auto-lifting,
Chauhan was also involved in smuggling
the horns of rhinoceros from Assam to
several other States and supplying arms
to several gangsters. “Stealing vehicles
was his bread and butter and he would
never let go of it. Smuggling rhino horns
and arms were a means to earn more
money,” a source says.

Retired Delhi Police ACP Rajender
Singh, whose team caught him twice in
the past, says Chauhan considered
stealing a vehicle “a challenge”. “He
was an active criminal for several years
in the Ambedkar Nagar area. If a partic-
ular vehicle that Chauhan had laid his
eyes on was parked behind half a dozen
cars, he would first break into those
cars, set them aside and then steal the
targeted vehicle,” Mr. Singh says.

He adds that though Chauhan has
been nabbed, cracking down on his net-
work spread across the country will be
an onerous task. “It is a well-oiled rack-
et. There were other budding auto-lif-
ters too, but only Chauhan managed to
make it big,” Mr. Singh says.

Police close in
In January this year, the Dispur police in
Assam arrested Chauhan for allegedly
stealing a Scorpio car from Guwahati’s
Zoo Road. After he was released on bail,
a 10-member team of Delhi Police’s Cen-
tral district and an anti-auto theft squad
were keeping track of Chauhan’s move-
ments. The police personnel also visited
his bungalow in Sonitpur to learn about
his whereabouts and deployed officers
outside his hideouts in Delhi. On May
23, the team received a tip-off that Chau-
han was coming to the Capital to meet
his gang members.

A trap was laid at Desh Bandhu Gupta
Road in central Delhi and he was arrest-
ed. The police recovered five country-
made pistols, five live cartridges and
one stolen car from him. An official said
Chauhan had come to Delhi to deliver
arms in the stolen car. He has been re-
manded in judicial custody and incar-
cerated in Tihar jail. The police say his
criminal record will be produced in
court so that he doesn’t come out soon.

Serial car thief ’s joyride comes to screeching halt
Delhi Police has arrested Anil Chauhan who allegedly stole around 6,000 cars from across the country over the past 24 years and is the kingpin of a gang of 500
auto-lifters with an annual turnover of at least ₹60 crore. Arnabjit Sur pieces together his journey from being a cab driver in the Capital to a repeat offender

Days of innocence: A lane in south Delhi’s Khanpur Extension where Anil Chauhan lived in a one-storey house along with his parents and three siblings. His neighbours remember him as an ambitious boy. * R.V. MOORTHY
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During a road trip, I once stopped for tea at
a small shack on the outskirts of a dusty lit-
tle town. The owner placed a small piece of
paper on top of my glass with a biscuit on
it. It was a way of keeping the tea hot and
ensuring that no flying elements took an
uninvited dip in it. It worked. I took a sip of
my tea, and, in that unlikely place, thought
about the origins of tapas in Spain.

And here’s why. Tapas, as we all know,
are Spain’s much-loved finger food. The
word tapa means a lid, and legend has it
that a drink at a pub came with a piece of
bread or cheese covering the rim in earlier
times in Spain, possibly to keep the flies at
bay.

I have always loved tapas — simple ones
such as salsa on sourdough or olives as
well as the more elaborate ones such as ca-
lamari or jamon Iberico pata negra. So, I
was happy when I learnt about a new res-
taurant in town — called Amaltas Indian ta-
pas and bar. Interestingly, tapas here are
regional dishes that have been innovatively
tweaked. For instance, on the menu are
banana flower tempura and small prawns
flavoured with Bengal’s gondharaj lemon.

The well-lit and airy restaurant in the M
Block Market of Greater Kailash 2 has a
pleasing décor that toasts the wonders of
Nature.  I entered a restaurant after a long,
long time, and had a nice tapas-filled
lunch.

The opener was a jalebi chat — a savoury
jalebi, topped with spicy yoghurt, chutney,
sev and pomegranate. The crunch of the
jalebi complemented the sweet-and-sour

toppings, and I enjoyed it thoroughly, al-
most as much as the Kalimpong cheese
tart, creamy cheese custard in a small pas-
try shell, served with a dollop of Bengal’s
mildly sweet tomato chutney. 

The Amdavad special sandwich was in-
teresting. Inspired by handvo, a Gujarati
fermented rice and lentil batter dish, this
gluten-free sandwich was stuffed with
spiced potatoes and topped with crunchy
sev. The Kachampuli chicken wings — with
the strong flavour of the tart kachampuli —
didn’t appeal to me much, but I loved the
meat bhaji with pao, a tasty keema patty,
topped with a fried egg, and served with
toasted pao. 

The chocolate and jaggery pot au crème
was sublime, as was the salted caramel
kheer (barnyard millet cooked in milk,
with jaggery and salted caramel). The me-
nu includes small and big plates – with dis-
hes such as sweet corn momos with lebu
broth, onion samosas, pulled pork samo-
sas, mutton pepper roast and broccoli
makhani. 

Tapas make for satisfying meals. And,
you don’t get a heavy I’ve-eaten-too-much
feeling at the end of the meal. Not surpris-
ingly, young restaurant goers are greatly
fond of tapas, especially since these dishes
can be eaten throughout the day. Finger
food, indeed, can be finger-licking good.

At Amaltas, M-25 First Floor, Greater
Kailash 2 M-Block Market; 8595324189;
Meal for two ₹2,000

When
small is

more 
Tapas platters are gaining
popularity in the city with

youth, in particular,
making the switch from

heavy meals to snacks

:: Rahul Verma

Manoj Arora’s innate attraction to-
wards monuments and their mag-
nificent history took him to Hampi
in Karnataka during the prolonged
pandemic last year. “Luckily, it was
not overcrowded and I had the
space and time to connect with the
subject leisurely, taking shots in
whichever way that appealed to my
eyes and touched my heart and
soul,” he says.

As a result, he returned with 600-
plus frames that captured the beauty
of the silent ruins of the ancient cap-
ital of the Vijayanagar Empire in mul-
tiple hues and moods. Arora froze
bewitching images of monoliths,
rocks and boulders, the elaborate
carvings and inscriptions on the
stones, the narratives in the murals
of the temple ceilings, the sculptures
and the trees against the play of light.

Just before the inauguration of his
photo exhibition ‘Rediscover Ham-
pi’ at Bikaner House, he was both
excited and nervous about his first
solo show. But the art connoisseurs
magically engaged with his panels.

The exhibition features 80 prints
that Arora describes as ‘realist and
mythical’. “There is an indescribable
beauty in this timeless place that
doesn’t require a language to express.
I want people to feel and experience
this 14th Century city and take pride
in the country’s heritage,” he says.

Whether you are looking at gods
and goddesses carved in stone and
captured in the refractive indices of
dusk or fading murals on the ceil-
ings of the famous Virupaksha Tem-
ple, or the sun rays falling on a wi-
zened tree that stands tall amid the
ruins — every shot of Arora’s speaks
through its composition, depth and
solitude. 

The destroyed forts, royal and

sacred complexes, the pillared halls
and mandapams, the memorial
structures and shrines, the riverside
features, the bazaars and residential
quarters, the gates and stables, the
reservoirs and hydraulic works, the
towers, arches and ornate pillars:
everything integrates harmoniously
into the landscape and reveals the
socio-political and economic pros-
perity of the times.  “Every vestige
of the past there has a story to tell,”
says Arora.

Art critic Uma Nair, who curated
the show, says ‘Rediscover Hampi’ is
a contemporary conversation on an-
tiquity that brings out passages of
time. She worked on the composi-
tions for six months categorising
them under six different themes in
order to bring out the historical
beauty of the UNESCO-recognised
site by the banks of the Tungabha-
dra River. 

“Arora’s narrative assemblage is
born within the sculptures, murals

and monuments of the capital of
one of the greatest kingdoms of
South India. His photographs help
find a lost heritage, add to one’s
knowledge of history, highlight the
art and skills of photography and
brings to fore the vision and passion
of the photographer,” says Uma. 

Hosted by Masha Art, the exhibi-
tion is on at Main art gallery, Bikan-
er House, Pandara Road, India
Gate; Till September 22; 11 a.m. to 8
p.m.

Manoj Arora’s 
first solo show,

‘Rediscover Hampi’
features photographs

that capture the
beauty of the ancient

capital of the
Vijayanagar Empire

:: Soma Basu

Majestic
Hampi Manoj
Arora brings
alive the
unseen side of
the medieval
city and
(below) Seen
with art critic
Uma Nair *

SUSHIL KUMAR

VERMA AND

SPECIAL

ARRANGEMENT 

The story of an empire, framed 

an actor I don’t judge my
characters. After Nil Battey
Sannata and Anarkali of Aarah,
Shivangi is one character I felt
emotionally connected to. It
reminded me of my maternal
grandmother. Married at the age of
15, she used to tell me stories of life
as a teenage bride married to an
Anglicised man, hailing from a
zamindar family. She was a very
devoted wife and mother. When I
read the role of Shivangi, I saw my
grandmother and I channeled
everything that I knew about her
into the character. 

Tell us about Mrs. Falani that
you recently signed up for
! Here I pick from where I left
Shivani — I play a protagonist in
each of the stories in this
anthology of nine characters.

Falani is taken from a colloquial
word in Hindi Falani Dhikani. It is
like Mrs.Etc. The film follows the
small, unfulfilled desires of women
in the age group between 35 and
45. The day I signed it, I started
looking for theatre workshops that
I could join to prep for the role.

How do you see the call for the
boycott of Bollywood films?
! It is an organised, sponsored,
agenda-driven noise on social
media. It doesn’t necessarily
reflect in box office earnings. I
think Brahmastra’s collection has
shut everyone up. .

Why is Bollywood being
targeted?
! A section is targeting Bollywood
because it has always been a
symbol of secularism and
fraternity, celebrating India’s
pluralism and diversity. Those who
have a problem with India’s
secularism and pluralism have a
problem with Bollywood.

But a section of the industry
that remained silent or tried to
further this agenda are also
being targeted
! We are storytellers and should
tell stories in an honest way. I think
Bollywood should not make itself a
platform for propaganda. Having
said that Bollywood is not one
tangible, homogenous entity and
there could never be one voice
coming out of the industry. And
that’s the beauty of it. In a
democracy, people should be
allowed to express their political
opinions as long as they are within
the constitutional framework.
Many actors realise this when their
films are boycotted. We are
legitimising a culture of
authoritarianism. Nobody is going
to be safe from a culture of mob
frenzy. 

You didn’t try to fit in but still
you got some really good parts
to play...
! That shows that Bollywood is
not as bad as people make it out to
be. I don’t have a mentor or
godfather, I don’t have an actor or
producer boyfriend and on top of
that, I don’t have a model’s body. A
lot of young women come to me
and say that they feel if I could
become an actor, they could as
well. I find it amazing that women
see themselves in me.

What’s next for you?
! I have written two scripts;
though difficult I would like to
produce them. One is a rom-com
about two friends, not two lovers.
The other is an edgy love story.
None of them have any politics in
them! 

‘THE ACTOR 
I AM IS BECAUSE 
OF THE PERSON

I AM’ 
Swara Bhasker on playing a meek housewife,

prepping up for Mrs.Falani and why Bollywood is
being targeted

:: Anuj Kumar

The real Swara
Her conviction
drives her

* SPECIAL

ARRANGEMENT

As somebody who has turned her
“dreams into her zid (tenacity)”,
Swara Bhasker says her convictions
drive the roles she plays. “The
actor I am is because of the person
I am. If I was the person who got
easily scared and did not speak up,
I would not have done Nil Battey
Sannata, Anarkali of Aarah or
Veerey Ki Wedding. My convictions
not only influence what I say in
public; they also influence my
choice of scripts.”

The Delhi-based actor is playing
a meek housewife in Jahaan Chaar
Yaar releasing this week. A fun
film that puts a spin on the
Bollywood staple of friends taking
a road trip, Swara is excited to see
the audience’s response to the
movie.

What compelled you to do
Jahaan Chaar Yaar? 
! Usually, the friends taking a road
trip are cool, urban, rich young
guys and girls. Here, the makers
have put together a group of
middle-class housewives, who are
called “behenjis”, by the more hip
crowd in a coming-of-age story. I
found it really cute. I liked the way
the film re-appropriates the
term behenji and flips it to say how
cool, badass, and sassy they can
be. Shivangi, the character I play
is, a timid woman who has not
been able to stand up for herself
and is taken for granted by her
family. I saw it as a challenge. Can I
make audiences that see me as a
Twitter warrior believe that the
person on screen is a meek
character from a small town?

How did you hide the real
Swara?
! That’s the craft and fun of it. As

<> Bollywood is not as bad
as people make it out to
be. I don’t have a
mentor or godfather, I
don’t have an actor or
producer boyfriend and
on top of that, I don’t
have a model’s body

An ode to dance 

At a two-day memorial festival SarojaMohanam
this weekend, Navtej Singh, Aditi Mangaldas
and Kavita Dwibedi will present three different
dance styles to pay homage to  Mohan Khokar,
dance historian while Shovana Narayan, Saroja
Vaidyanathan and Sharon Lowen will pay oral
tributes. A dance year book, AttenDance 2022,
is ready for release on Saturday. 

On Sunday, exponents such as Leela Samson,
Madhavi Mudgal and Alarmel Valli will pay
homage to Bharatanatyam veteran MK Saroja
with their dance recitals. Oral tributes by
Kathak duo Nalini-Kamalini, Meera Das and
Rajendra Gangani will draw the evening to a
close. 

At Stein Auditorium, India Habitat Centre,
Lodi Colony; September 17 and 18; 7 p.m.

Celebrating Zohra Sehgal
Festival of the
Arts features
recorded
interviews and
recitation of
Hafeez
Jalandhari’s
nazm by the late
Zohra Sehgal

besides plays and screening of her films as a
tribute to the doyenne of Indian theatre.
Qawwali by the Nizami brothers,  Odissi
performance by Sangini Kumar and a
jugalbandi of sitar and cello are also billed. On
September 17 and 18; At C D Deshmukh
Auditorium, India International Centre, 40
Max Mueller Marg; 3.30 p.m. onward

Mobile photography
The Prithvi Fine Arts and Cultural Center is
mounting Sanjay Bhattacharya’s first mobile
photography exhibition, on at the Prithvi Fine
Arts and Cultural Center. At A-1 / 232,
Safdarjung Enclave, Opposite AIIMS Trauma
Centre; Till September 30; 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
(Sunday closed)
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STATES

The Maharashtra govern-
ment made a competitive off-
er to outbid other States, but
the decision to pick Gujarat
for Vedanta-Foxconn’s $20-
billion semiconductor unit
was based on professional
advice, said Vedanta Re-
sources Limited chairman
Anil Agarwal on Thursday.

He said they had decided
on Gujarat a few months ago
as the State government met
their expectations. “But in
the July meeting with the
Maharashtra leadership, they
made a huge effort to outbid
other States with a competi-
tive offer. We have to start in
one place, and based on pro-
fessional and independent
advice we chose Gujarat,” Mr.
Agarwal said.

The 68-year-old billionaire
industrialist took to Twitter
and said Vedanta-Foxconn
had been professionally as-
sessing the site for a multibil-
lion-dollar investment. “This
is a scientific and financial
process which takes several
years. We started this about 2
years ago… This multibillion-
dollar long-term investment

will change the course of In-
dian electronics. We will
create a pan-India ecosystem
and are fully committed to in-
vesting in Maharashtra as
well. Maharashtra will be our
key to forwarding integration
in our Gujarat JV [ joint ven-
ture],” Mr. Agarwal said.

Political blame game
The company’s September 13
announcement of the JV and
signing of the deal with the
Gujarat government trig-
gered a political blame game
in Maharashtra with the Shiv
Sena, the Nationalist Con-
gress Party and the Congress
— constituents of the pre-
vious Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government — corner-
ing the Eknath Shinde-led go-

vernment for letting the me-
ga project slip away.

Slamming the Opposition
over its criticism, Maharash-
tra Deputy Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis said it was
disappointing that “negative,
false and baseless claims”
were being spread to gain
political mileage. He hit back
at them with questions about
the Nanar refinery project. “I
want to ask Opposition lead-
ers, who sent back the ₹3.5
lakh crore refinery from
Maharashtra?”

“My advice to these lead-
ers is to focus on becoming
competent and efficient and
not negative and desperate,”
Mr. Fadnavis said.

On Wednesday, Chief Mi-
nister Shinde said that the
MVA government didn’t
cooperate on the Vedanta-
Foxconn project, and he did
not want to get into the
blame game over neighbour-
ing Gujarat bagging the pro-
ject. “The Opposition can in-
trospect,” he said.

He said the group has stat-
ed that they would set up a
manufacturing hub for
iPhone and TV equipment in
the State.

‘Move to pick Gujarat based on expert advice’
Vedanta chairman says Maharashtra made huge effort to outbid other States for semiconductor plant 

Abhinay Deshpande 

Mumbai

Vedanta chairman 
Anil Agarwal. * FILE PHOTO

The multibillion-dollar Ve-
danta-Foxconn semicon-
ductor plant should not
have gone out of Maharash-
tra, said Nationalist Con-
gress Party chief Sharad Pa-
war on Thursday. There
was no hope of it coming
back to the State as it has
opted for Gujarat, he
added.

“The Centre’s assurance
to the State that it will get a
bigger project than the Ve-
danta-Foxconn semicon-
ductor plant is akin to try-
ing to ‘convince a child’,”
he said addressing a press
conference in Pune.

The former Union Minis-
ter said it would have been
good if the plant had come
up at Talegaon near Pune,
which is an automobile
hub.

Meanwhile, Maharashtra
Congress general secretary
Sachin Sawant claimed that

shifting out Vedanta-Fox-
conn to infeasible Dholera
will harm the country.

‘Under pressure’
He alleged that despite the
previous Maha Vikas Agha-
di government’s offer for a
better package than Guja-
rat, the JV has gone to Dhol-
era ‘under pressure’ from
the Central government. “It
[Dholera] is an inconve-
nient place as compared to
Talegaon, where it was ear-
lier planned,” the Congress
leader said.

Centre’s assurance akin to
convincing a child: Pawar
Staff Reporter

Mumbai

NCP chief Sharad Pawar

MDMK general secretary
Vaiko on Thursday criti-
cised Union Home Minister
Amit Shah's remarks link-
ing Hindi and culture of In-
dia, stating Mr. Shah clearly
did not have any knowledge
on the Dravidian culture.

Addressing an event to
mark the 114th birth anni-
versary of former Chief Mi-
nister C.N. Annadurai, he
recalled that Anna opposed
Hindi imposition and went
to jail for four months in
1938. 

He also recalled that a re-
solution was passed in the
State Assembly against Hin-
di imposition in 1968.

Mr. Vaiko said his party
would never allow the im-

position of Hindi and San-
skrit in Tamil Nadu and that
MDMK was organising a
protest in Chennai on Sep-
tember 24. He urged the
Central government to
change its foreign policy to-
wards Sri Lanka and stop
supporting them. 

Mr. Vaiko said India must
ensure that the army was
moved out from places
where Tamils lived in Sri
Lanka. 

‘Poll for Eelam’
He urged for an internation-
al poll on formation of a
separate Tamil Eelam un-
der the supervision of ma-
jor nations, and said Tamils
across the globe should be
allowed to participate in
the poll.

MDMK to protest against
Shah’s remarks on Hindi 
‘Party will not allow imposition in T.N.’
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

The Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court on Thurs-
day held well-known blogger
‘Savukku’ Shankar guilty of
criminal contempt for his re-
marks on the higher judici-
ary and sentenced him to six
months of simple imprison-
ment. He was directed to be
lodged in Madurai Central
Prison.

The court initiated suo
motu contempt proceedings
against him following his re-
marks, “The entire higher
judiciary is riddled with cor-
ruption,” made to a YouTube
channel on July 22. It framed
charges and called upon him
to explain, within a week,
why he should not be held
guilty of scandalising the
judiciary by making state-
ments in public domain.

Mr. Shankar requested the
court to suspend the sen-
tence, but a Division Bench
of Justices G.R. Swaminathan
and B. Pugalendhi refused.

The judges observed that
the conduct of the contem-

nor deserves to be noted.
Nowhere did he express his
regret or remorse. He did not
offer any apology at all. On
the other hand, he asserted
that he was justified in mak-
ing the charged statements.
The Bench was of the view
that a reading of the charged
statements would lead
anyone to the conclusion
that they are likely to lower
the prestige and dignity of
courts and judges.

Taking note of the fact
that criminal contempt had
been initiated against him at
the High Court principal seat
six years ago, the judges said
that yet, he made the offend-
ing statements.

“The contemnor has reit-
erated his resolve to conti-
nue his attack on the judici-
ary. He has gone to the
extent of stating that he can
be sentenced only to a maxi-
mum of six months and that
after coming out, he will fo-
cus all his attention on judg-
es and judiciary. Justice V.R.
Krishna Iyer stated that ‘Jus-
tice fails when Judges quail’.

We do not propose to quail.
There are occasions when
Judges have to be firm and
stern. Shrugging off such
provocations by stating that
we possess broad shoulders
would be seen as a sign of
weakness. The contemnor
has shown himself to be an
unrepentant character,” the
judges held.

‘Bereft of jurisdiction’
At the hearing, Mr. Shankar
contended that the proceed-
ings were bereft of jurisdic-
tion. Relying on the Con-
tempt of Court Rules, he said
that since the matter had not
been forwarded to the Advo-
cate-General in the first in-
stance, the present proceed-
ings were not maintainable.
He submitted that he was
concerned with the under-
representation of the sup-
pressed classes and the over-
representation of Brahmins
in the higher judiciary. He
claimed his comments were
taken out of context and that
he had respect for the judici-
ary. 

He hasn’t expressed regret for remarks: Madurai HC Bench

Staff Reporter

MADURAI

YouTuber gets 6-month jail
for remarks on judiciary 

A three-day-long training
camp of Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty concluded at Puri on
Thursday with national lead-
ers expecting the State unit
to pull their socks up to eith-
er improve upon their 2019
Lok Sabha tally or retain
their performance in 2024
elections.

The party appeared to
have turned its focus on Od-
isha in wake of possible loss
of seats expected in Bihar
and West Bengal due to
change in political scenario
in two States.

BJP general secretary (or-
ganisation) B.L. Santhosh,
party in-charge of Odisha Su-
nil Banal and Union Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
interacted with party lead-
ers, Members of Parliament
and Members of Legislative
Assembly.

The urgency being shown
to strengthen its grassroots
structure is happening at a
time when party finds it diffi-
cult to recover from the
crushing defeat at hand of
Chief Minister Naveen Pat-
naik-led Biju Janata Dal in
this year’s panchayat and ur-
ban body elections.  

Eight Union Ministers
have visited the State in past
eight days. The party hinted
that there would be regular
visit of Union Ministers in
coming days. Party chief J.P.
Nadda is likely to be in Od-
isha by end of September.

“The party has taken a
long time from being non-en-
tity in Odisha to becoming
third party and subsequently
second largest party. It has

been a long journey, but it is
yet to become number one
party. The kind of speed with
which the party has moved
in other States has not hap-
pened in Odisha,” admitted
senior party Muralidhar Rao
here.

“The eastern Indian States
has always been a promising
State for us, but it is yet to be-
come performing party
here,” Mr. Rao pointed out.

“The situation is too com-
plex. The national and State
leadership have to think
some innovative way. Odisha
Chief Minister Naveen Pat-
naik is playing a different
game – aligning with Central
government on certain issues
while fighting at State level to
retain government. It is an
art. We have to overcome
this,” he said.

‘Positive vibes’
When asked if election of
President Droupadi Murmu
would help the party, Mr.
Rao said, “the nomination
has created a receptive situa-
tion among tribals for the
party not only in Odisha, but
also in entire country. The
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modiji has been
promoting such positive
vibes. Sustained efforts from
the government and party
will have definite bearing. It
was a powerful messaging.”

The senor leader, howev-
er, hoped for a positive vot-
ing for the party in Lok Sab-
ha election. “Voters do vote
differently keeping the
strong leadership and State’s
interest at national level in
mind. It was seen in last elec-
tions too,” he said.

Odisha BJP asked to
strengthen base to
better 2019 LS tally  
Three-day training camp in Puri ends 
Satyasundar Barik

Bhubaneswar
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STATES

Setting the stage for clea-
rance of the Karnataka Right
to Freedom of Religion Bill,
the Legislative Council on
Thursday passed the contro-
versial legislation by voice
vote amidst vociferous prot-
est and walkout from Con-
gress members. 

High drama prevailed be-
fore the passage of the Bill,
popularly called the anti-
conversion Bill, as the ruling
BJP and Opposition mem-
bers sparred while some key
questions asked by the Con-
gress went unanswered. Des-
pite repeated questions on
the number of cases regis-
tered since the Ordinance
was promulgated in May,
Home Minister Araga Jna-
nendra did not answer. 

While Congress members

were on their feet with
doubts yet to be clarified by
the treasury benches, Chair-
man Raghunath Rao Malka-
pure put the Bill to vote, en-
raging the Congress
members. As the Bill was be-
ing cleared with the BJP hav-

ing majority in the Upper
House, several Congress
members, including Leader
of the Opposition B.K. Hari-
prasad, raised slogans and
tore copies of the Bill before
walking out of the House.

The Bill, which was

passed in Legislative As-
sembly during the winter
session in Belagavi in De-
cember, 2021, had not been
cleared in the Upper House
as the Opposition had prot-
ested its introduction at the
last moment. The BJP, which
did not have majority in the
Council then, deferred its in-
troduction twice early this
year only to promulgate an
Ordinance in May.

While the Council passed
the Bill on Thursday, it will
be introduced in the Legisla-
tive Assembly later during
this session. 

Defending the Bill, Mr.
Jnanendra said that there
was no hidden agenda nor
vote bank politics involved,
and argued that the Bill was
originally proposed by the
Congress during Siddara-
maiah’s regime.

Amidst protests, Karnataka
passes anti-conversion Bill 
It will be introduced in the Legislative Assembly later during this session 

Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

Making a point: Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai
speaking at the Legislative Council in Bengaluru on Thursday.

In a further hardening of his
position against the State go-
vernment over the new set
of Bills passed by the Legis-
lative Assembly, Kerala Go-
vernor Arif Mohammed
Khan on Thursday accused
the State government of at-
tempting to ‘legalise all ille-
galities’ and clarified that he
was not a mere rubber
stamp.

To a query on the Univer-
sity Laws Amendment Bill,
which aims to curtail the
power of the Governor in
the selection of Vice-Chan-
cellors, Mr. Khan said he
would not allow any at-
tempt to dilute the autono-
my of the universities. “I
shall not allow executive in-
terference in universities,
which means government
trying to take the power of
appointment in its own
hands, which will result in

erosion of autonomy. Auto-
nomy, as far as the universi-
ties are concerned, is a
sacred concept.”

The Governor also sought
to know how he could per-
mit the appointment of ‘un-
der-qualified and unquali-
fied relatives of those in
power’.

“I had said earlier I will
give up my Chancellor posi-
tion. And I still do not want
to continue but if I’m the
Chancellor, I will not be a
rubber stamp,” he added.

‘Kerala govt. is attempting
to legalise all illegalities’
Will not be a rubber stamp: Governor 
Special Correspondent

KOTTAYAM

Arif Mohammed Khan

Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Red-
dy has asserted that his go-
vernment is committed to
the idea of decentralisation
and termed the maha pa-
dayatra taken out by Ama-
ravati farmers as a “drama”,
and an “artificial agitation”
for a Capital that could nev-
er be built.

“The agitation is being
led by capitalist forces who
had never fought against the
bifurcation of the State. For
over 1,000 days, a drama is
being played out supporting
an artificial agitation for a
Capital which exists only in
graphics” Mr. Jagan said
while speaking during a

short-term discussion on
decentralisation on the
opening day of the mon-
soon session at the Andhra
Pradesh Assembly on
Thursday.

“I would like to make it
clear again. I do not have
any animosity towards the
Vijayawada-Guntur region. I
have not taken out the Capi-
tal and in fact, Amaravati is
one of the three Capitals
and will be the seat of the
Legislature. Even if I spend
another ₹30,000 crore to
₹40,000 crore on this re-
gion with no basic infras-
tructure, I would never be
able to provide even basic
facilities. It is like chasing a
wild dream,” said Mr.
Reddy.

‘A.P. govt. committed to
idea of decentralisation’ 
Special Correspondent

GUNTUR

The CBI on Thursday arrest-
ed former West Bengal
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion president Kalyanmoy
Ganguly in the School Ser-
vice Commission recruit-
ment scam. 

He was at the helm for al-
most 10 years and the al-
leged irregularities took
place during his tenure. Af-
ter being questioned by the
CBI on several occasions,
the government recently re-
moved him from the post.

In July, the Enforcement
Directorate had arrested
former Education Minister
Partha Chatterjee in the re-
cruitment scam. 

CBI arrests
ex-WBBSE
president
Shiv Sahay Singh 

KOLKATA

The Kerala government will
launch an anti-rabies vacci-
nation drive in the State
from September 20 to inocu-
late dogs in 170 local bodies
that have been identified as
hotspots of dog bite cases,
Animal Husbandry and Dai-
ry Development Minister J.
Chinchurani has said.

The local self-government
institutions that have report-
ed 10 or more dog bite cases
in a month have been classi-
fied as hotspots. 

Thiruvananthapuram has
the highest number of hot-
spots with 28. 

Palakkad has 26 hotspots,
while Kollam and Alappuzha

have 19 hotspots each.
“As many as two-lakh

dogs have been adminis-
tered anti-rabies vaccine
since April. In addition, 1.2

lakh post-bite vaccinations
have also been provided to
animals,” Ms. Chinchurani
said at a press conference
here on Thursday.

Staff Reporter

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Preventive measures: A dog is being vaccinated in Kochi. * PTI

Kerala govt. to launch anti-rabies
vaccination drive from Sept. 20 

The demolition of the illegal-
ly constructed villas of Kapi-
co Resorts Pvt. Ltd on Nedi-
yathuruthu island on
Vembanad Lake in Kerala be-
gan on Thursday.

The move comes 32
months after the Supreme
Court ordered the razing of
the high-end resort, citing
that the constructions on the
backwater island at Panaval-
ly grama panchayat in Alap-
puzha violated coastal and
environmental regulations.

A demolition plan submit-
ted by the resort manage-
ment was accorded approval
by the panchayat on Wed-
nesday, paving the way for
bulldozing the resort.
Among the buildings to be
torn down include 54 villas

and a main block among oth-
er facilities spread over
35,000 sq ft. 

The structures are dis-
mantled by the resort man-
agement under the watchful
eyes of the Alappuzha dis-

trict administration and the
local panchayat authorities.
The demolition and tran-
sportation of reusable mate-
rials and debris, carried out
in an environmentally safe
manner, are expected to be

completed in six months. 
In the initial phase of the

demolition, the compound
walls of the cottages are re-
moved. Roofs of the build-
ings will be pulled down in
the next stage.

“All the structures will be
razed down in six months
without using public money.
The resort management will
bear the entire cost of the
operations,” said District
Collector V.R. Krishna Teja.

Demolition of resort begins in Kerala island
Among buildings
to be razed
include 54 villas
and main block 

Coastal violation: An aerial view of the Kapico resorts built on an island on Vembanad Lake. * FILE PHOTO

Staff Reporter

ALAPPUZHA The Left Democratic Front
(LDF) seems intent on
changing the political narra-
tive of the high-profile 2015
Kerala Assembly ruckus
case.

LDF convener E.P. Jayara-
jan told reporters in Kannur
that the Oommen Chandy
government’s skewed appli-
cation of law had resulted in
the erroneous prosecution
of LDF leaders. Mr. Jayarajan
hinted the case had Consti-
tutional dimensions and was
not merely a straightforward
criminal prosecution.

The LDF protest in the
House against the then Fi-
nance Minister K.M. Mani
presenting the Budget in the
Assembly was a political act.
The legislators had no crimi-
nal intent.

Moreover, the Chandy go-
vernment had breached par-
liamentary privilege by tres-
passing on the Speaker’s
authority. It invited the pol-
ice to interfere in Assembly
matters, thereby diluting the
power and eroding the sta-
tus of the highest law-mak-
ing body in the State.

Mr. Jayarajan said the
Speaker had punished the
MLAs by temporarily expell-
ing them from the House.

However, the United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF) used the
police to read a felonious
motive into the political ob-
jection on the Assembly’s
floor.

Hence, the UDF govern-
ment’s politically-motivated
and conspiratorial police ac-
tion against LDF legislators
was tantamount to double
jeopardy.

Moreover, Mr. Jayarajan
said Mr. Chandy’s then go-
vernment turned a blind eye
to the violence unleashed by
the ruling front legislators
against Opposition mem-
bers, including women, on
the Budget presentation day.
The police exempted the
UDF members from their in-
vestigation at the behest of
their political masters.

Mr. Jayarajan is an ac-
cused in the case. 

House ruckus case: LDF seeks
to change political narrative 
The issue has constitutional dimensions, says party convener

Special Correspondent

Thiruvananthapuram

E.P. Jayarajan 

The High Court of Kerala
has issued notice to the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI), and the Cen-
tral and State governments
on a petition filed by solar
scam accused demanding a
probe into the role of 14 pe-
ople, including former
Chief Minister Oommen
Chandy’s son Chandy
Oommen and a few Minis-
ters in the Chandy-led Ca-
binet, in the alleged sexual
exploitation of the petition-
er. 

She alleged that the
probe so far covered the
role of only four people. 

The plea has been post-
ed for hearing after two
weeks. The case had ear-
lier been probed by the
Crime Branch.

Solar scam
accused seeks
CBI probe 
Special Correspondent

KOCHI

Connecting the Golconda
Fort with the restored Qutb
Shahi tombs is expected to
turn the complex into a tou-
rism hub, K.T. Rama Rao, Te-
langana Minister for Munici-
pal Administration and
Urban Development has
said. At present, people
have to take a detour to visit
these two places.

Dedicating the six res-
tored wells inside the Qutb
Shahi Tombs Complex in
Hyderabad on Thursday, the
Minister said the restored
site will help make a strong

case for UNESCO World Her-
itage City. The restored me-
dieval wells include the 16.5
metre deep (about five sto-
reys) 3.5 million litre capaci-
ty ‘Badi Baoli’ and an equal-
ly massive step-well near
Jamshed Quli’s tomb as well
as the 4.7 million litre capac-

ity ‘Hammam Baoli’. Mr. Rao
said that the government is
also planning to restore Jilau
Khana near the Laad Bazaar.

The Qutb Shahi tombs
complex dating back to 15th
century has numerous
tombs, funerary mosques,
wells and gardens.

The wells inside
the tomb complex
date back to the
15th century 

Serish Nanisetti

HYDERABAD

Minister K.T. Rama Rao with Consul General of the U.S.
Consulate in Hyderabad, Jennifer Larson. * NAGARA GOPAL 

Restored Qutb Shahi tombs will
make case for Heritage City: KTR 

The Telangana government
has decided to name the new
Secretariat complex under
construction here after the
father of Constitution B.R.
Ambedkar. 

Chief Minister K. Chandra-
sekhar Rao has asked Chief
Secretary Somesh Kumar to
take the necessary steps in
the matter, a release from
the Chief Minister’s Office
said. 

Quoting Mr. Rao, the re-
lease said he considered giv-
ing Dr. Ambedkar’s name to
the seat of power in the State
was a matter of pride to the
people. The decision was a
role model for the rest of the
country. 

The goals set by Dr. Am-
bedkar for the uplift of
downtrodden in social, polit-
ical, financial and cultural

spheres was followed by the
State government in its self-
governance model. 

Mr. Rao recalled that sepa-
rate Telangana became a
reality solely because of Arti-
cle 3 in the Constitution
which favoured smaller
States. The State government

also implemented the spirit
of the Constitution which ad-
vocated humanitarian admi-
nistration for SCs, STs, BCs,
minorities, women and eco-
nomically weak among other
castes. A special democratic
feature was embedded in In-
dia with diverse demograph-

ic character which Dr. Am-
bedkar visualised. The State
drew inspiration from Dr.
Ambedkar’s idea that equal
rights and opportunities
would flow to all sections on-
ly in a federal setup. 

Mr. Rao said the govern-
ment would set up one more
ideal before the country by
giving the name of Dr. Am-
bedkar to the new Secreta-
riat after having led from the
front in all sectors and stand-
ing as a role model in a short
period. Therefore, it was no
casual demand of the State
government through a reso-
lution of Assembly to seek
Ambedkar’s name for the
Central Vista project to
house the new Parliament. 

He also said he would
write a letter to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi to name
the new Parliament after Dr.
Ambedkar. 

New secretariat to be named after Ambedkar 
Giving his name to the seat of power is a matter of pride to people: Telangana CM

Seat of power: Work in progress at the new integrated
secretariat complex in Hyderabad. * FILE PHOTO

Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD

Amidst the war of words
between the Trinamool
Congress and the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), lawmak-
ers from both parties target-
ed each other in a novel way
using posters against each
other in the West Bengal As-
sembly. 

On Thursday the BJP
MLAs raised the posters in
the Assembly and walked
out of the House in protest
against the alleged violence
on the party supporters
during the ‘March to Naban-
na’ on September 13.

The posters held by the
BJP lawmakers had the pho-
tographs of their supporters
injured in the violence. As
the BJP lawmakers raised
slogans ‘all are thieves in
Trinamool’, the ruling party
lawmakers also came out of
the House with the posters
targeted at the BJP. 

The Trinamool lawmak-
ers displayed posters target-
ing the Leader of Opposi-
tion Suvendu Adhikari. 

The posters by the Trina-
mool lawmaker read, “56
inchi chati’s (chest) tale,
Don’t touch my body, I am
male”.

The leaders of the State’s
ruling party including the
Party’s general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee had crit-
icised the Leader of the Op-
position for his remark
made on September 13,
when a group of female pol-
ice officers apparently tried
to take Mr. Adhikari to a pol-
ice vehicle. On Thursday,
TMC spokesperson Kunal
Ghosh also ridiculed the re-
mark made by the Leader of
the Opposition and said Mr.
Adhikari had made a fool of
himself.

Mr. Adhikari has claimed
that his arrest on Septem-
ber 13 during the BJP’s
‘March to Nabanna’ was a
violation of an “order of
Hon’ble Justice Rajasekhar
Mantha, which wasn’t inter-
fered with by the Hon’ble
Supreme Court of India”.

No coercive action 

The court had directed that
there could be no coercive
action against Mr. Adhikari.
Violence had erupted dur-
ing the BJP’s “march to Na-
banna’ and several BJP sup-
porters and police
personnel ere injured. A
police van was also set on
fire in Kolkata. The Kolkata
police on Thursday arrested
seven more persons in con-
nection with the attack on
the police and setting the
vehicle on fire.

Meanwhile, the recent
developments have intensi-
fied the bitter political rival-
ry between Suvendu Adhi-
kari and the Trinamool
leaders. Mr. Adhikari was a
key Minister in the Mamata
Banerjee cabinet but
switched to the BJP months
before the 2021 Assembly
polls.

MLAs spar over alleged violence 
Shiv Sahay Singh

Kolkata

TMC MLAs display posters
targeting LoP Suvendu
Adhikari at the State
Assembly on Thursday. *

DEBASISH BHADURI

Poster war between
Trinamool, BJP in
Bengal Assembly 
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EDITORIAL

Flip-flops, Goan style
By jumping ship, the eight
Congress MLAs in Goa have
administered a severe
shock to the party (Page 1,
“Congress meltdown in Goa
as 8 MLAs defect to BJP”,
September 15). It is not only
the oath the defectors had
taken before god, at a
temple, a dargah and a
church, but also political
etiquette and democratic
values that have gone for a
toss in the coastal State.
The developments are also
an indicator of the serious
shortcomings in the
fire-fighting mechanism
within the Congress party.
One aspect is clear. It
appears that the key
national party is trying to
unsettle the Grand Old

Party by the time the GOP
finishes its all-India
padayatra.
V. Johan Dhanakumar,

Chennai

■ The accompanying visual
in the report, which shows
unconcealed glee written on
the faces of the MLAs who
have defected, is enough to
leave any reader disgusted
and shocked.
The MLAs have betrayed
their electoral mandate and
have conveniently joined the
national party concerned for
personal benefits. It is a pity
that such selfish and greedy
persons who are besotted
with power and money have
been elected lawmakers.
Voters are also helpless and
responsible for such

unscrupulous happenings.
Voters need to teach such
MLAs a lesson they will
never forget.
D. Sethuraman,

Chennai

■ The political development
is also a blow against the
Congress’s ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’. Those who matter in
the party will find it hard to
explain why the party that is
on a lofty mission to unite
India cannot even hold its
flock together under trying
circumstances. Disgruntled
senior party leaders and
power-hungry legislators are
the twin challenges that the
Congress faces in its battle
for survival. The new
Congress president will have
to identify unscrupulous

fortune seekers
masquerading as loyal
workers and weed them out.
With mass defections to the
BJP having become rampant,
any election and its outcome
is now irrelevant. The
Bharatiya Janata Party has
proved that it will form
governments wherever and
whenever it wants
irrespective of the election
result. The bitter irony now
is that people who venture to
vote for non-BJP candidates
eventually end up backing a
party that they did not
choose to vote for. 
Abdul Assis. P.A.,

Kandassankadavu, Thrissur, Kerala

Hindi use
The Union Home Minister
appears to have stirred up

resentment against certain
languages are unnecessary.
M.P. Muralidharan,

Bengaluru

■ One fails to get the import
of what the Minister means
when he says that speaking
to children in their mother
tongue would lead to an
effortless learning of Hindi.
One also wonders why there
is a move by the Centre to
push Hindi use in offices and
banks abroad. There are
serious issues that require
the attention of the
Government. Why is the
Home Minister so worried
about Hindi use?
Mani Natarajan,

Chennai

controversy with his
statements on Hindi use;
they may have the
unintended consequence of
resurrecting anti-Hindi
sentiments in the southern
States. Many in India have
begun to realise that English
use is a window to the larger
world. English is a key means
of communication in an
increasingly globalised
world. What the Minister
should have focused on or
advised his colleague who
looks after Education is to
step up outlay on education
and ensure that schools in
India reach modern
standards in terms of
facilities. All efforts should
be directed towards quality
education for all. Creating
controversy and generating

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

To read more letters
online, scan the QR code

Mahua Acharya

I
ndia’s procurement of 5,450
electric buses and subsequent
increase in ambition to have

50,000 e-buses on the country’s
roads by 2030 represent the im-
mense potential for progress on
climate and development goals
through close collaboration bet-
ween the Union and State govern-
ments. With the shared aim to ra-
pidly electrify a key pillar of
India’s public transportation, re-
cent governance efforts have
created a new business model for
e-buses. If this sector is further de-
veloped, it can reduce air pollu-
tion in cities and fuel import bills,
improve the balance sheets of
State transport companies, and
spur domestic manufacturing and
job creation.

State of State-owned buses
There are currently around
1,40,000 registered public buses
on India’s roads, with large num-
bers of them having sputtering en-
gines that spew planet-warming
fumes into the atmosphere. At
least 40,000 of these buses are at
the end of their lifespan and must
be taken off the roads
immediately.

However, most buses are
owned and operated by State tran-

sport undertakings, which are in
poor financial health. In part, they
incur large losses because they
play an important social function
by providing subsidised fares to
crores of Indians each day. With a
few exceptions such as Mumbai’s
Brihanmumbai Electric Supply &
Transport Undertaking (BEST) of
the Brihanmumbai Mahanagarpa-
lika, when State transport under-
takings go to the market to buy
buses, they face problems of frag-
mented demand and high prices.
Furthermore, there are limitations
to nation-wide action on this issue
as State governments control is-
sues such as transit, urban gover-
nance and pollution control.

A success story
Until recently, there had never
been a unified tender to address
some of these challenges. Cooper-
ative federalism can easily become
a fraught issue. However, in the
case of the Grand Challenge 1, a
tender for 5,450 buses (across five
major Indian cities — Kolkata, Del-
hi, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Su-
rat), the opposite happened. In-
stead of a race to the bottom, the
respective expertise, strengths
and needs of Union Ministries and
States informed the process and
the successful outcomes.

Convergence Energy Services
Limited (CESL), a nodal agency of
the Union government, acted as
the programme manager in this ef-
fort at centralised procurement in
concert, with State-led demand
and customisation. Coordination
between a range of Union govern-

ment Ministries and State govern-
ments standardised demand con-
ditions across these five cities and
discovered prices that beat the in-
creasingly outmoded internal
combustion engines.

On a cost-per-kilometre basis,
the prices discovered were 40%
lower than diesel and 34% less
than CNG (without factoring in the
subsidy through FAME-II). A note
on FAME: the Faster Adoption and
Manufacturing of (Hybrid &) Elec-
tric Vehicles in India (FAME-India)
Scheme was launched under the
National Mission on Electric Mo-
bility in 2011/National Electric Mo-
bility Mission Plan 2020, and un-
veiled in 2013. The scheme
encourages the progressive induc-
tion of reliable, affordable and effi-
cient electric and hybrid vehicles.

With high fuel prices and ener-
gy security challenges in the wake
of the war in Ukraine, the switch to
electric vehicles appears even
more sensible and lucrative.

This inflection point in unit eco-
nomics was enabled by three key
factors: collaboration, pace and
transparency. First, the tender it-
self was a fully consultative pro-
cess and varied contributions by
participants already influenced
the design of future tenders. Se-

cond, there was a shared sense of
urgency that shaped this collabo-
ration, which leveraged the bu-
reaucracy’s power when working
on time-bound and measurable
schemes and increased receptivity
to creative and new ideas. Finally,
transparency was the most resi-
lient quality of a public process.
From the outset, there was clarity
about the intention to engender
trust and build a publicly available
process and tender that invited
bids from automakers and
operators.

In the wake of the first tender, it
was incredibly gratifying to share a
feeling of success with five States,
five Transport Ministers, five State
Secretaries and the heads of a
range of State transport undertak-
ings, each of whom had played a
part in the process.

To be clear, excessive centralisa-
tion can have limitations and con-
tradict the federal principles en-
shrined in the Constitution. For
instance, India’s States and dis-
tricts vary vastly in their vulnera-
bility to climate impacts, and de-
centralised decision-making and
locally-led adaptation will help re-
duce potential damage to lives and
livelihoods. Urban local bodies
and gram panchayats can be the
heart of climate action.

However, in certain areas where
India must move the needle quick-
ly or where States lack size and fi-
nancial clout, such as the electrifi-
cation of mass mobility,
centralised procurement and pro-
gramme management can deliver
architectural transformations

rather than just incremental
transitions.

There is much work ahead
Although a good start has been
made, much work remains to be
done to enable the electrification
of mass mobility in India. The
country’s shift to clean public
transportation will require a suite
of efforts, from ramping up manu-
facturing capacity to domestic bat-
tery production to building out
charging infrastructure (ideally
plugged in to a grid powered by re-
newables) to capacity building of
State transport undertakings to
developing financial instruments
and structures.

Nonetheless, the progress we
have made on electric bus tender-
ing is a harbinger of climate action
made possible by cooperative fed-
eralism. As India now ramps up its
demand to deploy 50,000 buses
across 40 cities, it will need to con-
tinue the spirit of true inter-minis-
terial and Union-State collabora-
tion to fulfil its ambitious targets
for green and inclusive economic
development. The combined clout
and strength of the federal com-
pact can enable large strides being
made towards innovative models
that not only improve transit, the
quality of life in cities and progress
towards national climate goals but
also build models for the rest of
the world to emulate.

Mahua Acharya is Managing Director and

Chief Executive Officer of Convergence

Energy Services Limited, Government of

India. The views expressed are personal

Climate action that runs on cooperative federalism 
The outcome of the ‘Grand Challenge 1’, a tender for electric buses, is an innovative model for India and the world 
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t was heartening to have the re-
cently concluded monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament ( July-Au-

gust), even though it was
adjourned sine die on August 8,
2022, witnessing the Competition
(Amendment) Bill, 2022 and the
Electricity (Amendment) Bill,
2022 being sent to the Standing
Committee of Parliament for de-
tailed examination and a report
thereon.

This is a significant step in light
of the fact that Parliament had on-
ly limited legislative time this ses-
sion and could pass only five piec-
es of legislation. This has also
come in the wake of constant crit-
icism by the Opposition that has
been alleging that the Government
has been trying to steamroll va-
rious pieces of legislation in the
last few sessions. The worry of the
Government has been that so
much time is lost in disruptions in
Parliament that the legislative pro-
cess, as it is, becomes unduly de-
layed and therefore, referring the
bills to the Standing Committees
may be counterproductive — that
could only add to this delay.

Relevant parliamentary data
The functioning of the monsoon
session of Parliament this year
bears testimony to this fact: the
Lok Sabha’s productivity was 47%
and the Rajya Sabha only 42%. It
may be mentioned here that Par-
liament has 24 Department Relat-
ed Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittees (DRSC), comprising
members of the Parliament of
both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha in the ratio 2:1, which are
duly constituted by the Speaker of
the Lok Sabha and the Chairman

of the Rajya Sabha, jointly.
The mandate of these commit-

tees is to examine various legisla-
tions referred to it, the budget pro-
posals of different Ministries, and
also to do policy thinking on the
vision, mission and future direc-
tion of the Ministries concerned.
The objective of this article is to ex-
amine whether these committees
have been able to achieve their
stated objectives, and if not or if
done inadequately, what the cor-
rective actions could be to in-
crease their efficacy and their
relevance.

The percentage of Bills having
been referred to the DRSCs during
the tenures of the 14th (2004-
2009), 15th (2009-2014) and 16th
Lok Sabhas (2014-2019) has been
60%, 71% and 27%, respectively.
The fall in this percentage during
the 16th Lok Sabha was witnessed
largely in the second half of its ses-
sion, when the Government was in
a hurry to push its big ticket re-
forms through and the Opposition
was equally adamant to stall it in
view of high stakes involved in the
2019 elections.

Committee versus Parliament
Even though it is not obligatory for
the Government to agree to refer
each Bill to the DRSC, the expe-
rience, both nationally and inter-
nationally, has been that referring
a Bill to the DRSC has been of use
to the process of lawmaking. It has
been alleged that Bills which are
not being referred to the parlia-
mentary committees, are not exa-
mined properly, especially from
the perspective of consumers and
stakeholders and remain just a bu-
reaucratically conceived piece of
legislation. As proof of this, the
case of the three Farm Bills is cited
as they were passed without being
referred to the DRSC and had to be
withdrawn later.

Even though there could be ma-
ny reasons for the withdrawal of
the three Farm Bills — some of it
political — it needs to be under-

stood that the examination of the
Bills by the parliamentary commit-
tees is more to the benefit of the
Government than the Opposition.
The simple reason for this is that
the tenor and the ambience of the
discussions in the parliamentary
committee and in Parliament are
two entirely different things. The
committee meetings are in camera
and, therefore, the meetings are
held in a comparatively congenial
atmosphere of bonhomie and cor-
diality than they would be in Par-
liament. 

The deliberations in these com-
mittees mostly add value to the
content of the legislation and,
more often than not, the Mem-
bers, their party positions not-
withstanding, try to reach a con-
sensus. Additionally, such pieces
of legislation after examination in
the committees, have some sort of
ownership of the members of the
committee, both from the ruling
side and the Opposition, even
though it is also a function of the
skill of the chairman of the
committee.

Governments and the ruling
party should not be wary of these
committees, as in most of these
committees, the government has a
majority and the final decision is
always by the process of majority
voting. Therefore, there is no rea-
son why any government should
shy away from referring Bills to the
committee. Skilled and expe-
rienced Ministers know this and
generally have no aversion to a Bill
being referred to to the commit-

tees. So, fostering the trust of par-
liamentarians, both from the rul-
ing party and the Opposition
parties, in the relevance and use-
fulness of the system of the com-
mittees is of paramount
importance.

Consider these steps
It has been observed that the re-
luctance to refer the Bills to the
committee arises more out of inac-
tion and ignorance of the Ministry
concerned, and rarely out of ideo-
logical or policy reasons. So, the
following changes could be sug-
gested to be made into procedures
meant for consideration of Bills.

First, the Speaker of the Lok
Sabha and the Chairman of the Ra-
jya Sabha have powers to refer
Bills to a DRSC of Parliament. This
requirement is often given a go by
for various political or administra-
tive reasons. It may be useful to
make the process of reference of
Bills to these committees compul-
sory/an automatic process. An ex-
emption could be made with the
specific approval of the Speaker/
Chairman after detailed reasons
for the same. The prerogative of
the House to refer the Bills to the
Standing committee, through an
amendment, would, of course, re-
main unaffected.

Second, all discussions in the
Parliamentary Standing Commit-
tee should be frank and free. For
this, it may be provided that dur-
ing the discussions of the commit-
tee meetings, no whip of the party
would apply to them. In any case,
they have the liberty to vote in fa-
vour or against the Bill in
Parliament.

Third, the committees can be gi-
ven a fixed timeline to come up
with the recommendation and
present its report which can be de-
cided by the Speaker/Chairman.
The committees mostly abide by
this direction of the Speaker/
Chairman. But to deal with just
political exigencies, it can be pro-
vided that in case the committee

fails to give its recommendation
within the approved/extended
time, the Bill may be put up before
the House concerned directly.

Fourth, to ensure quality work
in the committees, experts in the
field may be invited who could
bring with them the necessary do-
main knowledge and also help in-
troduce the latest developments
and trends in that field from
worldwide. It would be value for
money if some subject matter ex-
perts/young researchers could be
associated with the committee for
a short period.

Fifth, the Speaker/Chairman
should have the right to fix a time
limit, sometimes even stringent, if
the government of the day asks for
it and the demand is found to be
reasonable by the
Speaker/Chairman.

Sixth, between two sessions,
there is generally enough time to
organise committee meetings for
discussions on Bills in the parlia-
mentary committees. Sometimes,
the government and the commit-
tee chairmen are lax in this res-
pect, and then try to push through
these pieces of legislation when
the next session is announced.
Hence, it is important for the Mi-
nistry of Parliamentary Affairs to
keep an eye on this and, in collab-
oration with the committee chair-
men, get these parliamentary
works organised during the inter-
sessional period, in advance.

Seventh and last, when it comes
to the budget proposals of the Mi-
nistries, the committees should
not limit themselves to discussing
just the budget proposals and en-
dorsing them with a few qualifica-
tions here or amendments there.
They should also come up with
suggestions for the Ministry to
take up new initiatives and people-
friendly measures.

Desh Deepak Verma is a former Indian

Administrative Service officer and a

former Secretary-General of the Rajya

Sabha

Parliamentary business and an essential pit stop 
Referring Bills to the Department Related Parliamentary Standing Committees does help the process of lawmaking 
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Constitution Bench led by Chief Justice of India
U.U. Lalit is now examining the validity of the
103rd Constitutional Amendment, which pro-

vides for 10% reservation to the economically weaker
sections (EWS), excluding Other Backward Classes,
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes who already
have reservation in higher education institutions and
government jobs. The Bench has finalised three issues
for hearing — whether the amendment has breached
the Constitution’s basic structure by permitting the
state to make special provisions; whether it does so in
relation to admissions to private unaided institutions
and, lastly, if the exclusion of OBC/SC/ST communities
from the scope of the quota tramples on the basic struc-
ture. These are valid questions and it could be argued
that the legislation of the reservation in 2019 was done
hastily without due diligence of the criteria adopted.
For example, the setting of an annual family income of
₹8 lakh as a ceiling to determine if someone belongs to
the EWS is clearly problematic. If available consumer
expenditure surveys such as the NSSO report, ‘Key Indi-
cators of Household Consumer Expenditure, 2011-12’,
are relied on, a large chunk of the population will be
eligible for reservations in the “below Rs. 8 lakh” EWS
category and not just the truly deserving sections of the
poor. A government-appointed committee submitted
that this ceiling was reasonable, but it could not adeq-
uately explain how the income criterion was “more
stringent” than the one for the OBC creamy layer. Also,
the ₹8 lakh figure did not correspond to any data on the
estimated number of EWS persons in the population
with incomes related to it. 

Petitioners have also argued that the net effect of the
exclusion of Backward Classes and SC/ST aspirants
from the EWS has been that they are now denied an op-
portunity to compete in the general category to the ex-
tent of 10%, in effect, limiting the quota to the “forward
classes”. This is a valid argument. Even if the Court
agrees to maintain that reservations can be provided on
economic basis — something that has been explicitly de-
nied so far with only social and educational backward-
ness being mentioned in the Constitution and reiterat-
ed in several judgments — excluding people of certain
communities from this benefit despite their belonging
to the EWS renders the legislation discriminatory. In re-
cent recruitment and entrance examinations such as
the UPSC and JEE, marks cut-offs for admissions were
lower for the EWS quota than that of the OBCs. In es-
sence, if an income criterion for identifying the eco-
nomically weaker sections has to be the basis, it must
arrive at a clearly determined figure for the limit unlike
the ₹8 lakh figure, and all sections of society, irrespec-
tive of caste, should be eligible to avail of reservation
under this category.

Arbitrary, exclusionary 
Even if EWS quota is upheld, eligibility will

have to be properly defined 
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ight of the Congress’s 11 MLAs have merged with
the ruling BJP, in the latest iteration of a Goan
curse. The State has gained a particular notoriety

for its politicians brazenly switching sides in utter disre-
gard for the people’s verdict. BJP Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant has succeeded in splitting the Goa Congress
twice in three years. In the previous Assembly, 15 of the
17 Congress MLAs left the party, a majority of them for
the BJP. In the February Assembly election, the Con-
gress fielded a large number of newcomers. All 37 of its
candidates had twice taken a ‘loyalty pledge,’ once with
leader Rahul Gandhi, in a temple, a church and a dar-
gah, and signed affidavits vowing not to defect. All the
gods could do little to prick the conscience of these
MLAs who betrayed the mandate. If anything, all that
drama only made this latest episode of the curse that
much more of a mockery of democracy. It is not that
Goa is the only place where this happens — in Bihar, the
recent realignment in which the JD(U) replaced the BJP
with the RJD as its partner amounted to dishonouring
the popular verdict. Bihar was a rare instance of the BJP
being at the receiving end of its own strategy.

The party has swung back, and in style, in Goa,
though it did not need any more MLAs to be in power.
In the 40-member strong Assembly, it had 20 MLAs of
its own and support from three independents and two
MLAs of the Maharashtrawadi Gomantak Party (MGP).
With the merger of eight Congress MLAs, the govern-
ment now has the support of 33. The Congress has lost
its capacity to be an effective opposition. This was in
the making for months now, and the Congress had tried
to avert it. As soon as it got wind of the move, the Con-
gress removed Michael Lobo from the post of Leader of
the Opposition in the Assembly and Digambar Kamat
from his position of being a permanent invitee to the
Congress Working Committee (CWC). While both Mr.
Lobo and Mr. Kamat have cited disaffection with the
Congress high command as reasons, the true reasons
are all too transparent. Despite serving as a Congress
CM, Mr. Kamat, a seven-time MLA from Margao, has a
history of being with the BJP as he was one of the four
BJP MLAs who won in 1994. In 2014, the BJP had linked
him with a multi-crore mining scam case, whose probe
is still hanging over his head. BJP Minister Viswajit Rane
had called for an investigation into Mr. Lobo’s assets.
Mr. Lobo and his wife Delilah are among the richest
MLAs in the coastal State. With the defections of Aleixo
Sequeira and Rodolfo Fernandes, the BJP now has a
strong foothold in the Catholic-dominated South Goa.
Mr. Kamat has said he went back to the temple and got
the god’s permission to renege on his pledge of loyalty
to the Congress. The people of Goa, meanwhile, are left
wondering whether their vote makes any difference.

Curse of Goa  
Mass defections undermine

the electoral mandate  
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Berlin, Sept. 14: It is reported that Govern-
ment is sending the Governor of the Reichs-
bank to negotiate with the Bank of England
regarding guarantees for reparations treasu-
ry bills. 

Paris, Sept. 15: An inspired statement is
published pointing out that the period of
grace to Germany in respect of the payment
of the hundred million gold marks, repre-
senting sums due in August and September
expires to-night. The statement declares
that Germany is able to meet the payment,
but if it is not fulfilled, Belgium, to whom
money is payable, will not fail to notify the
Reparations Commission, which will then
proclaim Germany’s default and the Allies
will have to consider the necessary mea-
sures to be adopted

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPT 16, 1922

Reparations 
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DATA POINT 

“How many of you here volunteer to
donate blood?” This question
wouldn’t have drawn any attention
in, say, an emergency hospital set-
ting, but it was unexpected at a press
conference. The person asking the
question was a Central government
Minister, who had just announced a
series of ‘humanitarian programmes’
to mark Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s 70th birthday celebrations on
September 17.

The act of donating blood is un-
doubtedly noble as it helps save lives.
Most blood donors do this voluntari-
ly. But for journalists sitting there,
the question suddenly threw up a di-
lemma. We were there to report the
programmes being announced, not
volunteer to participate in them.
Some of us wondered, how much in-
volvement with a story is too much?
Should we become part of the news
that we were reporting? And what
causes demand a journalist to switch
roles from reporter to someone in-
volved in the story? The tussle bet-
ween professional ethics and em-
pathy, though these categories are
not mutually exclusive, is something
journalists face with every story.

The blood donation programme,
to be organised by the Union Health
Ministry, aims to bring over one lakh
units of blood into blood banks
across the country. As soon as he
made the announcement, the Minis-
ter wanted a show of hands to know
how many would be willing to be part
of this donation. Following the ques-
tion, hands shot up and some judg-
mental eyes scanned the room,
which was packed with reporters and
Ministry staff. The Minister present-
ed the programme as “our” contribu-
tion to the humanitarian work being
done by the Prime Minister.

It is true that the line between re-
porter and subject gets crossed so-
metimes and the heart does take over
the head. Reporters sometimes sit
down to wipe the tears of their inter-
viewees. Many of my reporter friends
have emptied their purses and lunch
boxes for their interviewees. Some
have even been advocates of causes,
asking higher authorities to help a

person or group.
But does that allow us to do our

job of reporting ‘as it is’? More impor-
tant, is there a correct answer to
these questions? In this context, who
did the right thing: the journalists
who raised their hands or those who
did not?

In a world where the form and fla-
vour of news is rapidly changing,
choices also make news. The famous
example of this is the South African
photojournalist Kevin Carter. Carter
photographed ‘The Struggling Girl’,
which showed a child, later revealed
to be a boy, slumped on dry grass in
hunger, while being watched keenly
by a vulture. Carter won a Pulitzer
Prize for the photograph. But he
found himself, not the child, being
the subject of discussion, with peo-
ple asking why he did not help the
emaciated child.

This dilemma is often at the heart
of human-interest stories that jour-
nalists report, whether big or small.
Our professional ethics demand that
we report honestly, accurately and
without manipulating the story, get-
ting involved with the subject or tak-
ing sides. Besides this, reporters of-
ten work with the handicap of not
being aware of the entire story when
we walk into one.

Listening to our gut feeling and
thinking with our heart is what we of-
ten do initially, but training and expe-
rience thankfully kick in soon
enough. Not taking sides and not get-
ting involved is an art that journalists
have to master. Forcing someone on
a job to take a side or get involved
isn’t a welcome move.

bindu.p@thehindu.co.in

A dilemma over blood donation 
Not taking sides and not getting involved is an art
that journalists have to master 

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
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New Delhi, Sept. 15: The Government of In-
dia has taken up with Pakistan the question
of about 200 Indian nationals captured by
Pakistan from areas occupied by it during
the December war, but yet to be accounted
for by it. The International Committee of the
Red Cross has also been requested to get in
touch with Islamabad to ascertain the whe-
reabouts and welfare of these Indian nation-
als. The exchange of civilians captured by In-
dia and Pakistan during the December
conflict will take place during the next four
days at Wagah checkpost. 

According to official sources, Pakistan
had captured about 500 Indian nationals,
when its army occupied some Indian territo-
ries on the western sector and out of them,
300 are being returned on September 16 and
17. While Pakistan is holding back 200 na-
tionals captured by it, India has decided to
hand over all the 700 Pakistani civilians cap-
tured when the Indian army occupied some
Pakistani territories. The repatriation of Pa-
kistani civilian prisoners will take place at
Wagah checkpost on September 18 and 19. 

Besides this, Indian nationals who had
gone to Pakistan before the conflict on valid
travel documents and got stranded there
when the hostilities broke out will be al-
lowed to return home. Similarly, Pakistan
nationals stranded in India will be free to re-
turn home. The proposal for reciprocal ac-
tion on this question was made by India in
February last but Pakistan responded only
in August last year. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 16, 1972

Pak. asked to account for 200 Indians 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Earlier this week, the former Gover-
nor of the Reserve Bank of India,
Raghuram Rajan, questioned the
Central government’s production-
linked incentive (PLI) scheme, argu-
ing that it works against the inter-
ests of Indian consumers. In doing
so, he revived the larger debate on
the government’s efforts to promote
the country’s manufacturing sector
through subsidies, and on its rela-
tive importance vis-a-vis the services
sector. Ajay Shah and Nagesh Ku-
mar discuss this issue and talk
about creating enabling conditions,
in a discussion moderated by
Prashanth Perumal J. Edited
excerpts:

Should government policy
focus on promoting any
particular sector of the
economy?

Ajay Shah: I’m sceptical of the
state bureaucracy being able to un-
derstand and anticipate which sec-
tors will do well and which sectors
will do badly. It is very difficult to fo-
recast the future. Only risk-taking
entrepreneurs can take speculative
bets, such as saying the computer
hardware industry or automobile
component manufacturing will do
well in India. Who could have pred-
icted that two-wheelers in India
would fight off foreign competition
pretty well while dozens of other
manufacturing businesses would
get butchered by foreign competi-
tion? It is not feasible for officials in
bureaucracies to look at the indus-
trial landscape and make specula-
tive calls. That’s because they do not
have the necessary information or
the forecasting ability. Nor do they
have the incentive, like private busi-
nesses do. Also, there is nobody to
protect them if their speculation
goes wrong; when their speculation
goes wrong, they will be investigat-
ed by the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation and the Enforcement Direc-
torate. So, which official is ever
going to take a risk? For all these
reasons, the task of figuring out
which sector to focus on is best left
to the private sector. The job of the
government is to create a broad ena-
bling environment.

Nagesh Kumar: I have a slightly

different view. I think the history of
development not just in developing
countries, but also in industrialised
countries today tells a different sto-
ry. They all made strategic interven-
tions, or had an industrial policy.
While I agree that the government
can’t do everything, prioritising cer-
tain sectors that have desirable fea-
tures such as higher job creation or
greater industrialisation is wel-
come. There was a time when in-
dustrial policy had become a bad
word, but it has resurfaced in an ag-
gressive manner with different
countries favouring certain indus-
tries. The latest example is the 2022
CHIPS [and Science] Act in the U.S.,
under which some $50 billion in in-
centives will be given to American
companies to develop or to streng-
then their semiconductor industry.
Each of the East Asian countries
such as Japan, South Korea, Taiwan,
Malaysia, Thailand, China and Viet-
nam has a story of strategic inter-
ventions by the state and has be-
come a manufacturing powerhouse
running consistent trade and cur-
rent account surpluses. There is so-
mething to be learned from them.
In such a context, the Centre’s deci-
sion to promote the manufacturing
sector is timely because India has fa-
voured an agriculture and services-
dominated economy over the years.

Should India focus on
manufacturing over services?

NK: So far, in services, we have cer-
tainly developed some advantage
and we are doing rather well. Ser-
vices’ share of the economy has
gone up to over 50% of the GDP. Ho-
wever, this sector has not been able
to create enough jobs in a commen-
surate manner. The result is that
agriculture still continues to sustain
nearly half of India’s workforce,
which means that 15% of GDP is sup-
porting some 45% of the workforce.
We need more productive job op-
portunities for the workforce to
shift away from agriculture. We
need to focus attention on the ma-
nufacturing sector because of the
direct and indirect jobs that it can
create. It is an empirical fact that
manufacturing of all productive sec-
tors has the highest backward and
forward linkages. So, all together,

there is significant potential for the
manufacturing sector to create
higher productivity jobs for people
stuck in agricultural activities. That
is the future for India.

AS: On industrial policy, when we
look at world history, we see many
attempts by governments to pick
winners. It is always possible to find
interventions which look good with
the benefit of hindsight. But at the
same time, there are many more
stories of failure. Everyone who
thinks that you should have a strong
leader and points to [former Prime
Minister of Singapore] Lee Kuan
Yew as an example of how well a
strong leader works also needs to
counterbalance this with the fact
that there are hundreds of strong
leaders all over the world who have
done badly. So, while it is always
possible to find individual episodes,
such as the role of the Taiwanese go-
vernment in fostering the semicon-
ductor ecosystem in Taiwan, it is al-
so possible to identify a very large
number of failure stories. And the
overall assessment of industrial pol-
icy is not good.

Second, we should think about
the country that we operate in. We
should think about state capacity,
bureaucratic capacity, the incen-
tives of policymakers, the capabili-
ties of policymakers, etc. We’ve got
to come up with policy ideas that
are sensitive to our realities. There
was remarkable civil service quality
in the early years after indepen-
dence in India. Later, intervention-
ist policies led to a corrosion of civil
service quality and of state capacity.
So, we should be careful in giving
high discretion in the hands of the
state. Since we already have low
state capacity, the greater the dis-
cretion in the hands of the state, the
greater the danger of further cor-

roding state capacity.

Aren’t schemes like the PLI
prone to the risk of cronyism?

NK: It is possible that the PLI would
lead to some kind of cronyism. But
when subsidies are linked to perfor-
mance, there is little room for dis-
cretion. There are objective criteria
which have been defined, such as
you getting a certain percentage in
incentive if you perform better than
last year. And of course, one can
have third-party verification of per-
formance to minimise misuse. Also,
as we go along, we can tighten the
criteria further to things such as ex-
port performance, competitiveness
and innovation. So, it is possible to
have an incentive system and
achieve most of the objectives with-
out major problems.

AS: If you read the details of the PLI
policy framework and the indus-
tries that it applies to, of course it is
subject to many discretionary deci-
sions. There are always pushes and
pulls. When these frameworks are
established, only large firms are
able to do the hard work of pound-
ing the corridors of power, and en-
gaging with the government, filling
in all the forms and getting these be-
nefits. If there are structural pro-
blems, it’s better to go to the root
cause and solve it because then eve-
rybody benefits, every company —
large or small, domestic or outward
oriented — benefits from a more ra-
tional policy environment. If there

is a mistake in the GST (Goods and
Services Tax), solve it; if there is a
mistake in the Companies Act, solve
it; if there is a mistake in income tax
treatment, solve it. I don’t buy it
when people say electricity is ex-
pensive in India or labour is cheap.
The competitive advantage of oper-
ating in India is that labour is cheap.
But it doesn’t mean everything has
to be cheap. There will be a variety
of inputs that goes into an industry
and each firm has to figure out
whether it is competitive to operate
in India. What policymakers should
focus on is just mistakes of public
policy. We should focus on things
like the way the Companies Act
works, the way Indian capital con-
trols work, the way income tax
works, the way GST works, etc.

Shouldn’t the government
liberalise all sectors and let
market forces decide
outcomes?

NK: The sectors that have been se-
lected by the government include
some of the new sunrise sectors,
such as the semiconductor indus-
try, which are highly import-depen-
dent. The feeling is that we can
make some of these things in India a
part of a domestic industrialisation
drive. Industries have been chosen
based on where there is an oppor-
tunity to create new industries or
reduce the dependence on imports,
or where there are high spillovers or
linkages to other sectors. So, indus-
tries benefiting from these subsidies
have not been randomly chosen. Of
course, one could argue that there
are also other sectors that merit
subsidies, but one has to start so-
mewhere. The start would obvious-
ly be from the most promising sec-
tors and sunrise sectors which are
coming up. I don’t think these sec-
tors have been selected to benefit a
particular individual. You could find
one or two of them, but most repre-
sent opportunities that India should
be exploiting at this moment.

AS: I remain sceptical, as economic
policymakers do not have a crystal
ball to know the future. In India’s
history, the decisions of some of the
most respected thinkers and policy-
makers, when it comes to favouring
this or that sector, have proved to be
wrong. So I just don’t find it persua-
sive that we have the forecasting ca-
pacity. It is risky, it is speculative,

and the word speculative appro-
priately belongs in the private sec-
tor. You want to trade on the stock
market? I’m all for sophisticated dis-
cussion on that. Should we be buy-
ing the stocks of a labour-intensive
garment company? Or should we be
buying the shares of an electronics
manufacturing company? That’s a
discussion for private speculators to
have; it’s not a discussion for people
in public policy. And I just want to
come back to the argument that
since in the U.S. there is the CHIPS
Act, that justifies a similar policy in
India. I have two problems with
that. First, as Ashok Desai stated,
‘Every bad idea has been adopted in
at least one good country.’ For ex-
ample, because they have agricultu-
ral subsidies in Europe, you will ar-
gue that we should have agricultural
subsidies in India. That’s a slippery
slope. We should always be able to
argue things from first principles.
And then remember the magnitude
of the numbers we are comparing.
When you look at the European
agriculture subsidy divided by Euro-
pean GDP, it’s nothing. When you
take the American subsidies for
chips and divide it by the American
GDP, it’s nothing. Whereas here, in
India, if you think of a trillion dol-
lars of exports, and then 6% of that,
it’s taking a significant chunk out of
the tiny amount of tax revenues of
the Indian state.

NK: I don’t buy this argument. Until
a policy has been implemented,
how will you know if it is right or
wrong? When we are trying to re-
vive our economy, and we want the
investment cycle to pick up, we
need to persuade investors to in-
vest. And for that, some incentivisa-
tion is important, especially in the
context of other countries offering
incentives. If we don’t offer incen-
tives, we do so at our own peril. So,
we need to be vigilant. It is an open
economy context that we are work-
ing in; it is not a closed economy
context any more. So, we have to
see what others are doing. And if
you don’t, all the investments of
chip manufacturers will simply go
to the U.S. or Taiwan. Wherever
they get more incentives, they will
go, and we won’t get any of them.
So, I feel that what has been done
through the PLI, and the current fo-
cus of the government to promote
the manufacturing sector, is the
right thing to do at this moment.

Should India choose manufacturing over services? 
Manufacturing can create higher productivity
jobs; but India’s limited state capacity is a risk 
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The story so far: Russia hosted the seventh
Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) Vladivostok
from September 5 to 8. The four-day forum
is a platform for entrepreneurs to expand
their businesses into Russia’s Far East (RFE).

What is the Eastern Economic Forum?
The EEF was established in 2015 to
encourage foreign investments in the RFE.
The EEF displays the economic potential,
suitable business conditions and investment
opportunities in the region. Agreements
signed at the EEF increased from 217 in 2017
to 380 agreements in 2021, worth 3.6 trillion
roubles. As of 2022, almost 2,729 investment
projects are being planned in the region. The
agreements focus on infrastructure,
transportation projects, mineral excavations,
construction, industry and agriculture.

Who are the major actors in the
Forum? What are their interests?
This year, the Forum aimed at connecting
the Far East with the Asia Pacific region.
China is the biggest investor in the region as
it sees potential in promoting the Chinese
Belt and Road Initiative and the Polar Sea
Route in the RFE. China’s investments in the
region account for 90% of the total
investments. Russia has been welcoming
Chinese investments since 2015; more now
than ever due to the economic pressures
caused by the war in Ukraine. The
Trans-Siberian Railway has further helped
Russia and China in advancing trade ties.
The countries share a 4000-kilometer-long
border, which enables them to tap into each
other’s resources with some infrastructural
assistance. China is also looking to develop
its Heilongjiang province which connects
with the RFE. China and Russia have
invested in a fund to develop northeastern
China and the RFE, through collaborations
on connecting the cities of Blagoveshchensk
and Heihe via a 1,080 metre bridge,
supplying natural gas, and a rail bridge
connecting the cities of Nizhneleninskoye
and Tongjiang.

Besides China, South Korea has also been
gradually increasing its investments in the
region. South Korea has invested in
shipbuilding projects, manufacturing of
electrical equipment, gas-liquefying plants,

agricultural production and fisheries. In
2017, the Export-Import Bank of Korea and
the Far East Development Fund announced
their intention to inject $2 billion in the RFE
in a span of three years.

Japan is another key trading partner in
the Far East. In 2017, Japanese investments
through 21 projects amounted to $16 billion.
Under Shinzo Abe’s leadership, Japan
identified eight areas of economic
cooperation and pushed private businesses
to invest in the development of the RFE.
Japan seeks to depend on Russian oil and gas
resources after the 2011 meltdown in
Fukushima which led the government to pull
out of nuclear energy. Japan also sees a
market for its agro-technologies which have
the potential to flourish in the RFE, given
similar climatic conditions. However, the
momentum of trade that existed with Shinzo
Abe was lost with the leadership of
Yoshihide Suga and Fumio Kishida. The
trade ties between Japan and Russia are
hindered by the Kuril Islands dispute as they
are claimed by both countries.

India seeks to expand its influence in the
RFE. During the forum, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi expressed the country’s
readiness in expanding trade, connectivity
and investments in Russia. India is keen to
deepen its cooperation in energy,
pharmaceuticals, maritime connectivity,
healthcare, tourism, the diamond industry
and the Arctic. 

In 2019, India also offered a $1 billion line
of credit to develop infrastructure in the
region. Through the EEF, India aims to
establish a strong inter-state interaction with
Russia. Business representatives of Gujarat
and the Republic of Sakha have launched
agreements in the diamond and
pharmaceuticals industry. 

What does the EEF aim for?
The primary objective of the EEF is to
increase the Foreign Direct Investments in
the RFE. The region encompasses one-third
of Russia’s territory and is rich with natural
resources such as fish, oil, natural gas,
wood, diamonds and other minerals. The
sparse population living in the region is
another factor for encouraging people to
move and work in the Far East. The region’s
riches and resources contribute to five per
cent of Russia’s GDP. But despite the

abundance and availability of materials,
procuring and supplying them is an issue
due to the unavailability of personnel.

The RFE is geographically placed at a
strategic location; acting as a gateway into
Asia. The Russian government has
strategically developed the region with the
aim of connecting Russia to the Asian
trading routes. With the fast modernisation
of cities like Vladivostok, Khabarovsk,
Ulan-Ude, Chita and more, the government
aims to attract more investments in the
region. Russia is trying to attract the Asian
economies in investing and developing the
far east. The Ukraine war is a worrying issue
as it affects the economic growth of the
country. However, Russia believes that it can
survive the economic crisis and the
sanctions with the help of China and other
Asian powers.

Although, the EEF is an annual gathering,
the forum comes at an opportune time for
Russia who is dealing with the impact of the
sanctions. Moreover, the coming together of
countries like Myanmar, Armenia, Russia,
and China seems like the forming of an
anti-sanctions group in the international
order.

Will India be able to achieve a balance
between the EEF and the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework for Prosperity
(IPEF)?
The U.S.-led Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) and the
EEF are incomparable based on its
geographic coverage and the partnership
with the host-countries. India has vested
interests in both the forums and has worked
towards balancing its involvement. India has
not shied away from investing in the
Russia-initiated EEF despite the current
international conditions.

At the same time, India has given its
confirmation and acceptance to three of the
four pillars in the IPEF. The country
understands the benefits of being involved in
the development in the RFE but it also
perceives the IPEF as a vital platform to
strengthen its presence in the Indo-Pacific
region. The IPEF also presents an ideal
opportunity for India to act in the region,
without being part of the China-led Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership or
other regional grouping like the

Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement
for Trans-Pacific Partnership .

The IPEF will also play a key role in
building resilient supply chains. India’s
participation in the forum will help in
disengaging from supply chains that are
dependent on China and will also make it a
part of the global supply chain network.
Additionally, the IPEF partners will act as
new sources of raw material and other
essential products, further reducing India’s
reliance on China for raw materials.
Although, Mr. Modi has refrained from full
participation in the trade pillar of the IPEF, it
does not signify an end to India’s role in the
forum.

Avishka Ashok is a Research Associate at
the National Institute of Advanced Studies,
Bangalore

EXPLAINER 

What are the benefits of investing in the Russian Far East? Which all countries are currently investing in the region? 

The Eastern Economic Forum and India’s balancing act 

THE GIST
B The Eastern Economic
Forum was established in
2015 to encourage foreign
investments in Russia’s Far
East. As of 2022, almost
2,729 investment projects
are being planned in the
region.

B During the forum, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
expressed the country’s
readiness in expanding
trade, connectivity and
investments in Russia. India
is keen to deepen its
cooperation in energy,
pharmaceuticals, maritime
connectivity, healthcare,
tourism, the diamond
industry and the Arctic. 

B India has vested interests
in both the EEF and the
Indo-Pacific Economic
Framwork and has worked
towards balancing its
involvement. The IPEF is a
vital platform for India to
strengthen its presence in
the Indo-Pacific region. 

Avishka Ashok

The story so far: Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M. K. Stalin on Thursday, at the
Madurai Corporation Primary School
Aathimoolam II in Simmakal, Madurai,
launched the Chief Minister’s Breakfast
Scheme for students of Class I to V in
government schools. The scheme covers
around 1.14 lakh students in 1,545 schools
which include 417 municipal corporation
schools, 163 municipality schools and 728
taluk and village panchayat-level schools.
A sum of ₹33.56 crore has been set apart
for the scheme. The inauguration of the
scheme marks an important milestone in
the State’s history of providing free meals
to school students.

How has the idea evolved?
In November 1920, the Madras (now
Chennai) Corporation Council approved
a proposal for providing tiffin to the
students of a Corporation School at
Thousand Lights at a cost not exceeding
one anna per student per day. P.
Theagaraya Chetty, the then President of
the Corporation (the modern-day
equivalent of Mayor) and one of the
stalwarts of the Justice Party, said the
boys studying at the school were poor,
which affected the strength of the
institution ‘greatly’. The scheme, which

was extended to four more schools and
facilitated higher enrollment of students,
suffered a setback in 1925 when the
British government disallowed the
expenditure on the supply of mid-day
meals to students from the Elementary
Education Fund. It was revived two years
later, benefitting around 1,000 poor
students in 25 schools.

The concept saw a State-wide
application in 1956 when the then Chief
Minister K. Kamaraj decided to provide
free noon meal to poor children in all
primary schools across the State. The
Budget for 1956-57 contained a provision
for supplying mid-day meals to
schoolchildren for 200 days a year,
initially covering 65,000 students in
1,300 feeding centres.

In July 1982, it was left to the then
Chief Minister M. G. Ramachandran to
extend the programme to children in the
2-5 age group in Anganwadis and those in
5-9 age group in primary schools in rural
areas. Subsequently, the scheme — now
called Puratchi Thalaivar M.G.R.
Nutritious Meal Programme — was
extended to urban areas as well. Since
September 1984, students of standards VI
to X have been covered under the
scheme.

Over the years, there have been
improvements to the programme. M.

Karunanidhi, as Chief Minister during the
short-lived Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
Ministry (1989-91), introduced the
provision of boiled eggs once every
fortnight, starting June 1989. His
successor, Jayalalithaa, in March 2013,
extended the scheme by including variety
meals along with masala eggs as per the
children’s choice.

What are the number of
beneficiaries of the programme?
As of now, there are nearly 46.7 lakh

beneficiaries spread over 43,190
nutritious meal centres. This includes
around 3,500 students of National Child
Labour Project (NCLP) special schools.
The State budget for 2022-23 has
provided around ₹2,077 crore for the
nutritious meal programme. 

Besides, as a consequence of the
collaborative implementation of the
Integrated Child Development Scheme
(ICDS) and the nutritious meal
programme, around 15.8 lakh children in
the age group of 2+ to 5+ years receive
nutritious meals.

What was the impact of the mid-day
meal scheme on school education ?
After the improved version of the
mid-day meal scheme in 1982, the Gross
Enrollment Ratio (GER) at primary level
(standards I to V) went up by 10% during
July-September, 1982 as compared to the
corresponding period in 1981. 

The rise in boys’ enrollment was 12%
and in the case of girls, 7%, according to a
publication brought out by the Tamil
Nadu government on the occasion of the
launch of the Chief Minister’s Breakfast
Scheme. 

Likewise, attendance during
July-September 1982 rose by 33% over the
previous year’s figure. 

Kamaraj – An Era (2008), a biography

authored by senior Congress functionary
A. Gopanna, states that after the
inauguration of the mid-day meal scheme
in 1956, the number of primary schools
went up from 15,800 in 1957 to 29,000 in
1962.

Where should the programme focus
more?
Anaemia is a major health problem in
Tamil Nadu, especially among women
and children, says the 2019-21 National
Family Health Survey (NFHS)-5’s report.
From 50% during the period of the
2015-16 NFHS-4, the prevalence of
anaemia in children now went up to 57%.
This and many other health issues can be
addressed through the combined efforts
of the departments of School Education,
Public Health and Social Welfare and
Women Empowerment.

Based on expert advice, those in
charge of the implementation of the ICDS
and the nutritious meal programme can
enhance the component of nutrition to
those children having specific problems.
The latest Breakfast Scheme is a step in
this direction. 

Besides, a continuous and rigorous
review of the progress of the scheme and
nutritious meal programme should be
carried out in a sustained manner, says a
senior government official.

Tamil Nadu’s new breakfast scheme in schools 
How has the history of the idea of nutrition in school schemes progressed so far? 

EXPLAINER 

THE GIST
B Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M. K. Stalin on Thursday, at
the Madurai Corporation
Primary School Aathimoolam
II in Simmakal, Madurai,
launched the Chief
Minister’s Breakfast Scheme
for students of Class I to V
in government schools.

B Anaemia is a major health
problem in Tamil Nadu,
especially among women
and children, says the
2019-21 National Family
Health Survey-5’s report.
Those in charge of the meal
programme can enhance the
component of nutrition to
those children having
specific problems. The latest
Breakfast Scheme is a step
in this direction.

B As of now, there are
nearly 46.7 lakh
beneficiaries spread over
43,190 nutritious meal
centres.

T. Ramakrishnan

The inauguration of the Chief Minister’s
Breakfast Scheme. * ASHOK. R

Death toll in Pak floods

1,486
The death toll in
Pakistan floods.
Unprecedented
floods have
submerged huge

swathes of Pakistan. Authorities state
that hundreds of thousands of people
are still sleeping in the open air after
the disaster. The deluge, brought by
record monsoon rains and the glacial
melt in northern mountains, has
impacted 33 million people out of a
population of 220 million, sweeping
away homes, vehicles, crops and
livestock in damages estimated at $30
billion. AGENCIES

Milk procurement

18,000
In ₹ crore, the
estimated
milk
procurement
by producer

companies, in the next five years,
according to the National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB). NDDB
Chairman Meenesh Shah said that the
milk producer companies procured milk
worth ₹5,575 crore last fiscal year and
the same is set to triple in the next five
years. He also assured that the NDDB
through its dairy services will facilitate
the setting up of more milk producer
companies across the country. PTI

Jewellery exports

6.7
In percentage, the rise in
overall gems and jewellery
exports in August to
₹26,418 crore compared to
the same month last year,

according to the Gem and Jewellery
Export Promotion Council (GJEPC). The
gems and jewellery exports stood at
₹24,749 crore during August 2021. The
GJEPC Chairman said that the cut and
polished diamond exports were largely
affected due to a slowdown in the
Chinese economy caused by ongoing
lockdowns in the last two months. The
Russia-Ukraine conflict is also affecting
diamond exports to some extent. PTI

More aid for Syria

750
In $ million, the amount
of additional aid the U.S.
announced on
Wednesday for the
Syrian people. U.S.

Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield
told the UN Security Council that the
new assistance “will bring immediate
relief to millions of refugees and
displaced persons.. it will help
humanitarian partners provide clean
water, food, hygiene and relief
supplies, shelter, protection services,
and critical health and nutrition
assistance, and it will include support
for early recovery programs..”AP

Pay gap

5,000
in ₹, the gap
between the
monthly
earnings of
non-SCs and

non-STs and the wages of persons from
the SC/ST communities, according to a
report by Oxfam India. As per the ‘India
Discrimination Report 2022’, which
highlights bias in accessing jobs, the
mean income for SCs and STs in urban
areas, who are regular employees, is
₹15,312 as against ₹20,346 for those
belonging to the general category. This
means that the general category is
earning 33% more than SC/STs. PTI
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necessarily work for cinema. One never knows
what will work. In a recent interview, writer B.
Jeyamohan discussed how he and Mani Ratnam
saw the potential for a lengthy scene from a short
piece of text while brainstorming for Ponniyin
Selvan. 

That is why when filmmakers often rue over the
need for more writers, the argument holds very
little water for the simple reason that not all
writers qualify as ‘screenwriters’. What usually
goes for pages in a novel comes to just about a few
minutes in films. Writing and screenwriting are
two different professions and have to be treated
that way.

The need for ‘cinema’ writers
It is in this context we need to acknowledge the
towering contribution of Sujatha. It has been said
about Sujatha’s works that he was an accessible
writer and that truly reflected in the films he
wrote for Shankar (Indian, Mudhalvan, Sivaji: The
Boss and Enthiran) and Mani Ratnam (Kannathil
Muthamittal and Aayutha Ezhuthu). Not just
Sujatha but Balakumaran too, who has written
dialogues for classics such as Nayakan, Guna,
Baashha and Pudhupettai, ushered in an easiness
to film writing. Having said that, it is even harder
to find a writer who knows and appreciates
cinema as a form, while at the same time
possessing the gift of the mighty pen.

Which is why what Vetri Maaran does is

Waking up to the writer 
There has been a long-standing battle to marry
literature and cinema. This has been a beef in
Tamil cinema for decades for the simple reason
that it did not have a parallel cinema movement as
opposed to the neighbouring States of Kerala and
West Bengal. Nor did it nurture the idea of a film
society movement. This ‘invisible wall’ so to say,
made it even more difficult for the crossover to
happen. Very few have succeeded in bringing
about a bridge between these two artforms. Film
adaptations of popular novels — such as
Jayakanthan’s Sila Nerangalil Sila Manithargal or
Pudhumaipithan’s Chitrannai — did not translate
into more writers coming in. Novelists simply
stayed away from films. So much so that Kamal
Haasan recalls in an interview how he literally
forced the celebrated Tamil writer Sujatha (S.
Rangarajan) to write for cinema. Their first and
only collaboration was Vikram (1986).

The art of screenwriting
Screenwriters with a successful track record — like
Salim-Javed in Bollywood — have been far and few
in between. Sure there have been successful
phases in Tamil cinema: MGR-M. Karunanidhi, the
two pillars of the Dravidian movement, were a
success story. As were Sivaji Ganesan and Vietnam
Veedu Sundaram. C. V. Sridhar often wrote films
with his friend Chitralaya Gopu. Then came the
Rajini-Kamal era: K Balachander had Ananthu by
his side, while Bharathiraja had K. Bhagyaraj. But
two of the most influential screenwriting
collaborations have come from Kamal Haasan and
‘Crazy’ Mohan, and Shankar and Sujatha.

There is often a misconception about writing
for cinema, as the language that cinema speaks is
not literature. A lyrical masterpiece may not

perhaps a wonder. To give an example, the
filmmaker infamously said during the release of
his blockbuster Asuran (2019), adapted from
Vekkai, that people who have read writer
Poomani’s novel might not end up liking the film.
Because what Asuran was on screen was not
Poomani’s Vekkai. Vetri had taken somebody
else's written material and made it his own. 

Particularly in the last decade, veteran
Tamil-Malayalam author B. Jeyamohan has
emerged as one of the important literary voices
operating in mainstream Tamil cinema space, in
the post Sujatha-era. The position Jeyamohan
occupies today is rather delicate. Starting from
Bala’s Naan Kadavul (2009), based on his novel
Yezhaam Ulagam, Jeyamohan has mostly been a
dialogue writer in films such as Neerparavai
(2012), Papanasam (2015) and Sarkar (2018) to
name a few. The first screenplay he wrote was
with Mani Ratnam for Kadal (2013), followed by
Kaaviya Thalaivan (2014) and 2.0 (2018) — all of
which were marred by mixed reviews and
box-office figures. It is interesting that three
upcoming biggies — Vendhu Thanindhathu Kaadu
(VTK), Ponniyin Selvan (PS) and Viduthalai —
have Jeyamohan in common. It's as if Tamil
cinema has suddenly woken up to the writer.
Based on his short story, Jeyamohan has written
VTK with Gautham Menon, while PS has
dialogues by him. Vetri Maaran’s Viduthalai too is
based on his short story.

The box-office success of the aforementioned
films remains crucial for Jeyamohan, more so for
Tamil cinema. If they are a success story, then it
will give birth to a new beginning in Tamil
cinema, ensuring that this cross-pollination is
here to stay. In the case of an anti-climax, it
remains to be seen if the gap between Tamil
cinema and literature would widen further.

IN THE LIMELIGHT 

Writing and screenwriting are two different professions and have to be treated that way 
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Particularly in the last decade, veteran
Tamil-Malayalam author B. Jeyamohan
has emerged as one of the important
literary voices operating in mainstream
Tamil cinema space

THE GIST
B There has been a
long-standing battle in the
Tamil industry to marry
literature and cinema. Film
adaptations of popular
novels — such as
Jayakanthan’s Sila Nerangalil
Sila Manithargal or
Pudhumaipithan’s Chitrannai
— did not translate into
more writers coming in.

B There is often a
misconception about writing
for cinema. A lyrical
masterpiece may not
necessarily work for cinema.
That is why when
filmmakers rue over the
need for more writers, the
argument holds very little
water for the simple reason
that not all writers qualify
as ‘screenwriters’. What
usually goes for pages in a
novel comes to just about a
few minutes in films. 

B It is hard to find a writer
who knows and appreciates
cinema as a form, while at
the same time possessing
the gift of the mighty pen.

Srivatsan. S

A scene from Asuran (2019).

“ How do you use ‘look up’, sir?”
“You know its literal meaning, don’t you? 
Don’t put your head down. Please look up. 
‘Look up’ has several figurative meanings.

One is ‘to improve in price or prosperity’.
When your business is bad and, after some
time, it gets better, you say ‘My business is
looking up’, ‘automobile shares are looking
up’. ‘Look up’ also means ‘to search for a
word in a dictionary, facts in a book of refe-
rence, etc’. 

You don’t know the meaning of ‘phobia’?
Look up the word in the dictionary. If you
want to know more about the word, look up a
good encyclopedia.

Could you please look up this number in
the telephone directory?

Please look up Krishna Express in the rail-
way guide. 

A third meaning is ‘to pay a call or visit’. 
Next time I come to Madras, I will look you

up. 
I looked up my friend at his office. 
If possible, I’ll look her up on my way

back.”
“What is the meaning ‘I haven’t a clue to

what’s going on’, sir?”
“It means ‘I don’t know what is going on or

I don’t understand what’s going on’. A clue is
‘a fact, or object that helps to solve a mystery
or problem’. 

The police didn’t get any clue to the theft. 
‘Clue in’ means ‘to provide with the neces-

sary information.
Please clue me in on what really happened.
This is used in informal contexts. ‘Clueless’

in British English means ‘stupid or ignorant’. 
I am clueless about sailing. 
I am clueless about gardening.”
“What’s the difference between ‘under-

stand’ and ‘comprehend’, sir?”
“When I say that I understand a person, I

mean that I have a fairly clear idea of that par-
ticular person. ‘Understanding’ means a fair-
ly good knowledge of the person or the thing
concerned. ‘Comprehend’ means to under-
stand something in all its aspects. You can un-
derstand something without comprehending
it. When you comprehend something, you
understand it fully, minutely. You understand
men and things. You comprehend ideas,
principles. You don’t say ‘I can’t comprehend
him’. But you can say ‘I am not able to com-
prehend his ideas’. You can understand a
poem without being able to comprehend it.
To comprehend is more difficult than to un-
derstand. Comprehension is more intellec-
tual. Do you understand?”

“Yes, sir. But I can’t say that I have compre-
hended the difference.”

“Anyway you understand the difference.
That’s good. Let us stop here. Goodbye.”

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English 

Please send in your answers to the dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Questions (abridged) and Answers of the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. The metro stations named
after Sir MV. Ans: Sir M. Visveshwaraya Station, Central College, Bengaluru; Sir Vishweshwaraiah
Moti Bagh, New Delhi 
2. The freedom fighter who wrote to Sir MV saying that they hold diametrically opposite views. Ans:
Mahatma Gandhi
3. Name the two reservoirs Sir MV helped build after a flood that occured in 1908. Ans: Osman Sagar,
Himayat Sagar, Hyderabad 
4. The two waterfalls that power India's first hydroelectric power station. Ans: Bharachukki Falls,
Gaganachukki Falls 
5. The type of gate installed at the Khadakvasla Reservoir and KRS Dam. Ans: Automatic gates 
6. The name of this educational institution. Ans: Visvesvaraya Technological University, Belagavi,
Jnana Sangama

Early Birds: Varghese Joseph| Shoury Patil 
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THE DAILY QUIZ

The Chief Minister’s Breakfast Scheme was launched in Tamil Nadu by M.K. Stalin on September 15. Tamil Nadu
is also the pioneer of the midday meal scheme, arguably among the best government interventions which links
food and nutrition to education and development. How much do you know about this scheme? 

1 On November 17, 1920,
the Chennai Corporation

Council approved a
proposal to provide tiffin to
the students of a
corporation school at a
subsidised cost. This was
expanded to four schools
but discontinued five years
later. Who was the man
responsible for this?

2 Which Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu is the

midday meal in the State
named after?

3 A human rights body
founded by Jayaprakash

Narayan argued in the
Supreme Court about the
right to food. This case was

decided in 2001 and midday
meals were mandated to be
provided by every State and
U.T. Which body was this?

4 Recently, the midday
meal scheme, which

provides one hot cooked meal
to students of Classes 1-8 in
government and
government-aided schools,
was revamped to include
pre-primary classes too. It was
also renamed. What is the
scheme called today?

5 How much nutrition in
calories are primary and

upper primary children
supposed to get according to
the scheme?

! This man, a prominent anti-caste activist in the Madras Presidency, began a famous newspaper
which he ran until his death. M.K. Stalin said that the midday meal scheme rose from this man’s
Buddhist thoughts. Who is this man?

Compiled by: Radhika Santhanam

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Text & Context’
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removed from the post after
the party leadership found
him conspiring along with
Digambar Kamat to split the
Congress in coordination
with the ruling BJP.

Goa Pradesh Congress
Committee chief Amit Pat-
kar revealed that one of the
MLA who had defected had
allegedly been approached
with ₹30 crore in cash.

Stressing that the remain-
ing three MLAs of the Con-
gress would take up peo-
ple’s issues, Mr. Rao,
alluding to the defections,
said that the “second round
of garbage” had left the
Congress.

“This is a sad day for the
Congress as well as for
Goa… the BJP is practising
this modus operandi eve-
rywhere. Where are such
massive amounts of money
coming from? They are bra-
zenly misusing the power by
breaking elected represen-
tatives from other parties,”
said Mr. Rao, who reached
the coastal State for damage
assessment on Thursday. 

Conspiracy to split
Calangute MLA Michael Lo-
bo had been named the
Leader of Opposition after
the Assembly election result
in February, but was swiftly

Goa Cong. Legislature
Party merges with BJP

1951. Mr. Soren in a strong
rebuttal has said the lease of
the mine was given to him in
2008 and was to be re-
newed after 10 years, in
2019.

On September 1, a group
of UPA leaders submitted a
memorandum to the Gover-
nor, requesting him to clear
the air over Mr. Soren’s “dis-
qualification”. Mr. Soren la-
ter won a trust vote in the
Assembly, with 48 MLAs
supporting his government. 

The ruling coalition UPA
has the support of 49 MLAs
in the 81-member Assembly.
The Opposition BJP has 26
MLAs.

Earlier, when BJP leaders
had petitioned Mr. Bais
seeking Mr. Soren’s “dis-
qualification” from the As-
sembly in the office-of-profit
case, the ECI had reportedly
sent its decision to the Go-
vernor on August 25, which
sparked a political row in
the State. BJP leaders had
accused Mr. Soren of award-
ing the lease of a stone chips
mine in his and his younger
brother Basant Soren’s
name in 2019, at a time
when was holding the post
of the State’s Mines Minister
in a “clear violation” under
Section 9(A) of the Repre-
sentation of People’s Act,

Hemant Soren wants
clarity from Governor

by former Chief Minister K.
Kamaraj, who introduced
mid-day meals for govern-
ment primary schools, fol-
lowed by former Chief Mi-
nisters M. G.
Ramachandran, M. Karuna-
nidhi and Jayalalithaa, who
extended the programme’s
coverage to anganwadis, he
said. 

Mr. Stalin urged authori-
ties to serve children with
utmost care and treat them
as their own while he asked
students to focus on their
academics and to reach
higher positions in life. 

(With inputs from
Chennai)

The schoolchildren sat
alongside the Chief Minister
and broke their fast with a
serving of vegetable rava
khichdi, rava kesari and
sambar – the menu for
Thursdays.

The significant breakfast
scheme has been rolled out
after 102 years, when P.
Theagaraya Chetty, the then
President of the Corpora-
tion (Mayor) of the Justice
Party approved the propo-
sal to provide tiffin to stu-
dents of a Corporation
School at Thousand Lights,
Chennai, Mr. Stalin said. 

The scheme, in due
course, was improved upon

CM launches Breakfast
Scheme in Tamil Nadu

consented to abandon
armed group violence, to
follow the rule of law esta-
blished by the Constitution
and join the peaceful demo-
cratic process. 

Mr. Shah said the major
provisions of the agreement
included fulfilling political,
economic, and educational
aspirations and protecting,
preserving, and promoting
social, cultural, linguistic,
and ethnic identities. 

A special development
package of ₹1,000 crore
would be provided over a
period of five years for in-
frastructure development in
Adivasi-populated areas.

“About 60% of Assam is now
free from the AFSPA. In Ma-
nipur, 15 police stations in
six districts were taken out
of the periphery of the dis-
turbed area. In Arunachal
Pradesh, the AFSPA remains
in only three districts and
two police stations in one
district. In Nagaland, the
disturbed area notification
was removed from 15 police
stations in seven districts
and in Tripura and Megha-
laya, the AFSPA was with-
drawn completely,” the Mi-
nister said. 

The Home Ministry said
that as per the agreement,
the eight tribal groups had

‘Aim is conciliation with
all armed groups in N-E’ 

The entire process to elect a
new Congress president is
and will always be “open”
and the party has nothing to
hide, chairman of the party’s
Central Election Authority,
Madhusudan Mistry, said on
Thursday. 

Mr. Mistry also clarified
that the Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) delegates
will pass resolutions autho-
rising the new Congress pre-
sident to appoint the party’s
State chiefs and All India
Congress Committee (AICC)
delegates, and these resolu-
tions will have no bearing on
the polls to elect the party’s
president.

The clarification came af-
ter a section of the media re-
ported that the PCCs would
authorise the Gandhis to

pick a new party chief. 
“The Pradesh Returning

Officers will call a meeting of
PCC delegates, where they
will pass resolutions to auth-
orise the incoming president
to appoint PCC presidents
and AICC delegates,” Mr.
Mistry said, adding, “This
process will have no bearing
on the election of the new

Congress president.”
Addressing a press confe-

rence at the party headquar-
ters here, Mr. Mistry reiterat-
ed that those seeking to file
nominations for the post of
AICC president and seeking
the support of 10 PCC dele-
gates from different States to
sign on their form can see
the list of the over 9,000 de-

legates at the AICC’s Central
Election Authority’s office
from September 20. 

Alternatively, they can
check if the person con-
cerned has a QR code-bear-
ing identification card, he
said.

The election to the post of
Congress president will be
carried out by over 9,000
PCC delegates. With the
passing of the resolutions by
the PCC delegates, the new
president will then be able to
appoint new PCC or State
unit chiefs and AICC
delegates.

The AICC delegates, in
turn, can elect members to
the Congress Working Com-
mittee (CWC). 

He noted that if there is a
consensus on the names of
23 members, then polls may
not be required. 

Nothing to hide in Congress
presidential poll, says Mistry
New president can appoint State chiefs as per the resolutions by PCC delegates

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Madhusudan Mistry displays an identification card and a list of
PCC delegates, at the AICC headquarters in New Delhi. * PTI 

Former Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister and ex-Con-
gress leader Ghulam Nabi
Azad on Thursday ad-
dressed a rally in volatile
south Kashmir and ap-
pealed to people to “shun
militancy and guns”.

“Those nations – from Af-
ghanistan to Iraq to Pales-
tine – that took to guns and
militancy saw nothing but
destruction. Generations
were lost. I don’t want J&K
to witness more bodies of
our boys on the streets. Our
boys were killed by militants
and many died in encoun-
ters,” he said, while address-
ing supporters in Anantnag.

Mr. Azad, who is touring
J&K ahead of the launch of
his party, reiterated that he
would not play with reli-
gious emotions and win
elections. 

“Azaadi [independence]

could not be achieved. Ma-
ny elections were fought on
autonomy and self-rule.
Nothing fruitful came out
except dead bodies. Why
should I raise such slogans?”
he added.

Meanwhile, Mr. Azad
claimed that militants had
threatened to kill him. “In a
threat letter, it was said that
I met Union Home Minister
Amit Shah before visiting
J&K. It’s wrong as I did not
meet him,” he said.

Shun militancy, says 
Azad at Kashmir rally
‘J&K shouldn’t see deaths any more’
Peerzada Ashiq

SRINAGAR

Ghulam Nabi Azad 

The Bench of Chief Justice of
Allahabad HC and Justice J.J.
Munir dismissed a bunch of
petitions filed expressing
concerns regarding the anti-
CAA protest that took at the
campus of Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU) followed
by the police’s actions on
protestors. 

The court observed that
students enter universities
or any educational institu-
tion for the purpose of edu-
cation and not indulge in ac-
tivities which bring a bad
name to great educational
institutions.

The court ordered the ad-
ministration of the AMU to
establish a mechanism for
better communication with

the students’ fraternity so
that they are not influenced
by outsiders. It maintained
that communication chan-
nels should always remain
open with students. 

The matter pertains to a
protest that was held at AMU
on December 15, 2019, in
which the petitioners
claimed that students were

peacefully protesting, and
the police provoked and la-
ter cane-charged them. 

The HC, in January 2020
had ordered an inquiry in
the matter which was done
by the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC).
The inquiry had to be done
both on the students’ claims
and the police’s action.

According to the court or-
der whose copy is with The
Hindu, the dismissal of mul-
tiple pleas came after re-
viewing of the report of the
NHRC which had criticized
students’ as well as the polic-
e’s action. It also had several
recommendations for both
State and the institution.

“Nothing survives in the
petitions. Dismissed,” the
court stated.

Allahabad HC rejects AMU
students’ pleas on police action 
‘Students enter universities for the purpose of education’

Ishita Mishra

New Delhi

The Communist Party of In-
dia (CPI) strongly criticised
the Congress government in
Chhattisgarh for refusing
permission for a 100-km pa-
dayatra from Silger to Suk-
ma, to be organised by the
party in solidarity with the
tribal community protesting
against alleged police atroci-
ties. 

Calling the move “highly
undemocratic”, the party
sought to remind the Con-
gress that its own Bharat Jo-
do Yatra was currently pass-
ing through Kerala, ruled by
the Left parties.

In a statement, the Na-
tional Secretariat of the CPI
said, “The Chhattisgarh go-
vernment’s action is uncon-
stitutional. Suppression of
democratic movement is

the reason for people to
adopt non-democratic
methods of resistance,
which is not in the interests
of progress and develop-
ment.” The party urged the
Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment to revoke its decision.

Protest against firing
The tribal community in Sil-
ger has been holding a long-
drawn protest seeking ac-
tion against police officials
involved in the firing of May
17 last year that killed three
villagers, who were protest-
ing against a new security
camp. It also wants the go-
vernment to set up schools
and hospitals in Bastar rath-
er than security camps. 

“We must remind that Ra-
hul Gandhi is on a padayatra
but a CPI yatra is not al-
lowed,” the CPI said.

CPI hits out at Cong. govt.
for ban on Sukma march
‘When Rahul is on a yatra, why not us?’
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The Congress on Thursday
attacked the Centre over the
wholesale price-based infla-
tion remaining in double di-
gits for 17 months, and said
the Bharat Jodo Yatra has
started to break the govern-
ment’s silence on inflation. 

The wholesale price-
based inflation eased to a 11-
month low of 12.41% in Au-
gust, on softening in prices
of manufactured and fuel
products, even as food
items remained expensive.

Although the Wholesale
Price Index (WPI)-based in-
flation declined for three
consecutive months in Au-
gust, it remained in double
digit for 17 months begin-
ning April last year. The in-

flation was 13.93% in July
and 11.64% in August last
year.

“Why is the Modi govt. si-
lent on inflation?” Congress
general secretary Jairam Ra-
mesh said in a tweet. “Bha-
rat Jodo Yatra has been start-
ed to break this silence,” Mr.
Ramesh said.

Yatra started to break
govt.’s silence: Congress
Why is govt. silent on inflation: Jairam
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Jairam Ramesh 

Sakal Media Private Ltd.
chairman Pratap Pawar has
been unanimously elected
Chairman of the Audit Bu-
reau of Circulations (ABC)
for 2022-2023.

Mr. Pawar, a Padma Shri
awardee, is former presi-
dent of The Mahratta Cham-
ber of Commerce, Industries
and Agriculture, Pune and
he is on the Board of several
organisations, a press re-
lease said on Thursday. 

Chairman and Managing
Director of R.K. Swamy Pvt
Ltd, Srinivasan K. Swamy,
who has been the Advertis-
ing Agency Member on the
Council, was unanimously

elected Deputy Chairman of
the Bureau.

Besides 16 members who
are representatives from pu-
blishers and advertisers
were named members of the
Bureau’s Council of
Management.

Sakal Papers Pvt. Ltd.’s
Pratap G. Pawar (Chairman),
Malayala Manorama Co.
Ltd.’s Riyad Mathew (Honor-
ary Secretary), The Bombay
Samachar Pvt. Ltd.’s Hor-
musji N. Cama, Jagran Pra-
kashan Ltd.’s Shailesh Gup-
ta, HT Media Ltd.’s Praveen
Someshwar, Bennett, Cole-
man & Co. Ltd.’s Mohit Jain,
ABP Pvt. Ltd.’s Dhruba Muk-
herjee, Lokmat Media Pvt.
Ltd.’s Karan Darda are pu-

blishers’ representatives.
R.K. Swamy Pvt. Ltd.’s Sri-

nivasan K Swamy (Deputy
Chairman), Madison Com-
munications Pvt. Ltd.’s Vik-
ram Sakhuja (Honorary
Treasurer), IPG Media
Brands, Media Brands Pvt.
Ltd.’s Shashidhar Sinha,
Group M. Media India Priv-
ate Ltd.’s Prasanth Kumar
are representatives of adver-
tising agencies.

United Breweries Ltd.’s
Debabrata Mukherjee, ITC
Ltd.’s Karunesh Bajaj, TVS
Motor Company Ltd.’s Ani-
ruddha Haldar and Maruti
Suzuki India Ltd.’s Shashank
Srivastava are representa-
tives of advertisers, said the
release.

Srinivasan K. Swamy was elected Deputy Chairman 
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Pratap Pawar elected chairman
of Audit Bureau of Circulations 

Advocates’ bodies, includ-
ing the Bar Council of India
(BCI), have resolved to
push forward with a de-
mand to enhance the re-
tirement age of judges of
the Supreme Court and
High Courts.

The BCI, its counter-
parts in the States, High
Courts’ Bar Associations
intend to communicate
their resolution to the
Prime Minister and Union
Law Minister. A press state-
ment said the advocates’
bodies unanimously came
to the conclusion that
amendments should be
made to raise the age of HC
judges’ from 62 to 65 and
that of SC judges’ from the
65 to 67 years. 

Plea to raise
retirement age
of judges
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The circular has specified
that no penalty would be
imposed if the central funds
are not available with the
State.

Out of the remaining 93
lakh houses, Chhattisgarh
and West Bengal are the big-
gest offenders. The Union
Government is yet to release
funds for 12 lakh houses in
Chhattisgarh and 11 lakh
houses in West Bengal.
Funds to both these States
for this financial year were
withheld for various lapses.

In case of West Bengal, af-
ter complaints from the BJP
MPs from the State against
the Mamata Banerjee go-

vernment’s move to repack-
age the scheme as Bangla
Awas Yojana and other pro-
cedural gaps, the Union Go-
vernment had withheld
funds due to pending res-
ponse from the State go-
vernment. The decision to
release the funds now lies
with Union Minister Giriraj
Singh.

Among other States, As-
sam has not sanctioned se-
ven lakh houses and Odisha
has not sanctioned nine
lakh houses. Maharashtra
with 2.5 lakh houses and Bi-
har with two lakh houses
are also among top offen-
ders.

Delay in PMAY-G
scheme to invite penalty

What is “so principally, so
fundamentally wrong” in
singling out economic crite-
rion for grant of reservation,
a Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court headed by
Chief Justice of India U.U. La-
lit asked on its third day of
hearing petitions challeng-
ing the 103rd Constitutional
Amendment, which intro-
duced 10% quota for ‘eco-
nomically weaker sections’
(EWS) of society.

“What is so principally, so
fundamentally wrong in sin-
gling out an economic crite-
rion for reservation? Is it
that they do not belong to a
homogenous group? Is it

cast in stone that they [be-
neficiaries of reservation]
should belong to a homoge-
nous group? Why cannot
economic criterion be a
ground for the state’s affir-
mative action?” Justice S. Ra-
vindra Bhat, on the Constitu-
tion Bench, asked advocate
Shadan Farasat, who is ap-
pearing for a petitioner, on
Thursday.

‘Affirmative action’
Mr. Farasat replied that “af-
firmative action” could take
form of a whole range of
measures like money transf-
ers of ₹6,000 to farmers.

“There are other affirma-
tive actions which can ad-
dress the problem of econo-

my, but not necessarily
reservation. Reservation
was a way for reparation for
the Backward Classes. It was
the most assertive, the most
aggressive way of affirmative
action. Reservation was not
meant to address any pro-
blem, but a specific problem
— to bring Backward Classes
to the mainstream by giving
them access to education,
government jobs,” Mr. Fara-
sat answered.

“The Amendment, by ex-
cluding the Backward Class-
es from the ambit of the EWS
quota, betrays the actual in-
tent to serve as a quota for
middle class members of the
forward castes,” Mr. Farasat
argued.

Why can’t economic criteria
be used for quota, asks SC
Constitution Bench hearing petitions against amendment

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

A team of officials from the
Lucknow district adminis-
tration conducted a survey
at the famous Muslim se-
minary, Darul Uloom Nad-
watul Ulama, in the capital
on Thursday. The visit is in
line with the orders of the
State government to con-
duct surveys of all madrasas
in Uttar Pradesh. 

The team collected infor-
mation as per a 12-point pro-
forma, including the names
and details of the organisa-
tions running the seminary,
number of students, the
source of funding, the year
of establishment, course
curriculum and facilities
provided/available, among
other details.

Established in 1898, Da-
rul Uloom Nadwatul Ulama
is one of the oldest Islamic
seminaries in India.

Mohammad Rabey Hasa-
ni Nadwi, the president of
All India Muslim Personal
Law Board (AIMPLB), one of
the leading bodies of Mus-
lims in India, is also the
chancellor of Darul Uloom
Nadwatul Ulama.

Prominent madrasa in
U.P. surveyed by officials
Islamic institute was established in 1898
Staff Reporter

Lucknow

Officials during a survey 
at Darul Uloom Nadwatul
Ulama on Thursday. * PTI

Devoted to Jan Suraj
drive: Prashant Kishor
PATNA

Poll strategist Prashant
Kishor’s meeting with Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
on September 13 appears to
have been a flop for Mr.
Kumar as the former on
Thursday asserted that he
was “committed to his Jan
Suraj movement and tour
across Bihar. 

IN BRIEF

7 clerics arrested under
PSA in Kashmir Valley
SRINAGAR

Seven clerics, including two
prominent religious scholars,
were arrested under the
Public Safety Act (PSA) in the
past 24 hours in the Kashmir
Valley. The Act allows
preventive detention of up to
two years without trial. A
senior police officer said that
two religious figures and five
Jamaat-e-Islami activists
were arrested so far. 

Former Gujarat Minister 
held on swindling charge
AHMEDABAD

Gujarat’s Anti-Corruption
Bureau on Thursday arrested
former Gujarat Minister of
State for Home and former
Chairman of the Mehsana
District Milk Producing
Federation, Vipul Chaudhary,
for allegedly
misappropriating ₹750 crore
pertaining to the Dudhsagar
dairy.

RSS to have first woman
chief guest on Oct. 5 
NEW DELHI

Mountaineer Santosh Yadav is
to be the chief guest of
Rashtriya Swayamsewak
Sangh’s (RSS) foundation day
event on October 5, said
sources. For the first time in
its history, the RSS invites a
woman in such a capacity for
the foundation day
celebrations, that would take
place at the Nagpur
headquarters on the occasion
of Vijaydashmi.
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Rival Naga extremist groups have re-
freshed a 13-year-old reconciliation treaty
to “move forward” together for an honour-
able solution to the ‘Naga political issue’.

The issue pertains to the peace deal
signed between the Centre and the Nation-
al Socialist Council of Nagalim or the NSCN
(Isak-Muivah) and the Naga National Politi-
cal Groups (NNPGs) comprising seven oth-
er organisations, including the factions of
the Myanmar-based Khaplang group.

On September 14, the NSCN (I-M) repre-
sented by retired General V.S. Atem and
the NNPGs represented by Alezo Venuh
signed a document reaffirming the Cove-
nant of Reconciliation of June 13, 2009, in
the first meeting facilitated by the Forum
for Naga Reconciliation after eight years.

The meeting was held at Chümoukedi-
ma near Dimapur, Nagaland’s commercial
hub.

The NSCN, formed in 1980, had violent-
ly split into the I-M and K factions in 1988.

“We renew to work together in the spirit
of love and desist from all forms of armed
violence and refrain from indulging in vio-
lence of words through print and social
media among Naga political groups and
the general public. From this time forth, in
order to chart a path forward, we remain
committed to peace and respect and to re-
solve outstanding issues among us,” the
September 14 declaration read.

Rival Naga extremist
groups refresh
reconciliation pact 
Special Correspondent

GUWAHATI

State reorganisation laws
cannot curtail a citizen’s
right to reside and settle in
any part of the country, the
Supreme Court has held in
a judgment.

A Bench of Justices Indi-
ra Banerjee and V. Ramasu-
bramanian observed that
“there is only one domi-
cile, that is, the domicile of
the country and there is no
separate domicile for a
State”. 

“Every part of every
State is an integral and in-
severable part of India,”
Justice Banerjee, who auth-
ored the judgment, wrote.

The Bench was dealing
with an appeal filed by Te-
langana against a High
Court decision upholding
an Animal Husbandry de-
partment officer’s claim to
be posted in Telangana and
not Andhra Pradesh, post
the bifurcation of the State. 

No separate
domicile for a
State, says SC
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Over 50 retired bureaucrats
on Thursday wrote to Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) Rajiv Kumar seeking
action against the Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) alleging that
AAP convener Arvind Kejri-
wal had induced public ser-
vants to work for the party
during a press conference in
Gujarat on September 3. 

The letter, sent by retired
IAS officer M. Madan Gopal
and signed by 56 former
IAS, IFS and other services’
officers, said the AAP lead-
er’s statements were in vio-
lation of Order 16A of the
Election Symbols (Reserva-
tion and Allotment) Order,
1968 and asked for the
AAP’s recognition under the
same to be withdrawn.

“A perusal of live stream
of the press conference re-
veals that while addressing
the press, Mr. Kejriwal re-

peatedly induced public ser-
vants of the State of Gujarat
to work in tandem with the
AAP to ensure its victory in
the State elections that are
to be conducted in the sub-
sequent months. Mr. Kejri-
wal called upon public ser-
vants to aid the AAP in the
upcoming State elections,”
the letter said. 

“We emphatically state
that through his comments,
Mr. Kejriwal has attempted
to persuade public servants
to act in contravention with
the principles and ethics by
which they are governed
and to act as agents for the
AAP in the upcoming elec-
tions,” the letter said.

The ex-bureaucrats noted
that the Representation of
the People Act, 1951 barred
corrupt practices such as
use of government machin-
ery and undue influence to
interfere with free exercise
of electoral rights. 

Former bureaucrats
seek action against AAP

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

They send complaint to poll panel chief

After assuming the office of
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
by swearing “I, Muthuvel Ka-
runanidhi Stalin” last year, I
feel, Thursday’s inaugura-
tion of the Breakfast Scheme
for students of classes I to V,
will remain in the golden
pages of history and bring a
positive change in the lives of
my people.

We have enabled the
schoolchildren to get their
breakfast before attending
their classes. The ‘Athimoo-
lam’ (root cause) of the pro-
blems faced by the sup-
pressed and marginalised
people in the society must be

identified and suitable reme-
dies be provided. That is
why, we have launched this
scheme in Athimoolam Prim-
ary School, Madurai. It is a
coincidence that the school
is located in Keezh Anna
Thoppu. I am proud to be
one of Anna’s (former CM
Annadurai) younger broth-
ers to have started this
scheme on his birth anniver-
sary. Exactly, 102 years ago,
on September 16, one of the
leaders of the Justice Party,
Sir Pitti Thiagarayar passed a
resolution to introduce mid-
day meal scheme for chil-
dren in Chennai Corpora-
tion. After a century, the
breakfast programme is be-
ing launched.

Breakfast Schemes in
schools have been imple-
mented in many states of Un-
ited States of America by the
Department of Agriculture.

Such schemes have been in-
troduced in European coun-
tries, particularly in France
three years ago. Research
shows that providing break-
fast in schools improves the
learning ability of students
and increases attendance.
Analysts say the demand for
breakfast schemes has in-
creased after the COVID-19
pandemic. I am ready to
make any sacrifice to alle-
viate the poverty of the Tamil
community and hunger of

the children. Now I see the
joy on the faces of children as
they get their breakfast. I
have no words to explain my
happiness.

The Dravidian movement
was established to ensure
children belonging to poor
and suppressed families
should not be prevented
from going to school. That is
why the doctrine of Self-res-
pect and Social Justice were
coined. Communal reserva-
tion was brought as Thanthai

Periyar (E.V. Ramasamy), Pe-
rarignar Anna (Annadurai)
and Muthamizh Arignar (M.
Karunanidhi) thought neith-
er poverty nor caste should
be a hindrance to one’s edu-
cation. I am overwhelmed
that I, the follower of their
path, have come to a position
to fulfil their dreams and
have implemented it.

No starvation

We believe the children of
Tamil Nadu should not
starve at any cost. ‘Ayodhida-
sa Pandithar’ (a Dalit icon)
was the first to express the
noble intention of providing
food to schoolchildren along
with education. In the early
period of 1900, he sowed the
seed for the idea of providing
mid-day meals in the Olcott
Memorial schools in Chennai
region. A few months before
India’s independence, the
meal scheme was disconti-
nued by the British govern-
ment citing financial crisis.

The mid-day meal scheme

was started in 1956 when Pe-
runthalaivar Kamarajar was
the Chief Minister. Then Di-
rector of Public Education
N.T.Sundaravadivelu, an ar-
dent follower of Periyar, was
the one who implemented it
despite strong opposition
from some officials. 

To enhance this scheme,
in 1971, Chief Minister Karu-
nanidhi took charge of the
Nutritional Meals Pro-
gramme. He made it a grand
movement by providing nu-
tritional meals to children
and pregnant mothers. He
offered nutrient-rich bread
to children (aged up to 3
years in municipalities
around Chennai). In 1975, he
launched an Integrated Nu-
tritional Programme across
the state. 

‘Makkal Tilagam’ M.G. Ra-
machandran, as Chief Minis-
ter, took great efforts to ex-
pand it setting up more
centres and allotted more
funds. In 1989, Karunanidhi
added egg in the nutritious

meal; he also added chick-
peas, green gram and boiled
potatoes. In 2010, he extend-
ed eggs for five days a week
and provided bananas to
those who do not prefer
eggs. Former Chief Minister
Jayalalithaa Amma ordered
the provision of variety rice
during her regime.

When I attended a pro-
gramme at a school in Chen-
nai, I asked a few children if
they’d had their breakfast.
They replied ‘no’. Later,
when I consulted the author-
ities, they said that many
children come to school skip-
ping breakfast. I thought no
child should attend classes
with empty stomach. Under
the Chief Minister’s Breakfast
Scheme, 1.14 lakh children
from 1,545 schools will bene-
fit at a cost of ₹12.75 per day /
per child. I quote the ‘cost’ in
administrative terminology.
In fact it is not an expendi-
ture; it is the duty of our go-
vernment! We will progres-
sively expand this project

and take all steps expedi-
tiously for its implementa-
tion to the fullest. Such
schemes should not be
counted as freebies, charity,
gift or privilege. This is the
bounden duty and responsi-
bility of the government!

Students learn comforta-
bly once hunger is satiated.
They grasp easily and attend
the school with enthusiasm.
There will be a regular atten-
dance in schools. Tamil Nadu
will have a great educational
ratio. If a person who bene-
fits from this scheme occu-
pies the highest position la-
ter, the benefits to the
society remains immeasura-
ble. For me, the schemes de-
vised for education, medi-
cine and the mitigation of
hunger stand beyond criti-
cism. These schemes form a
face of governance. I request
the people to measure the
success of the government
only with such schemes.

(M.K. Stalin is the Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu)

‘Breakfast scheme should not be counted as freebie, charity or gift’ 
Students learn comfortably and with
enthusiasm once hunger is satiated

Nutritional boost: The mid-day meal scheme was started in
Tamil Nadu in 1956. * FILE PHOTO

M.K. STALIN

Law Minister Kiren Rijiju
has written to the Chief Jus-
tices of High Courts to ac-
celerate the process of set-
ting up fast track courts
(FTC) and fast track special
courts (FTSC) in their res-
pective States to hear cases
of heinous crimes against
women, children and se-
nior citizens. 

In the letter, dated Sep-
tember 2, Mr. Rijiju noted
that of the 1,800 FTCs re-
commended by the 14th Fi-
nance Commission, only
896 were functional as of
July 31 and more than 13.18
lakh cases were pending in
these courts.

He said that more than
3.28 lakh cases were pend-
ing in the FTSCs, which
was “an alarming situa-
tion”. His letter to the Chief
Justices of High Courts fol-
low a detailed review of the
FTCs and FTSCs.

Law Minister
presses for fast
track courts
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi arrived in Samarkand
late on Thursday evening,
just ahead of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Council of Head of
States meeting, where he
will come face-to-face with
Chinese President Xi Jinping
for the first time since the
April 2020 LAC stand-off, as
well as Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif.

Mr. Modi was the last of
the leaders of the eight SCO
members to arrive in Samar-
kand and missed both the
pre-summit dinner hosted
by Uzbekistan President
Shovkat Mirziyoyev, and tree
planting that all the leaders
undertook, leading to specu-
lation that Mr. Modi’s late ar-
rival was meant to avoid any

inconvenient “photo-ops”
while India’s relationship
with China and Pakistan re-
main tense.

Mr. Modi’s absence was
felt particularly as other
leaders held a number of bi-
lateral meetings on Thurs-
day, including a highly anti-
cipated meeting between

Chinese President Xi Jinping
and Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin for the first time
since the war in Ukraine be-
gan. 

On Friday, PM Modi will
hold three bilateral meet-
ings, with Mr. Putin, Mr. Mir-
ziyoyev and Mr. Raisi, the
MEA confirmed.

Mr. Xi held eight bilateral
meetings in all and Mr. Putin
met with six other leaders,
including Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi.

The strong showing by Mr.
Putin is expected to display
confidence, and dispel West-
ern narratives on challenges
he faces in the Ukraine war.
In addition, SCO countries
attending the meeting are ex-
pected to express disappro-
val for “economic restric-
tions” or unilateral sanctions
and plans for an “oil price
cap” imposed by the U.S.
and EU.

At a briefing on Thursday,
Foreign Secretary Vinay
Kwatra said that “India is not
a member of the G7” when
asked if India would join the
oil price cap mechanism
plan announced by G7 coun-
tries on September 2.

Modi in Samarkand for Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation meeting
Narendra Modi will meet Xi Jinping for the first time since the LAC stand-off

Late arrival: Narendra Modi was the last of eight leaders of
SCO member countries to arrive in Samarkand. * PTI

Suhasini Haidar

SAMARKAND
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(set by Afterdark)

To solve this puzzle online,
get across to our crossword site
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

Across

1 Ended something special? Let's help (5,3,5)

10 Darling, sweep Buzzer's storeroom (9)

11 Brave lady, say (5)

12 Abruptly throw board, you finally have a change of heart (5)

13 Only the addled will go through training material (9)

14 Smoke at corner? It’s closed (6)

16 Second class material... (4)

19 ...available for 0 pound (4)

20 Perhaps signs last letter before cricket match at a college (6)

25 Shut nine schools to redesign as a military shelter (6,3)

26 Tiny woman reportedly with ease reached New York (5)

27 Computer Graphic Interface used to portray golden dog (5)

28 Primarily silly troll at party, but somehow shows modesty (4-5)

29 Actor is stone-cold, wait, will warm up (5,8)

Down

2 Give up on boy, say starting to cheat sweetheart (8)

3 Boat with king and a beast... (5)

4 ...on wrong route crossing Portugal with company (6)

5 Faulty mobiles with some mishandling can lead to occlusion (8)

6 Observance of formalities in dirty politic? UN should interfere (9)

7 Story about Boris's dalliances in the beginning with member of an

English political party (3-3)

8 Produces copies after shop closes halfway (6)

9 Strong people are vehement to dismiss veteran (2-3)

15 Lion Peter slaughtered to satiation (9)

17 Cornered by bunch as terrible as immoral (8)

18 A musical term for routine arrangement without tempo (8)

21 Animal is shy to mingle with some enthusiasm (6)

22 Type of shirt woven in the middle kept by American farm labour

(colourless) (1,4)

23 Wrong to dismiss youth leader, in the beginning lad was angelic

(6)

24 Stops the giant in ship (6)

26 Agree to take two wives, on either side with a dowager (5)
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The Supreme Lord is the source of both evil and good as the
purana stories in the Bhagavata Purana show. From time im-
memorial good and bad have coexisted in creation, and this
is symbolically represented by the fact that Kashyapa is the
father of both the devas, the sons of Aditi, and the asuras
born of Diti. The Lord is the very embodiment of dharma
and He sustains the entire creation. So, when evil domi-
nates, He takes avatars to quell the asuras and restore the
balance. Likewise in the Devi Mahatmya it is Goddess Shakti
who intervenes to put an end to the atrocities perpetrated
by the asuras such as Madhu and Kaitabha, Mahishasura,
Sumbha and Nisumbha and so on, pointed out Sri R. Krish-
namurthy Sastrigal in a discourse. 

The purana stories also reinforce another important
truth that each one’s essential nature is determined by his
deeds and not by factors such as lineage, scholarship,
wealth, etc. The asura clan is not totally bad for there are
great bhaktas and good natured characters such as Prahlada
and Bali. Also, there are instances where the Devas are not
always good and at times err on the side of dharma. Once,
when they became blind with conceit at their victory over
the asuras, God taught them a lesson by making Bali over-
power them. But, when the devas sought His help to save
them from Bali’s dominance, Vishnu helped them and also
rid Bali of his pride in his possessions. Also, there are factors
such as the cause and effect principle and the ebb and flow
of Time in the lives of beings that give rise to favourable or
unfavourable situations. This makes it appear as if God is
partial to the devas rather than their opponents. But the
truth is that God has no personal enmity towards anyone
and His aim is to protect the good against the wicked forces.

FAITH

Committed to dharma 
SUDOKU

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to puzzle 13661

Six persons have been arrest-
ed on charges of rape and
murder of two minor Dalit
sisters, who were found
hanging from a tree in Lak-
himpur Kheri district in Ut-
tar Pradesh on Wednesday. 

Addressing a press confe-
rence, Lakhimpur Kheri Su-
perintendent of Police Sanjiv
Suman said, “On Wednes-
day, the girls were coaxed
and taken to the farm and
both were sexually abused.
Two accused have confessed
to having forceful sexual re-
lations with the girls.” 

The police have also regis-
tered a case under Sections
302, 323, 452, 376 and 3/4 of
the POCSO Act. 

In Lucknow, Additional
Director General of Police
(Law and Order) Prashant
Kumar said, “All the six ac-
cused namely Junaid, Suhail,
Chhote, Hafizur Rahman,

Karimuddin and Chhotu
have been arrested. A 315
bore pistol, two live cartridg-
es and an empty shell have
been recovered from the
main accused Junaid’s son.”

The family of the de-
ceased, who were reluctant
to perform the last rites, re-
lented after getting assu-
rance of financial help and
other aid from the U.P. go-
vernment. The post-mortem
was videographed and the
bodies were handed over to
the family for the last rites.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath has also
instructed officials to pro-
vide ₹25 lakh, a house and
farming land to the victims
family in the case. The admi-
nistration has also agreed for
the trial of the case in a fast-
track court.

In the aftermath of the in-
cident, Opposition parties
trained their guns on the rul-
ing BJP government alleging
that the killing of the two Da-
lit girls was a repeat of ‘Hath-
ras ki beti’ episode.

It was on September 14,
2020, that a 19-year-old Dalit
girl was gang-raped and as-
saulted in Hathras district of
Uttar Pradesh. She died later. 

“The heartbreaking inci-
dent in Lakhimpur Kheri is
in discussion everywhere,
any type of condemnation
for such heinous crime is
less. In Uttar Pradesh, crimi-
nals are moving fearlessly
because the priorities of the
government are wrong,” Ba-
hujan Samaj Party president
Mayawati wrote on Twitter.

Former Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister and Samajwa-
di Party president Akhilesh
Yadav said, “The killing is a
heinous repeat of the ‘Hath-
ras ki beti’ murder. Police
atrocities on Dalit sisters and
daughters and poor are not
stopping under the BJP rule.
The police are lynching inno-
cents by implicating them in
false cases while those who
commit crime are fearless.”

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi hit out at the BJP and
said women’s security can-
not be expected from those
facilitating the release of ra-

pists.“The kidnapping and
murder of two minor Dalit
sisters in Lakhimpur in
broad daylight is a very dis-
turbing incident. Women’s
safety cannot be expected
from those facilitating the re-
lease of rapists and welcom-
ing them,” Mr. Gandhi said in
a reference to 11 convicts in
the Bilkis Bano gangrape
case being released last
month under the Gujarat go-
vernment’s remission policy.

Lok Sabha member and
Trinamool Congress leader
Kakoli Dastidar questioned
the ‘silence’ of the National
Commission for Women
(NCW) and criticised the law
and order situation.

Expressing his condo-
lence to the family of the vic-
tims, Communist Party of In-
dia general secretary D. Raja
tweeted, “This heinous
crime exposes the hollow-
ness of the Prime Minister’s
‘Nari Shakti’ slogan. Even
children are not safe in Yogi
Adityanath’s Hindu-Raj.
Shameful!”

(With inputs from
Sandeep Phukan)

Six held for rape, murder of Dalit sisters 
Hathras repeated,
says Opposition
blaming BJP govt.
Staff reporter

Lucknow

Heinous crime: Congress workers taking out a march in
Prayagraj to protest the rape and murder of the siblings. * PTI

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has arrested
three more accused in con-
nection with the 3,000-kg
heroin seizure case.

The accused have been
identified as Rah Matullah,
Ishwinder Singh and Jasbir
Singh. The NIA probe has re-
vealed that five consign-
ments of the heroin-laden
goods were imported into
India through the same net-
work from November 2020
to September 2021.

“Three such consign-
ments of the semi-pro-
cessed Talc stones ultimate-
ly reached a warehouse in
Neb Sarai, Delhi, which was
rented by the absconding
accused, Najibullah Khalid,
in the name of another Af-
ghan national, Noorzahi Ab-
dul Salam. The heroin was
segregated from the con-
cealing goods in this ware-
house by Afghani experts
and then sent for distribu-

tion in the market through a
network of drug suppliers
and peddlers,” said the
agency. The consignment
was then shifted to another
warehouse taken on rent al-
legedly by Shaheen, also an
Aghan national who is a
close associate of Najibul-
lah, through Jasbir and
Ishwinder.

“Ishwinder Singh, a
known drug distributor, was
in direct touch with Javed,
an Afghanistan-based ac-
cused and a key aide of
prime accused Hassan
Daad. On Javed’s directions,
he and Jasbir Singh forged
papers and rented a ware-
house in Hamidpur village
(Delhi), to where the semi-
processed Talc was shifted
from the Neb Sarai ware-
house for further disposal,”
said an official.

The DRI had seized the
heroin consignment at the
Mundra port in September
last year. The NIA took over
the case in October 2021. 

NIA arrests three more 
in heroin seizure case
It was seized in Mundra port last year 
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

‘Name new Parliament
building after Ambedkar’
NEW DELHI

The All India Confederation of
SC/ST organisations urged
the Centre to name the new
Parliament building after B.R.
Ambedkar. In a statement
here, former Lok Sabha MP
Udit Raj, who is the national
chairman of the organisation,
sought to remind the PM
about the demand first raised
in a letter to him in December
2020. The organisation had
also held a demonstration to
emphasise the demand.

Hijab is a Muslim woman’s
self-expression. She cannot
be compelled by the state to
shed her persona at the gates
of her college, senior advo-
cate Kapil Sibal told the Su-
preme Court on Thursday.

“As Polonius said in ‘Ham-
let’, ‘clothes maketh the
man’. Wearing hijab is an ex-
pression of what you are,
where you are from, who
you are. It is an expression of
the self,” Mr. Sibal argued.

The senior counsel, ap-
pearing for a student-peti-
tioner against Karnataka’s
ban on wearing hijab in
classrooms, said the Su-
preme Court should refer
the case to a Constitution
Bench, which should in turn
first decide whether “wear-

ing a dress is self-expression,
which lies both at the heart
of the fundamental rights of
privacy and freedom of ex-
pression”. Hijab can be given
the same protection as Sikh
turbans and kirpans. 

The petitioners were res-
ponding to a repeated ques-
tion from the Bench as to
“where is your right to wear
a hijab to school”. 

“Privacy and dignity is at-
tached to your person and
not to the place you go to… A
convict does not shed his
fundamental rights at the
gates of the prison…”, advo-
cate Shoeb Alam, for a stu-
dent, said.

Mr. Alam said the state
could not “barter” one fun-
damental right for the other. 

“The state cannot say I
will give you education and

in return you surrender your
privacy, lay it on my door-
step. The school or the state
can have no say to what ex-
tent I should clothe myself to
feel safe. It is a matter of
choice, of my discretion,” he
contended.

Religious identity
Advocate Prashant Bhushan
said the hijab, has over the
years, acquired a religious
identity, protected under Ar-
ticle 25 of the Constitution.

Senior advocate Colin
Gonsalves said the Karnata-

ka High Court’s observations
overturning a Muslim stu-
dent’s right to attend classes
in hijab were “hurtful”. 

“The HC said in schools
there are no individual
rights… The High Court said
such ‘qualified spaces’ by
their very nature repel the
assertion of individual rights
to the detriment of their gen-
eral discipline and decorum.
The use of such obscure
terms like ‘qualified spaces’
conclude that constitutional
and fundamental rights are
somehow absent and are at a
lower pedestal in schools,
war rooms and defence
camps,” he submitted.

He said the HC judgment
gave the impression that “or-
der” in schools was some-
how threatened by a girl
wearing a hijab.

‘Wearing hijab is an expression of self ’
Kapil Sibal says Supreme Court should refer the case to a Constitution Bench 
Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI <> The school or the
state can have no 

say to what extent I
should clothe myself to
feel safe
Shoeb Alam

Advocate for student-petitioner

The government on Thurs-
day told the Supreme Court
that the law does not allow
undergraduate medical stu-
dents, who fled the “war-like
situation” in Ukraine, to be
accommodated in Indian
medical colleges. 

The affidavit from the
Health Ministry was in res-
ponse to petitions filed by
students, in their first to
fourth year of undergrad-
uate medical studies in Uk-
raine, seeking transfer to
colleges in India to continue
their semesters here.

“So far as such students
are concerned, there are no
provisions either under the
Indian Medical Council Act
of 1956 or the National Med-
ical Commission Act 2019 as
well as the Regulations to ac-
commodate or transfer med-
ical students from any fo-
reign medical
institutes/colleges to Indian
medical colleges. Till now,
no permission has been gi-
ven by the National Medical
Commission to transfer or
accommodate any foreign
medical students in any In-
dian medical institute/un-
iversity,” the Health Ministry
said. 

Public notice
However, the Centre said, in
order to “aid and assist such
returnee students who
could not complete their
MBBS courses in Ukraine,
the National Medical Com-
mission, in consultation
with the Ministry of External

Affairs, has issued a public
notice on September 9 indi-
cating that the National Med-
ical Commission would ac-
cept completion of their
remaining course in other
foreign countries (with the
approval of parent universi-
ty in Ukraine)”.

“Further, after such com-
pletion, the certificate of
course completion/degree is
expected to be issued by the
parent institutions in Uk-
raine,” the Ministry affidavit
said. The affidavit clarified
that this global “academic
mobility programme” men-
tioned in the September 9
public notice cannot be in-
terpreted to mean accom-
modation of the Ukraine-re-
turned students in Indian
colleges. 

Two reasons
“The extant regulations in
India do not permit migra-
tion of students from foreign
universities to India. The pu-

blic notice cannot be used as
a back door entry into In-
dian colleges offering under-
graduate courses,” the go-
vernment explained. 

The government said
these students had left for
foreign universities for two
reasons, poor marks in Na-
tional Eligibility cum En-
trance Test (NEET) and affor-
dability of medical
education in foreign coun-
tries. “In case these students
with poor merit are allowed
admission to premier medi-
cal colleges in India by de-
fault, there may be several li-
tigations from desirous
candidates who could not
get seats in these colleges
and have taken admission in
either lesser known colleges
or have been deprived of a
seat in medical colleges,” the
Ministry affidavit reasoned. 

Besides, these students, if
admitted in Indian colleges,
would again face the pro-
blem of affordability. 

Centre cites law to deny
seats to Ukraine-returnees
Health Ministry files affidavit in SC on medical students’ plea

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

A group of students, who were studying in Bukovinian State
Medical University in Ukraine, arriving in Chennai. * FILE PHOTO 

Following the rape and
murder of two minor Dalit
girls in Uttar Pradesh’s Lak-
himpur Kheri, the National
Commission for Scheduled
Castes (NCSC) has issued a
notice to authorities in the
State and the district, seek-
ing an Action Taken Report
as soon as possible.

The commission on
Thursday took suo motu
cognisance of media re-
ports on the deaths, and
sent the notice to the Chief
Secretary of the U.P. go-
vernment, the State Direc-
tor-General of Police, the
District Magistrate of Lak-
himpur Kheri, and the lo-
cal police.

NCSC head Vijay Sampla
took to Twitter and called
the incident “very unfortu-
nate”, directing authorities
to submit their report to
the panel “immediately”.

In the notice, NCSC said
it had decided to indepen-
dently probe the incident.

SC panel
issues notice
to U.P. govt.
Staff Reporter

New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday called on
the automobile sector to
achieve self-sufficiency,
while also stressing on the
need to expedite innovations
for greener alternatives. 

The automobile industry,
on its part, has set a target of
becoming near 100% self-re-
liant in the entire manufac-
turing value chain by 2047,
while also becoming one of
the two largest producers in

every segment of automo-
biles in the world. The indus-
try, however, added that a
long-term regulatory road-
map is among the key ena-
blers that can be helpful in
better planning of invest-
ments, technologies and

product development.
“Our government has

adopted an enabling ap-
proach towards creating a
global manufacturing hub by
encouraging manufacturers
to ‘Make in India’. ‘Amrit
Kaal’ is an opportunity to
achieve self-sufficiency in ev-
ery sector and the automo-
bile sector is no exception,”
the Prime Minister said in his
message to the industry at
the 62nd Annual Convention
of the Society of Indian Auto-
mobile Manufacturers.

Need of the hour
Mr. Modi added that it is a
need of the hour that the au-
tomobile industry’s innova-

tion for greener alternatives
attains a new momentum, to
ensure the protection and
conservation of environ-
ment, as well as help in mak-
ing India self-reliant.

Speaking at the event,
SIAM President Kenichi Ayu-
kawa said that currently the
industry is going through a
unique phase. 

“Some segments have
started to see recovery after
the pandemic, while a few
are still struggling. For exam-
ple, mass segments like en-
try-level cars and two-wheel-
ers are facing huge reduction
in demand owing to signifi-
cant increase in the acquisi-
tion cost,” he said. 

PM bats for a ‘greener’ automobile sector
Modi urges the
industry to focus
on self-sufficiency

Narendra Modi 

Special correspondent

NEW DELHI

CBI takes over Sonali
Phogat death case 
NEW DELHI

The CBI has taken over the
probe into the death of BJP
leader and actor Sonali
Phogat under mysterious
circumstances in Goa last
month. The move came after
it was referred to the CBI
through the Home Ministry
on September 12. Goa Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant had
said that he would urge
Home Minister Amit Shah, to
transfer the case to the CBI.

IN BRIEF

Medical college in Gujarat
named after PM Modi
AHMEDABAD

The BJP-ruled Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation (AMC)
has decided to rename a
medical college being run by
the civic body after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. The
Medical Education Trust
(MET) runs the college in
Ahmedabad's Maninagar
area, which was PM Modi’s
Assembly constituency
during his tenure as the 
Chief Minister of Gujarat.
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Sweden’s incoming leader
got to work on Thursday on
the thorny task of building a
government supported for
the first time by the far-right,
a day after securing a slim
election victory.

Conservative Moderates
chief Ulf Kristersson was ex-
pected to be formally tasked
sometime next week with
forming a government after
Social Democratic Prime Mi-
nister Magdalena Andersson
on Thursday tendered her
resignation.

While the far-right Swe-
den Democrats became the
biggest party on the right
with 20% of votes, observers
said it was unlikely the anti-
immigration and nationalist
party would be given Cabi-
net seats due to divisions in
the right-wing bloc.

The small Liberal party
has said it would withdraw

its support for Mr. Kristers-
son — which would leave
him without a majority — if
he includes the far-right in
the government.

With 176 seats — 73 of
them going to the far-right
Sweden Democrats — the
four-party coalition will
have a slim majority over
Ms. Andersson’s left bloc,
which won 173.

Sweden Democrats leader
Jimmie Akesson said on elec-
tion night that obtaining Ca-
binet posts was the party’s

“goal”, but he has also made
it clear that he was ready to
present a long list of de-
mands in exchange for the
party’s informal support
outside government.

Speaker of Parliament An-
dreas Norlen said on Thurs-
day he would summon party
leaders for talks next week
before assigning Mr. Kris-
tersson the task of building a
government, opening a pe-
riod of formal negotiations.

But Mr. Kristersson, 58,
has already rolled up his
sleeves and held meetings
with the leaders of the Chris-
tian Democrats, Sweden De-
mocrats and Liberals.

“I now begin the work of
forming a new and strong
government,” Mr. Kristers-
son said on Wednesday
evening in a post on Face-
book after final vote count-
ing gave his side the win.

“Now we will restore or-
der in Sweden!”

Ulf Kristersson holds meetings with coalition partners

Agence France-Presse

Stockholm

Ulf Kristersson

Sweden’s right-wing in talks
to form govt. with far-right 

Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Chinese leader Xi
Jinping met for their first
face-to-face talks since the
start of the conflict in Uk-
raine on Thursday, hailing
their strategic ties in de-
fiance of the West.

The two leaders met at a
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) summit in
the Uzbek city of Samar-
kand, a stop on the ancient
Silk Road.

The meeting was part of
Mr. Xi’s first trip abroad
since the early days of the
pandemic and for Mr. Putin a
chance to show Russia has
not been fully isolated des-
pite Western efforts.

“China is willing to make
efforts with Russia to assume
the role of great powers, and
play a guiding role to inject
stability and positive energy
into a world rocked by social
turmoil,” Mr. Xi told Mr. Pu-
tin. Mr. Putin took a clear
broadside at the U.S., which

has been leading efforts to
support Ukraine and impose
sanctions on Russia.

Putin thanks Xi

“Attempts to create a unipo-
lar world have recently ac-
quired an absolutely ugly
form and are completely un-
acceptable,” Mr. Putin said.

“We highly appreciate the
balanced position of our Chi-
nese friends in connection

with the Ukrainian crisis,”
Mr. Putin told Mr. Xi, while
reiterating Moscow’s backing
for China on Taiwan.

“We adhere to the princi-
ple of one China. We con-
demn the provocation of the
U.S. and their satellites in the
Taiwan Strait,” the Russian
President said, after a U.S.
Senate committee on Wed-
nesday took the first step to-
wards Washington directly

providing billions of dollars
in military aid to Taiwan.

It was the first in-person
meeting between the two
leaders since Mr. Putin saw
Mr. Xi in early February for
the Winter Olympic Games,
days before the Russian lead-
er launched the military of-
fensive in Ukraine.

‘Alternative’ to West

The Kremlin has touted the
SCO summit in the ancient
Silk Road city of Samarkand
as showing there is an “alter-
native” to Western dominat-
ed international institutions.

The SCO — made up of
China, India, Pakistan, Rus-
sia and the ex-Soviet Central
Asian nations of Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan — was set up in
2001 as a political, economic
and security organisation to
rival Western institutions.

The leaders of those coun-
tries were to attend, as well
as Iranian President Ebra-
him Raisi and Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Mr. Putin met with the
leaders of Kyrgyzstan and
Turkmenistan earlier on
Thursday, as well as with Mr.
Raisi and Pakistani Prime Mi-
nister Shehbaz Sharif. 

With both Mr. Raisi and
Mr. Sharif, he said ties were
“developing positively”,
while the Iranian leader told
Mr. Putin that U.S.-backed
sanctions on both countries
would only make their rela-
tionship “stronger”.

“The Americans think
whichever country they im-
pose sanctions on, it will be
stopped, their perception is
a wrong one,” Mr. Raisi said.

For Mr. Putin the summit
comes at an important time,
as his forces face major bat-
tlefield setbacks in Ukraine
and amid a continued West-
ern push to make Russia an
international pariah.

For Mr. Xi, it is an oppor-
tunity to shore up his cre-
dentials as a global states-
man ahead of a pivotal
congress of the ruling Com-
munist Party in October.

Putin, Xi hail ‘great power’ ties at SCO talks
Russian leader condemns ‘U.S. provocation on Taiwan’; China seeks to ‘inject stability’ into the world 

Agence France-Presse

Samarkand

Enhanced role: Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, and Russian
President Vladimir Putin in Samarkand on Thursday. * AP

Two buses of migrants from
the U.S.-Mexico border were
dropped off near Vice-Presi-
dent Kamala Harris’ home
in residential Washington
on Thursday morning in the
bitter political battle over
the Biden administration’s
immigration policies. 

Texas Governor Greg Ab-
bott has been busing mi-
grants out of Texas to cities
with Democratic Mayors as
part of a political strategy
this year because he claims
there are too many arrivals
over the border to his state.
Arizona Governor Doug Du-
cey also has adopted this

policy, and Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis also got in on the
act recently. It was first
dreamed up by former Pre-
sident Donald Trump.

Mr. Abbott tweeted that
he’d sent the buses that ar-
rived on Thursday: “We’re
sending migrants to her
backyard to call on the Bi-
den Administration to do its
job & secure the border.”

About two dozen men
and women stood outside
the U.S. Naval Observatory
at dawn, clutching plastic
bags carrying their belong-
ings, before moving to a
nearby church. Ms. Harris’
office had no immediate
comment. 

Migrants dropped off
near Harris’ residence 
Associated Press

Washington

Azerbaijan said on Thursday
that 71 of its troops had died
in border clashes with Arme-
nia over the last two days in
the worst fighting since
2020.

Yerevan said a ceasefire
was holding on the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani border,
with no fresh violence re-
ported overnight.

The earlier death toll gi-
ven by Azerbaijan was 50. 

Azerbaijan’s Defence Mi-
nistry published a list of 71

servicemen killed in clashes
between the historic rivals
since Tuesday while Yerevan
said 105 of its troops were
killed.

The clashes ended
“thanks to the international
involvement” overnight on
Thursday, Armenia’s securi-
ty council said, after earlier
failed attempts from Russia
to broker a truce.

The European Union wel-
comed the ceasefire, which
it said was “being respected
so far.”

“The EU remains strongly

involved in the normalisa-
tion process between Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan,” Peter
Stano, the bloc’s spokesman
for foreign affairs and secur-
ity policy, said in a
statement.

EU Special Representa-
tive, Toivo Klaar, was hold-
ing consultations in Baku on
Wednesday and in Yerevan
on Thursday, he said.

Baku and Yerevan have
traded accusations of initiat-
ing the violence, which saw
hundreds of Armenian civi-
lians flee their homes.

Armenia-Azerbaijan border
clashes toll rises to over 170 
Truce holding, no fresh violence reported overnight: Yerevan

Agence France-Presse

Yerevan

Hungary is no longer a “full
democracy” and the EU
needs to do everything to
bring it back into line with
European values, the Euro-
pean Parliament said on
Thursday.

MEPs voted 433 in favour,
123 against, to now describe
Hungary — ruled by populist
Prime Minister Viktor Or-
ban, who maintains close
ties to Russian President
Vladimir Putin — “a hybrid
regime of electoral autocra-
cy” in “serious breach” of
EU democratic norms.

The vote was largely sym-
bolic and does not change

the course of the Union’s de-
cision making, which re-
quires unanimity of all 27
member states — including
Hungary — to adopt major
issues, such as sanctions on
Russia.

With their vote, the EU
lawmakers roundly adopted
a parliamentary resolution
that said Hungary has been
backsliding on democratic
and fundamental rights
since 2018 through the “de-
liberate and systematic ef-
forts of the Hungarian
government”.

The report said lack of ac-
tion by EU institutions had
exacerbated the
degradation.

Hungary no longer a full
democracy: EU resolution
Agence France-Presse

Brussels

Major U.S. railroads and
unions secured a tentative
deal after intense talks bro-
kered by the Biden admi-
nistration to avert a rail
shutdown that could have
hit food and fuel supplies
across the country. Presi-
dent Joe Biden announced
the deal on Thursday, call-
ing it “a win for tens of
thousands of rail workers.”

A rail shutdown could
freeze almost 30% of U.S.
cargo shipments by
weight, stoke inflation, cost
the U.S. economy as much
as $2 billion per day.

U.S. rail strike
averted with
‘tentative’ deal 
Reuters

Washington
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PRICE CHANGE

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 968.55. . . . . . . 20.70

Apollo Hosp. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 4341.85. . . . . . -85.75

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3395.40. . . . . . -43.55

Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 790.00. . . . . . -13.05

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3768.00. . . . . . -82.25

Bajaj Finserv. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1772.20. . . . . . -33.15

Bajaj Finance. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7386.30. . . . . . -97.15

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 785.10. . . . . . . . . 1.75

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 331.40. . . . . . . . -4.75

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3721.55. . . . . . -25.45

Cipla. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1033.30. . . . . . -26.65

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 234.25. . . . . . . . . 2.30

Divis Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3605.45. . . . . . -63.10

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 4169.00. . . . . . -45.15

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. . . . 3622.25. . . . . . . 80.45

Grasim Ind. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1808.30. . . . . . . 25.50

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 919.90. . . . . . -12.10

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2459.40. . . . . . . . . 6.05

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1520.70. . . . . . . . -7.95

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 566.75. . . . . . . . -9.60

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 2790.30. . . . . . -61.20

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 424.40. . . . . . -17.60

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2560.40. . . . . . -11.00

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 917.60. . . . . . . . -0.50

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1195.85. . . . . . -19.90

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1432.80. . . . . . -42.60

ITC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 334.10. . . . . . . . -1.25

JSW Steel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 689.65. . . . . . . . -3.20

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1934.15. . . . . . -20.55

L&T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1957.50. . . . . . . . . 3.60

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1297.05. . . . . . . . -1.00

Maruti Suzuki. . . . . . . . .. . . . 9209.75. . . . . 242.55

Nestle India Ltd. . . . .. 19009.00. . . . . . -99.75

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 175.10. . . . . . . . . 2.75

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 132.60. . . . . . . . -0.60

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 237.60. . . . . . . . . 5.05

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2562.70. . . . . . -25.65

SBI Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1295.00. . . . . . . . -8.30

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 572.15. . . . . . . . . 0.40

Shree Cement . . . . . . . .. 23912.60. . . -218.75

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 874.30. . . . . . . . -9.45

Tata Consumer

Products Ltd. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 837.40. . . . . . . . -2.85

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 447.25. . . . . . . . -2.95

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 107.00. . . . . . . . -2.15

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 3104.35. . . . . . -16.05

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . 1083.00. . . . . . -31.70

Titan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 2656.15. . . . . . -44.45

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 6790.05. . . . . . -85.70

UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 742.60. . . . . . . . -5.70

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 415.05. . . . . . . . -1.25

EXCHANGE RATES
Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on September 15

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 79.50. . . . . . . 79.82

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 79.27. . . . . . . 79.59

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 91.37. . . . . . . 91.75

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 55.39. . . . . . . 55.61

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 11.36. . . . . . . 11.41

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 83.08. . . . . . . 83.42

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 56.44. . . . . . . 56.68

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 60.29. . . . . . . 60.53

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 17.53. . . . . . . 17.61

Australian Dollar . . . . . . .. . 53.45. . . . . . . 53.72

Source:Indian Bank

market watch

15-09-2022 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 59,934 ddddddddddddd-0.68 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 79.71 ddddddddddddd-0.23

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 50,290 ddddddddddddd-0.64

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 91.18 ddddddddddddd-4.01
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Veranda to raise ₹300 cr. 
CHENNAI

Veranda Learning Solutions
Ltd., which is close to making
a couple of acquisitions, has
sought shareholders’ nod to
raise ₹300 crore.

Fitch Ratings on Thursday
cut its forecast for India’s
economic growth in 2022-23
to 7%, from 7.8% projected
earlier, citing the global
slowdown, high inflation
and the RBI’s monetary ac-
tions to tame it as reasons. It
also pared its 2023-24 out-
look to 6.7%, from 7.4%.

Fitch also slashed its 2022
global growth forecast to
2.4%, from 2.9%, in view of
the European gas crisis, high
inflation and a sharp acceler-
ation in the pace of global
monetary policy tightening
that was taking a heavy toll
on economic prospects.

“The eurozone and U.K.

are now expected to enter re-
cession later this year and
Fitch forecasts that the U.S.
will suffer a mild recession in
mid-2023,” the ratings firm
said in its latest global eco-
nomic outlook.

While India’s economy re-
gistered 13.5% growth in the
April to June quarter, the rat-
ings agency said this was be-
low its expectation of an
18.5% surge. “Seasonally ad-
justed estimates show a 3.3%

quarter-on-quarter decline
though this seems to be at
odds with high-frequency in-
dicators,” it noted, citing im-
provements in PMI readings
and industrial growth data
through the quarter.

“Manufacturing PMI... al-
so recovered strongly in July
and remained upbeat in Au-
gust, with the RBI saying that
“domestic activity remains
resilient.” Nevertheless, we
expect the economy to slow
given the global economic
backdrop, elevated inflation
and tighter monetary poli-
cy,” the ratings agency said.

Fitch expects the RBI to
further tighten the policy
rate to 5.9%, from 5.4% cur-
rently, by the end of the year. 

Fitch cuts FY23 India growth
outlook to 7% on high inflation
Ratings firm flags global slowdown, expects RBI to continue with rate increases 

Special Correspondent

New Delhi 

Mixed picture: While manufacturing PMI remained upbeat,
inflation and the policy response may slow growth. * AFP 

Reliance Retail Ltd. is set to
seek shareholders’ appro-
val for doubling its borrow-
ing limit to ₹1 lakh crore.

The proposal will be put
up during the firm’s An-
nual General Meeting
(AGM) on September 30.

In September last, sha-
reholders had approved
borrowings not exceeding
₹50,000 crore. At its meet-
ing on May 5 this year, the
company’s board had pro-
posed to increase the bor-
rowing limit to “a sum not
exceeding ₹1,00,000
crore”. As on March 31, Re-
liance Retail’s gross debt
was at ₹40,756.44 crore.

At parent RIL’s AGM last
month, it was announced
that Reliance Retail would
enter the FMCG segment.

Reliance Retail
eyes debt limit
of ₹1 lakh cr.
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Tata Motors expects 20%
of its total passenger vehi-
cle (PV) sales in the domes-
tic market to come from
electric vehicles (EVs) in
the next three years, a se-
nior company official said.

The firm, which has
electric models such as
Nexon EV and Tigor EV, ex-
pects to touch the 50,000-
units mark in total EV sales
this year.

“Right now, it (EV ex-
pansion) is between 8-
8.5%,” Tata Motors Passen-
ger Vehicles and Tata Pas-
senger Electric Mobility
MD Shailesh Chandra s told
reporters during an event.

On how the firm sees EV
expansion in three years,
he said, “I see it gravitating
towards 20%.” 

Tata Motors
sees 20% of PV
sales from EVs
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi

International passenger
traffic for Indian airlines
may have declined since
June with the end of the
peak travel season, but
continues to be robust
compared with the levels
witnessed in the same
month pre-COVID, accord-
ing to rating agency ICRA.

In August, airlines fer-
ried 26.1 lakh or 32% more
passengers than the 19.8
lakh recorded in August
2019, ICRA said.

In July, this figure was 23
lakh international passen-
gers which was 25% more
than July 2019. June record-
ed the highest number of
international passengers
this year at 44 lakh, which
was 79% of pre-COVID le-
vels, according to ICRA.

‘International
air-passenger
traffic steady’
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Air India (AI) on Thursday
unveiled its future roadmap
as part of which it plans to
raise its domestic market
share to 30% in the next five
years and grow business on
international routes.

Tata-owned AI would al-
so strive for ‘excellence’ and
‘scale’ to reclaim its status as
a global industry leader.

The airline’s transforma-
tion plan named Vihaan.AI,
which in Sanskrit signifies
the dawn of a new era, iden-
tifies objectives for the car-
rier over the next five years.

The strategy has been an-
nounced almost nine
months after Tata Sons
bought AI from the govern-
ment, and three months af-
ter new CEO Campbell Wil-

son joined the airline.
“Over the next five years,

Air India will strive to in-
crease its market share to at
least 30% in the domestic
market while significantly
growing the international
routes from the present
market share,” AI said in a
statement. 

“The plan is aimed at put-
ting Air India on a path to
sustained growth, profitabil-
ity and market leadership,”
the airline added.

AI aims to raise market
share to 30% in 5 years 
Unveils transformation plan Vihaan.AI 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI 

Shares of Tamilnad Mercan-
tile Bank (TMB) recovered
their poise after making a
weak debut on Thursday to
close trading at ₹508.45 and
₹509.65 on the BSE and
NSE, respectively.

TMB shares opened at a
3% discount on the NSE, at
₹495, against the issue price
of ₹510. Intraday, the shares
hit highs of ₹519 on the BSE
and ₹515 on the NSE. 

The lender, which had
tapped the capital market
during the second week of
September at a price band
of ₹500-525, eventually
raised ₹808 crore.

“My preliminary view is
that it is a good [price], gi-
ven the market condition of
the day,” said MD & CEO S.

Krishnan. “Basically, it all
depends on the demand
and supply, I expect a furth-
er pickup in the days to
come,” he added.

Later, talking to journal-
ists, Mr. Krishnan said that
his immediate goal was to
make TMB a strong mid-size
bank in the industry by of-
fering the best of services to
customers through phygital
(physical and digital) mode,
with a focus on retail, agri-
culture and MSME (RAM)
sectors, and by expanding
the lender’s footprint based
on the potential.

Tamilnad Mercantile Bank
recovers after weak debut
Ends at ₹509.65 on NSE vs ₹495 open
Special Correspondent

CHENNAI <> My view is that it is
a good [price]
given the market
condition 

S. Krishnan, 
MD & CEO, Tamilnad Mercantile Bank

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman stressed the
need for the government
and regulators to monitor fi-
nancial sector risks and mar-
ket developments on a con-
tinuous basis and take
timely actions to mitigate
vulnerabilities at a meeting
of the Financial Stability and
Development Council
(FSDC) on Thursday.

Among the systemic is-
sues deliberated upon by the
council, chaired by Ms. Sith-
araman, were early warning
indicators for the economy
and the administration’s
preparedness to deal with
them. The council, which in-
cludes all financial sector

regulators and top officials
of the Finance Ministry, met
in Mumbai.

“The council also took
note of the preparation in
respect of financial sector is-
sues to be taken up during
India’s G20 Presidency in
2023,” the Finance Ministry

said in a statement.
Improving the efficiency

of the existing financial and
credit information systems,
issues of governance and
management in Systemically
Important Financial Institu-
tions including Financial
Market Infrastructures, and
the strengthening of the cy-
bersecurity framework in
the financial sector were al-
so discussed.

“A common KYC for all fi-
nancial services, update and
next steps on account aggre-
gators, issues relating to
power sector financing were
also discussed along with
the need for utilisation of the
services of registered va-
luers by all government de-
partments,” it added.

Monitor financial sector risks
for timely action, urges FM
FSDC reviews early warning signals, Centre’s preparedness

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Nirmala Sitharaman

Vinesh Phogat has firmly es-
tablished herself in the pan-
theon of great Indian wres-
tlers by achieving another
first.

After securing her maiden
World championships me-
dal, a bronze, in Nur-Sultan
in 2019, Vinesh claimed
another bronze medal in
53kg in Belgrade on Wednes-
day and became the first In-
dian woman wrestler to win
two medals at the elite
event.

While Vinesh beat World
and Olympic medallist Sofia
Mattsson when she won her
first Worlds medal, she dis-
played exemplary grit to
thwart a strong challenge
from another Swedish young

European champion Jonna
Malmgren in the bronze me-
dal match, with Sofia this
time looking on as coach.

Vinesh’s Belgrade show
was a story of extraordinary
comeback in itself. 

She lost to Mongolian
Khulan Batkhuyag in the first
round, but grabbed a second
chance. Her vast experience

came in handy as she execut-
ed her counter-attacks to
perfection to beat the tough
Malmgren with an 8-0
verdict.

Vinesh — who had a for-
gettable outing on her se-
cond Olympics appearance
in Tokyo — overcame a spell
of depression, several health
issues and a ban (on disci-
plinary grounds) to fight
back like a true champion. 

She won her third consec-
utive Commonwealth
Games title and second
Worlds medal within a year.

Whether Vinesh com-
petes in the National Games
or not, the 28-year-old, an
Asian Games gold medallist,
will take heart from her two
big medals this year to
launch her preparations for
the Asiad next year and the
Olympics in 2024.

A rare achievement by Vinesh 
WRESTLING

Y.B. Sarangi

Kolkata

Vinesh.
* TWITTER#WRESTLEBELGRADE

Two-time Grand Slam finalist
Casper Ruud has the
“dream” to see Norway com-
pete in the “top division” of
Davis Cup, and assured that
he would try his best along
with the team to make the
dream come true, “at least
once in our career”.

Addressing the media af-
ter his name was drawn by
Anil Khanna, member of the
Board of Directors of the ITF,
to play the Indian No. 2 Praj-
nesh Gunneswaran in the
opening rubber on Friday,
Ruud said that despite the
busy schedule he was keen
to support the team.

“Davis Cup has a lot of his-
tory. The home tie makes it
easier for me to play. I will
try to continue to play in fu-
ture,” said Ruud, fresh from
the US Open final.

Eventful summer
“I am not tired yet. It has
been an eventful summer.
The sight of fresh mountains
gives me a lot of energy. Am
ready for this weekend,” Ru-
ud announced.

Looking at the different
playing conditions at the Ha-
kons Hall indoor arena in Lil-
lehammer, Ruud said that
the hard court, built on top
of wooden flooring, was
playing “medium-fast”, as it
had fresh paint, but he “felt
comfortable”.

India captain Rohit Rajpal

said that he would have pre-
ferred Ramkumar Rama-
nathan playing the first rub-
ber, but added that it was
fine.

While India will field Yuki

Bhambri and Saketh Myneni
for the doubles rubber, the
Norwegians will field their
two main players, world No.
2 Ruud and the 325th-ranked
Viktor Durasovic.

India kept Sumit Nagal in
the team and put Sasikumar
Mukund as the reserve, from
the six-member squad.

The first of the two singles
matches will start at 9.30
p.m. IST on Friday. 

The second day’s play,
with doubles as the first
match, will open at 5.30 p.m.
IST on Saturday. 

The nominations can be
changed if the teams so de-
sire after the first day’s play.

Friday’s action

On the opening day, Casp-
er Ruud will take on Praj-
nesh Gunneswaran in the
first singles, followed by Vik-
tor Durasovic versus Ramku-
mar Ramanathan in the se-
cond.

Ruud keen to put Norway ahead against India
I am not tired yet and ready for this weekend, says the two-time Grand Slam finalist 

DAVIS CUP
Kamesh Srinivasan

NEW DELHI

Raring to go: Ruud, right, and his teammates address the
media. * OLYMPIAPARKEN V/ALEXANDER HENNINGSEN

Defending champion India
produced a clinical perfor-
mance to retain its SAFF un-
der-17 championship crown,
crushing 10-man Nepal 4-0
in the final in Colombo on
Wednesday.

Boby Singh, Korou Singh,
captain Vanlalpeka Guite,
and Aman were the scorers.

In the group league, Nepal
had beaten India 3-1.

In the final, India took
complete charge of proceed-
ings right from the word go. 

India went into the lead in
the 18th minute through Bo-
by, who headed in after a
good piece of play between
Ricky Meetei and Guite.

Guite was in the thick of
things again 12 minutes later,
getting another assist to his
name, as he played a
through to Korou Singh, who

just had to round the ’keeper
and slot home.

Nepal was roused into ac-
tion by the second goal, but
the Indian midfield was able
to frustrate all efforts. 

The frustration came to
the surface in the 39th mi-
nute, when Nepal captain
Prashant Laksam elbowed
Danny Laishram in the back
and was red-carded.

With the advantage, India
saw out the rest of the first
half. 

Guite netted a goal of his
own in the 63rd minute,
when his cross from the left
swerved into the top corner,
handing India a 3-0 lead.

Nepal’s second-half sub-
stitute Dhan Singh did create
a couple of chances for his
side in the closing minutes,

but the one-man advantage
meant that India was able to
hold its own.

At the other end, second-
half substitute Aman netted
India’s fourth goal, after he
was set through behind the
Nepal defence.

India skipper Guite was
named Player-of-the-Tourna-
ment, while goalkeeper Sahil
was chosen best goalkeeper.

India thumps Nepal, emerges champion
SAFF U-17

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

Sweet victory: India avenged a group-stage defeat in style, drubbing Nepal in the summit
clash. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Raunak Sadhwani and Ni-
hal Sarin entered the se-
cond round but Viswanath-
an Anand lost his way
against Russian Pavel Ponk-
ratov in the Chess.com Glo-
bal championship online
rapid chess.

Following Nihal's victory
over Rauf Mamedov (Azer-
baijan) in the Armageddon
game for a 3-2 verdict on
Wednesday, Raunak oust-
ed the 2005 World cham-
pion Veselin Topalov 2.5-
0.5 on Thursday.

After making amends
for losing the second game
by taking the fourth,
Anand cracked in the tie-
deciding Armageddon
game. His bid to play with
seven minutes on the
clock, against Ponkratov’s
15, backfired. Ponkratov’s
savage attack on the cas-
tled black king ended the
game in 36 moves.

Anand loses

Rakesh Rao

NEW DELHI

Bengaluru FC made it to the
final of the 131st Durand Cup
as it got the better of the ISL
champion Hyderabad FC by
a solitary goal in the second
semifinal at the Salt Lake Sta-
dium here on Thursday. The
match-winner came through
an own-goal from Hydera-
bad’s Spanish defender Odei
Zabala who miscued a clea-
rance into his own net.

Bengaluru will meet Mum-
bai City FC in the title clash
on Sunday.

The goal came at the half-
hour mark when a move by
Jayesh Rane and Prabir Das
saw the latter send a sharp
cross to the onrushing Roy
Krishna. The Fijian forward
failed to connect, but the ball
touched the outstretched
legs of Odei to roll in.

Hyderabad enjoyed more

ball possession and also
created more opportunities,
but its attackers failed to get
past Gurpreet Singh Sandhu
in the Bengaluru goal. Gur-
preet made at least four
saves to thwart Hyderabad. 

Huderabad had its best
chance in the eighth minute
when a mispass from Sunil
Chhetri saw winger Halicha-
ran Narzary release Bartho-
lomew Ogbece unmarked in-

side the Bengaluru box. The
Nigerian’s attempt was, ho-
wever, parried by Sandhu.

Bengaluru did well to pre-
serve its one-goal lead for the
rest of the contest, its defen-
ders staying solid and mak-
ing the most of the Hydera-
bad strikers’ tentative
approach inside the box.

The result (semifinal): Ben-
galuru FC 1 (Odei Zabala 30-
og) bt Hyderabad FC 0.

Bengaluru sneaks past Hyderabad
DURAND CUP

Amitabha Das Sharma

KOLKATA

Rock solid: Gurpreet came up with a series of saves to 
deny Hyderabad. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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Roger Federer, regarded by
many as the greatest male
player to wield a tennis rac-
quet and who took the sport
to new levels during a career
spanning more than two de-
cades, has announced he
will retire after next week’s
Laver Cup in London.

The 41-year-old, who won
20 Grand Slam singles titles
and re-defined a sport with
his artistry and grace, broke
the news tennis fans across
the world have feared in a
lengthy statement on
Thursday.

A knee injury meant he
has not played a match since
losing at last year’s Wimble-
don although many still be-
lieved he could come back
for one last golden farewell.
But he said his age had final-
ly caught up with him.

“As many of you know, the
past three years have pre-
sented me with challenges in
the form of injuries and sur-
geries,” Federer said in an
emotional statement posted
on Instagram.

“I’ve worked hard to re-
turn to full competitive form.
But I also know my body’s
capacities and limits, and its
message to me lately has
been clear. I am 41 years
old.”

Generous treatment

“I have played more than
1,500 matches over 24 years.
Tennis has treated me more
generously than I ever would
have dreamt, and now I must
recognise when it’s time to
end my competitive career.
The Laver Cup next week in
London will be my final ATP
event. I will play more tennis
in the future, of course, but
just not in Grand Slams or on
the tour.”

Federer, who dominated
men’s tennis for several
years after winning his first
Grand Slam title at Wimble-
don in 2003, has been trou-
bled by injuries in recent
years. 

He has undergone three
knee operations in the last

two years and his last com-
petitive match was a quarter-
final defeat against Poland’s
Hubert Hurkacz at the 2021
Wimbledon.

Federer had offered some
hope to his legions of fans
when he said he planned to
return to the tour after team-
ing up with long-time rival
and friend Rafael Nadal to
play doubles at the Laver
Cup in London next week.

He had also planned to
play at the Swiss indoors

tournament at home in Ba-
sel. “This is a bittersweet de-
cision, because I will miss
everything the tour has given
me,” Federer, who has two
sets of twins with wife Mirka,
added.

“But at the same time,
there is so much to cele-
brate. I consider myself one
of the most fortunate people
on Earth. I was given a spe-
cial talent to play tennis, and
I did it at a level that I never
imagined.”

Federer calls time on a magical career
The Swiss maestro, beset with injuries of late, to retire after the Laver Cup next week

Reuters

LONDON

Tatjana Maria’s ingenuity
ran dry as she was ousted
3-6, 6-2, 7-6(6) by Argentina’s
Nadia Podoroska in WTA
Chennai Open round-of-16
match at the SDAT Tennis
Stadium here on Thursday.

In a compelling, but not
so thrilling, contest that ran
for 2 hours and 46 minutes,
Podoroska found herself
down 1-5 in the deciding set
tie-break before clawing her
way back to win seven of the
next eight points and defeat
the tournament’s fourth
seeded German.

During the on-court inter-
view, former India player
and Davis Cup captain
Anand Amritraj described
the contest as “one of the
best he had ever watched.”
Coming from him, it was
high praise.

In the first set, though,
there was no inkling of the
result. Maria employed
more than just her slice-hea-
vy game; there were
whipped forehands, slapped
returns and drives from both
wings as she took the set 6-3.

In the second, Podoroska,
the 2020 French Open semi-
finalist, finally found the ten-
nis to match Maria’s. She al-
so had 10 years on her
35-year-old opponent, and it
showed during long-drawn

rallies. Podoroska moved
Maria end-to-end and used
the drop shot to great effect
as she took the set 6-2.

In the third, Maria lifted
her level a notch but Podo-
roska didn’t take much time
to respond. Maria had four
break-point opportunities –
one each in games five and
nine and two in game 11 – but
the Argentine saved them
all. She had one of her own
in the sixth game, but Maria
erased it with a fine service
winner.

But once in the tie-break,

both players seemed like
nervous wrecks. 

If Maria blew a 5-1 lead,
Podoroska double-faulted
on her first match point at
6-5. But the latter gathered
herself just in time and
showed enough staying pow-
er to finish on the right side
of a lengthy rally to clinch
the tie and book a meeting
with Eugenie Bouchard.

Other results (round-of-16):
Singles: Katie Swan (Gbr) bt
Anastasia Gasanova 7-6(5),
6-2; Magda Linette (Pol) bt Ok-
sana Selekhmeteva 6-2, 6-0.

Down 1-5 in the third set tie-break, the Argentine claws back

N. Sudarshan

CHENNAI

Slugging it out: Despite losing the first set, Podoroska kept
herself in the frame. * R. RAVINDRAN

Podoroska pips Maria in thriller

CHENNAI OPEN

Karman Kaur Thandi and
Rutuja Bhosale lost 0-6, 3-6
to the top-seeded Canadian-
Brazilian pair of Gabriela Da-
browski and Luisa Stefani in
the women's doubles quar-
terfinal of the Chennai Open
on Thursday.

With Karman and Rutuja’s
defeat, India’s challenge at
the WTA 250 event came to
an end.

Dabrowski and Stefani,
the 2021 US Open semifinal-

ists, started aggressively and
clinched the opening set in
16 minutes. The Indian duo,
which had received a last-
minute entry in the draw as
alternates, failed to match
the quality of their oppo-
nents' net play and could on-
ly win seven out of 31 points
in the first set.

Indians finally won their
first game of the tie in the se-
cond set as Thandi held her
serve to make it 1-1. As the
home crowd cheered the
two, they managed to break

Dabrowski and took a 2-1
lead.

However, the top seeds
targetted Bhosale and broke
her twice in the next five
games to turn the scoreline
to 5-3 in their favour.

Playing her first tourna-
ment in more than a year af-
ter suffering a knee injury
during the 2021 US semifi-
nals with Dabrowski, Stefani
served for the match suc-
cessfully as Bhosale hit a
cross court forehand wide at
15-40.

Karman-Rutuja duo bows out
Nihit Sachdeva

Chennai

Ruturaj Gaikwad (108, 127b,
12x4, 2x6) held firm even as
India-A turned in a disap-
pointing show on the first
day of its third ‘Test’ against
New Zealand-A on Thursday.

On an M. Chinnaswamy
Stadium pitch which held no
demons, India-A was dismis-
sed for 293.

Gaikwad, who had low
scores of 21 and 5 in this se-
ries, turned the corner with
a classy knock. He picked the
lengths early, and played all
the shots in the book to re-
cord his fifth First Class cen-
tury. He found able support
in Upendra Yadav, who
made a 134-ball 76.

Gaikwad and Upendra put
on 134 runs for the fifth wick-
et. When the duo launched
the big hits, it forced the
New Zealanders to scurry in-
to the empty stands to re-

trieve the ball.
Gaikwad could have piled

on the runs, if not for a lazy
waft at a wide delivery from
off-spinner Joe Walker. Walk-
er sent Upendra back as
well, caught at deep mid-
wicket. Walker, who at times
delivered pedestrian long
hops and full tosses, was
thrilled to claim two key
wickets.

Gaikwad, who has made
his name as a white-ball bat-

ter, spoke about adapting to
the long format. 

“I feel I was a little rushed
in the first two matches, as I
was playing red-ball cricket
after a long time. Mentally
and technically, I was not up
to the mark in the first two
matches. The mindset in this
match was to stay at the
wicket. I knew their spinners
are not up to the mark, in
comparison to ours, so the
runs would flow,” Gaikwad

said. Loose strokes cost Rajat
Patidar (30) and Abhimanyu
Easwaran (38) their wickets.
Sarfaraz Khan fell for a duck,
fending awkwardly at a ris-
ing delivery from pacer Mat-
thew Fisher.
The scores:
India-A — 1st innings: Priyank
Panchal c Cleaver b Fisher 5,
Abhimanyu Easwaran c Fisher b
Solia 38, Ruturaj Gaikwad c
Cleaver b Walker 108, Rajat Pa-
tidar c Cleaver b Fisher 30, Sar-
faraz Khan c Cleaver b Fisher 0,
Upendra Yadav c O’Donnell b
Walker 76, Shardul Thakur c
Walker b Ravindra 7, Rahul Cha-
har c O’Donnell b Duffy 13, Sau-
rabh Kumar c O’Donnell b Duffy
9, Umran Malik c Ravindra b
Fisher 3, Mukesh Kumar (bat-
ting) 0; Extras (b-1, w-2, nb-1):
4; Total (in 86.4 overs): 293.
Fall of wickets: 1-40, 2-66, 3-
111, 4-111, 5-245, 6-262, 7-268,
8-278, 9-289.
NZ-A bowling: Duffy 20.4-3-
56-2, Solia 16-6-47-1, Fisher
14-1-52-4, Ravindra 23-4-68-1,
Walker 11-0-65-2, O’Donnell 2-
0-4-0.

Gaikwad’s century saves the day for India-A
Save Upendra, the other Indian batters fail to deliver 

Ashwin Achal

Bengaluru

NZ-A IN INDIA

Turning things around: After a couple of low scores, Gaikwad
came good with a classy knock. * K. MURALI KUMAR

It was a Erling Haaland show
in the Champions League
even on a night when Paris
Saint-Germain superstars
Lionel Messi, Kylian Mbappé
and Neymar all scored in a
comeback win.

Manchester City also
trailed, deep into the game,
at home against Haaland's
former club Borussia Dort-
mund on Wednesday in a
fascinating quick reunion for
the prolific Norway prodigy.

The stage was set for Haa-
land to seal a 2-1 win after
teammate John Stones le-
velled the game scoring with
a stunning shot in the 80th
minute.

Haaland rose to his chal-
lenge in the 84th when he
met a high cross with a twist-
ing leap and acrobatic volley
to send goalward a ball that
seemed to have passed him.

Messi had tied the game
for PSG before halftime at

Maccabi Haifa but it took un-
til the 69th for Mbappé to
seize the lead and Neymar
sealed a 3-1 win in the 88th.
The results: 

Group A: Rangers 0 lost to Na-
poli 3 (Politano 68-pen, Raspa-
dori 85, Ndombele 90+1).

Group E: AC Milan 3 (Giroud
45-pen, Saelemaekers 47, Po-

bega 77) bt Dinamo Zagreb 1
(Orsic 56); Chelsea 1 (Sterling
48) drew with Red Bull Salz-
burg 1 (Okafor 75).

Group F: Shakhtar Donetsk 1
(Mudryk 29) drew with Celtic 1
(Bondarenko 10-og); 

Real Madrid 2 (Valverde 80,
Asensio 90+1) bt RB Leipzig 0.

Group G: FC Copenhagen 0

drew with Sevilla 0; 

Manchester City 2 (Stones
80, Haaland 84) bt Borussia
Dortmund 1 (Bellingham 56).

Group H: Maccabi Haifa 1 (Che-
ry 24) lost to PSG 3 (Messi 37,
Mbappe 69, Neymar 88); 

Juventus 1 (Milik 4) lost to
Benfica 2 (Joao Mario 43-pen,
Neres 55).

Messi, Mbappe and Neymar score in PSG’s comeback win over Haifa

Associated Press

Geneva

Flying kick: Haaland rose to the challenge with an acrobatic volley. * REUTERS

Haaland soars for City in Champions League

Former Pakistan umpire
Asad Rauf has died aged 66
following a cardiac arrest in
Lahore on Wednesday.

Rauf made his first appea-
rance as an umpire in inter-
national cricket in 2000. He
officiated in 64 Tests (49 on-
field and 15 TV), 139 ODIs
and 28 T20Is and was one of
Pakistan’s leading umpires
in the mid-2000s.

“Saddened to hear about
passing of Asad Rauf. Not
only was he a good umpire
but also had a wicked sense
of humour. He always put a
smile on my face and will
continue to do so whenever
I think about him. Many
sympathies with his family

for their loss,” Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) presi-
dent Ramiz Raja tweeted.

Rauf, who had played 71
First Class matches for Na-
tional Bank and Railways be-
fore taking up umpiring,
was appointed in the ICC
elite panel in April 2006.

Former Pakistan umpire
Rauf passes away
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Asad Rauf. * FILE PHOTO

Rachael Haynes, a core
member of the Australia
team that has dominated
women’s cricket for a gen-
eration, called time on her
13-year international ca-
reer on Thursday.

The 35-year-old top-or-
der batter also retired from
State cricket but said she
would play one more sea-
son for Sydney Thunder in
the Women’s Big Bash
League.

The left-hander has
scored 3,818 runs in more
than 150 internationals ov-
er all three formats since
her debut in 2009 and won
six global titles with
Australia.

Haynes hangs
up her boots 
Reuters

Sydney

Commonwealth Games
champion Naveen Ma-

lik remained in the race for
a bronze in men’s freestyle
70kg section of the World
wrestling championships
in Belgrade on Thursday.

Naveen lost to Asian
champion Taishi Narikuni
of Japan 6-1 in a 70kg first
round bout. Naveen made
it to the repechage round
when the Japanese booked
a place in the final.

Deepak (79kg) beat Is-
rael’s Dan Tsesarsky 10-0
but lost to Uzbek Bekzod
Abdurakhmonov 13-2. San-
jeet Kundu (86kg) lost to
Georgia’s Tarzan Maisu-
radze 4-4 on criteria. 

Naveen on
course for 
a bronze
Sports Bureau

England’s cricket squad
touched down here on
Thursday on a first tour of
Pakistan in 17 years — a leng-
thy absence brought about
by security fears. England
last played in Pakistan in
2005 and was due to visit
last year until pulling out at
short notice after New Zea-
land also cancelled a tour
citing safety concerns.

Following a 2009 attack
by Islamist militants on the
Sri Lankan team bus in La-
hore, Pakistan was forced to
play international matches
at neutral venues such as
the UAE, where it hosted

England for series in 2012
and 2015.

Over the past five years,
international cricket has
gradually returned to Pakis-
tan and earlier this year Aus-
tralia toured successfully for
the first time in nearly a
quarter of a century.

The PCB said the Austra-
lia series had “demonstrat-
ed our event planning and
operational skills” and ex-
pressed confidence that the
England games would also
pass off safely.

On match days, roads bet-
ween the England team ho-
tel and Karachi’s National
stadium will be sealed off
and be under armed guard. 

England team arrives
in Pakistan
PCB confident of smooth conduct
Agence France-Presse

Karachi Pranav Anand is India’s
newest Grandmaster. The
15-year-old from Bengaluru
became the country’s 76th
GM on Thursday when he
crossed the 2500 Elo mark
during the World youth
chess championship in
Romania.

He had already met the
other requirements for the
title, having scored the final
GM norm from the 55th
Biel Chess Festival in
Switzerland in July. 

“But for the pandemic,
Pranav could have become
a GM at least a year ago,”
his coach V. Saravanan told

The Hindu on Thursday.
“He is extremely passionate
about chess and is a
natural. He is one of the
most talented kids I have
ever come across.”

Pranav Anand becomes 
India’s 76th GM
Special Correspondent

KOZHIKODE

Pranav.
* TWITTER/CHESSBASEINDIA



Sportstar’s North Conclave
in Lucknow brought togeth-
er top sportspersons and
sport industry experts under
one roof for a series of care-
fully-curated conversations
on revolutionising the sports
ecosystem in Uttar Pradesh. 

The dialogues offered an
insight into the lives of the
sports stars and helped find
ways to ignite the nation’s
Olympic dream.

The first session on Thurs-
day had Navneet Sehgal,

U.P.’s Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Sports, discussing what
the role of the sports indus-
try can be in the State’s run
to becoming a trillion-dollar
economy. He said, “We are
looking to get a lot of inputs
and suggestions from this
Conclave today.”

Special address
Sports Minister Girish Chan-
dra Yadav also delivered a
special inaugural address
virtually, saying, “The Con-
clave will be very beneficial
for our players.”

Former India and Chen-
nai Super Kings batter Su-
resh Raina, in a panel discus-
sion to find out what an
athlete requires to find suc-
cess, said, “Kids these days
are hesitant about going out
and playing. The best sup-
port system should start
from the school level. U.P.
government does great work
in this regard. Uttar Pradesh

is Uttam (best) Pradesh.”
Next, Primary Education

Minister Sandeep Singh elu-
cidated how the National
Education Policy takes care
of a child’s all-around
education.

“Sport plays an important
role in a child’s overall
growth. We have almost
12,000-plus sports teachers
who are specially trained in
their respective disciplines.
Sports need to be given
equal importance as all the
other academic subjects,” he
said.

Boban Totovski, Interna-
tional Esports Federation’s
general secretary, said Es-
ports is en route to becom-
ing a part of the Olympics
programme.

“In 2020, we received the
opinion from their member-
ship group that we fulfil all
conditions to be full mem-
bers of the Global Associa-
tion of International Sports

Federations. GAISF and IOC
(International Olympic Com-
mittee) work closely
together.

GAISF’s Membership As-
sembly was supposed to
happen in Russia but it has
been postponed. So, now we
wait. But there will be a lot of
documentation, structure
and projects,” Totovski said.

Later, Rachana Govil,
former ED of the Sports
Authority of India, Lucknow,
said there needs to be more
community programmes to
make people aware of wo-
men’s safety issues.

“There is a lot of character
assassination whenever girls
speak with boys. During my
playing days, the first thing
my mother told me was to
not protest when a guy start-
ed following me on cycle and
was passing comments.
Around 40 to 50% female
athletes get bullied or sexual-
ly harassed,” Govil said.

Conclave drives quest to find ways to ignite the nation’s Olympic dream

Santadeep Dey

LUCKNOW

Revolutionising sports ecosystem in U.P.

Moment to cherish: Former athlete Bahadur Prasad and athlete Rupal Chaudhary honoured by Navneet Sehgal, Additional Chief
Secretary, Sports, Govt. of U.P. * R.V. MOORTHY
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It would be insensitive to call
Rohan Kunnummal a run-
machine. 

He collects his runs with
machine-like precision, yes,
but then his batting has a
heart-beat and soul.

An artist, he brush-strokes
the canvas with varying co-
lours, completing the picture
in the process.

Hanuma Vihari is as tough
as they come. He is organ-
ised, composed, calm and
gathers his runs methodical-
ly. 

Inherent solidity 
The inherent solidity in his
methods is hard to ignore;
his wicket is never given
away easily. 

The 24-year-old Palakkad-
born Kunnummal’s stroke-
filled 143 (225b, 16x4, 2x6)
opening the innings and skip-
per Vihari’s unbeaten 107
(220b, 7x4, 1x6) piloted
South Zone to a commanding
324 for two against North on
day one of their Duleep Tro-
phy semifinal at the quaint
SCF ground here on
Thursday.

And B. Indrajith (20 bat-
ting) appeared in fine touch

as South dominated the pro-
ceedings on a picturesque
ground flanked by hills. 

The North bowlers strug-
gled. There was not much in
the surface for the pacemen,
save for the early period. And
the side did not possess ge-
nuine quality in spin. 

The South batsmen were
not complaining. Openers
Kunnummal and Mayank
Agarwal (49, 59b, 6x4, 1x6)
put on 102 in 22.3 overs.
Mayank stroked fluently on
both sides before the left-arm
spinner, Nishanth Sindhu,

turned one past his defensive
blade to disturb the stumps.

Kunnummal struggled to
find batting rhythm initially
and Mayank nursed the
youngster through the diffi-
cult period. Gradually, Kun-
nummal grew in confidence. 

No respite
There was no respite for
North. Kunnummal and Vi-
hari added 167 in 315 balls. 

Kunnummal has sped off
the blocks since the last Ranji
season with three hundreds
and an innings of 75. 

Once he got his belief back
here, he flashed the lively
Navdeep Saini past covers
and point, and cut, swept
and whipped the spinners. 

Kunnummal is light of feet
and and a dancing-down-
straight-drive off Sindhu was
all class. He has an easy back-
swing and generates power
with his bat-speed and dexte-
rous wrists. And he invaria-
bly finds the gaps. Kunnum-
mal was eventually
dismissed playing on to Sai-
ni. 

But then Vihari, with his

backfoot punches, and loads
of character, ensured South
retained the advantage.
The scores: 
South Zone — 1st innings: Ro-
han Kunnummal b Saini 143,
Mayank Agarwal b Sindhu 49,
Hanuma Vihari (batting) 107, B.
Indrajith (batting) 20; Extras
(lb-4, nb-1): 5; Total (for two
wkts. in 90 overs): 324.

Fall of wickets: 1-102, 2-269. 

North Zone bowling: Saini 10-
0-51-1, Siddharth Kaul 13-2-
39-0, Dagar 23-0-76-0, Rana 3-
1-9-0, Sindhu 23-3-78-1, Na-
rang 14-0-53-0, Dhull 4-0-
14-0. 

Kunnummal and Vihari propel South
Courtesy the duo’s centuries, the team reaches a commanding 324 for two on day one against North

S. Dinakar

Salem

DULEEP TROPHY

Huge partnership: Kunnummal and Vihari sent the North Zone bowlers on a leather hunt. * R. RAGU 

Navneet Sehgal, Additional
Chief Secretary, Sports, Go-
vernment of Uttar Pradesh,
says the State is working on a
new sports policy, which
will see new sporting facili-
ties come up for the first
time in four districts.

“We must involve young
people in the field of sport.
We are working on a new
sports policy, and there
couldn’t have been a more
opportune time for this Con-
clave. This is the best way to
reach out to our sportsper-
sons. 

“We have been working
on creating better infrastruc-
ture and sporting facilities.
In our State, we have stadi-
ums everywhere except four
districts. But in these dis-
tricts also, work is already
underway,” he said while
speaking at the Sportstar
North Sports Conclave here.

“Sport is a way of life...
The government of U.P. has
always awarded all medal-
lists after tournaments. Now,
we have gone on to identify
26 gazetted posts where
players will be appointed

without any interview pro-
cess,” Sehgal added.

No dearth of merit
Sehgal also said Uttar Pra-
desh’s industrial policy
would allow for better tran-
sactions between stakehol-
ders. “There is no dearth of
merit in U.P. Sports would
play a significant role in the
state’s efforts in becoming a
trillion-dollar economy. We
are inviting entrepreneurs
through our industry policy.
We have a good ecosystem.
In ease of doing business, we
are No. 2 in the country”.

He also informed the au-
dience regarding a State go-
vernment fund exclusively
created for U.P.’s sporting
heroes. 

“We have created Eklavya
Krida Kosh. It is a fund for
sportspersons. It provides
social security and insu-
rance coverage up to ₹5 lakh
for sportspersons and their
family, among other facili-
ties. Notably, it also helps
the athletes attend national
and international events by
looking after the travel. The
government has contributed
₹25 crore to the fund”.

‘U.P. govt. working on a new sports policy’ 
There couldn’t have been a more opportune time for Conclave, says Sehgal

Santadeep Dey

Lucknow

Manjusha Kanwar, DGM-Sports Coordination, Indian Oil and
Nidhi Pundhir, Head CSR, HCL Foundation and moderator
Rakesh Rao, left. * R.V. MOORTHY 

Sharing insights: Vandana Katariya (CWG medallist), Priyanka
Goswami (CWG silver medallist), Ekta Bhyan (Asian Para
Games medallist), Rachna Govil (Former ED, SAI, Lucknow) at
the Sportstar’s Conclave at Lucknow on Thursday. * R.V. MOORTHY 

Vijay Yadav (CWG medallist), Commander R. Rajagopalan
(Former head, TOPS), Lalit Upadhyay (Olympic hockey
medallist) and Sanjeeva Singh (High Performance Director,
Indian Archery). * R.V. MOORTHY 

Sandeep Singh, MoS (Independent Charge), Primary
Education, being presented a book by Varghese George
watched by Tahsin Zahid (CEO, SPEFL-NSDC). * R.V. MOORTHY 

Left-arm spinner Kumar Kar-
tikeya continued from where
he left off in the last Ranji
Trophy season by coming up
with a brilliant five-wicket
haul (five for 66) to put Cen-
tral Zone in the driver’s seat
on the first day of the Duleep
Trophy semifinals against
West Zone here on Thursday.

Extra bounce
Opting to field, Central re-
duced the star-studded West
Zone to 252 for nine at
stumps with Rahul Tripathi
batting on 64.

Left-arm pacer Aniket
Choudhary struck in the
fourth over of the day when
he had Yashasvi Jaiswal
caught at slip for a duck,
with extra bounce doing the
trick. Soon after Gourav Ya-

dav had skipper Ajinkya Ra-
hane trapped leg-before with
the batter not offering a shot.

At the same time, Prithvi
Shaw (60, 78b, 10x4) showed
that there were quick runs to
be made on the surface
which had good bounce for
the bowlers, playing beauti-
ful shots square off the wick-
et. 

In the second session, Tri-
pathi retired hurt on 47 with
discomfort in his left hand
and soon after Kartikeya
struck twice in quick succes-
sion to reduce West to 152 for
six. 

Shams Mulani and Tanush
Kotian then steadied the ship
with a 74-run stand for the
seventh wicket before Karti-
keya had Kotian bowled
while attempting a cut. The
Madhya Pradesh spinner
then got his fifth wicket

when he castled Jaydev Un-
adkat, who went for a slog
sweep.
The scores: 

West Zone — 1st innings: Prith-
vi Shaw b Kartikeya 60, Yashas-
vi Jaiswal c Shubham b Aniket
0, Ajinkya Rahane lbw b Gaurav
8, Rahul Tripathi (batting) 64,
Armaan Jaffer c Aniket b Karan
23, Het Patel lbw b Kartikeya 2,
Shams Mulani c Shubham b Raj-
poot 41, Atit Sheth c Mantri b
Kartikeya 3, Tanush Kotian b
Kartikeya 36, Jaydev Unadkat b
Kartikeya 1, Chintan Gaja (bat-
ting) 5; Extras (lb-8, w-1): 9;
Total (for nine wkts. in 82 ov-
ers): 252.

Fall of wickets: 1-14, 2-33, 3-
90, 4-143, 5-147, 6-152, 7-226,
8-230, 9-230.

Central Zone bowling: Rajpoot
14-1-55-1, Aniket 16-2-47-1,
Gourav 11-0-44-1, Kartikeya 27-
7-66-5, Karan 14-2-32-1.

Toss: Central.

Kartikeya has West in a spin
Left-arm spinner puts Central Zone in the driver’s seat

S. Dipak Ragav

Coimbatore

Oh no! Shaw is done in by a quicker delivery from Kartikeya. 
* M. PERIASAMY 

Purav Raja and Divij Sha-
ran beat Alexandru Je-

can and Dan Alexandru To-
mescu of Romania 6-4, 6-4
to reach the semifinals of
the $53,120 Challenger ten-
nis tournament in Istanbul
on Thursday.

Other results: $25,000 ITF
men, Madrid: Singles (quar-
terfinals): Alberto Barroso
Campos (Esp) bt Digvijay Pra-
tap Singh 6-1, 6-2.

$15,000 ITF, Monastir, Tuni-
sia: Men: Singles (pre-quar-
terfinals): Luca Wiedenmann
(Ger) bt Bharath Kumaran
6-2, 6-3.

Mu Tao (Chn) bt Karan
Singh 6-4, 5-7, 7-6(3). 

Doubles (quarterfinals): Sai
Karteek Reddy Ganta & Pa-
rikshit Somani bt Valentin De
Carvalho (Por) & Anis Ghorbel
(Tun) 6-4, 6-4.

Women: Doubles (quarterfi-
nals): Milana Zhabrailova &
Jennifer Luikham bt Shanelle
Iaconi (Aus) & Annika Kannan
6-0,, 6-4.

$15,000 ITF, Sharm El
Sheikh, Egypt: Men: 

Doubles (quarterfinals): Praj-
wal Dev & Abhinav Sanjeev
Shanmugam bt Ignacio Marti-
nez (USA) & Neil Oberleitner
(Aut) 6-4, 7-5.

Women: Singles (pre-quar-
terfinals): Sravya Shivani bt
Anjani Maheshkumar 6-4,
6-0. 

Doubles (quarterfinals): Sra-
vya & Melis Ayda Uyar (Tur) bt
Sarah Adegoke (Ngr) & Anna
Borovinskaya (USA) 6-3, 6-3.

Purav & Divij
in last four

Sports Bureau

INDIANS ABROAD

The Indian girls were bea-
ten to the top spot in the

group by Thailand in the
Asian under-12 team tennis
championship in Nur-Sultan,
Kazakhstan.

India beat Lebanon and
Hong Kong 3-0 each but had
lost to Thailand 0-3. India,
with A. Aahan, Prachi Malik
and Anandita Upadhyay in
the squad, will play its last
league match on Friday
against Uzbekistan. Howev-
er, Thailand has already
qualified for the final from
the group by winning all its
four matches.

Host Kazakhstan looked
set to take the other final spot
from group ‘B’, which fea-
tures Chinese Taipei, Malay-
sia, Sri Lanka and Iran.

The Indian boys team of
Faizal Ali Meer, Tavish Pahwa
and Kushagra Arora, lost to
Thailand 1-2, and beat Uzbe-
kistan 2-1. Thailand with two
wins was sitting pretty in the
group before its last league
match against Uzbekistan. In-
dia will play Chinese Taipei
in its last league match.

In the other group, host
Kazakhstan won all its
matches 3-0 against Iran,
Hong Kong, Myanmar and
Pakistan to make the final.

Aashravya advances
Aashravya Mehra beat Aditya
Mor 6-3, 5-7, [10-8] in the
boys’ quarterfinals of the

Asian under-16 tennis tour-
nament in Agartala on
Thursday.

Aditya had beaten the top
seed Levin Safoor Mydeen
6-2, 6-3 in the pre-quarterfi-
nals. In the semifinals, Aash-
ravya will face Tanussh Ghil-
dyal, who beat fourth seed
Aditeey Singh Jadon.
The results (quarterfinals):
Boys: Aashravya Mehra bt Adi-
tya Mor 6-3, 5-7, [10-8]; Ta-
nussh Ghildyal bt Aditeey
Singh Jadon 6-3, 6-1.
Girls: Rituja Saha bt Sarah
Gomes 6-3, 6-3; Krishna Raj bt
Deeksha Kumar 6-1, 6-3; Ish-
eeta Midha bt Rubani Kaur Sid-
hu 6-1, 6-0; Harithashree Ven-
katesh bt Saijayani Banerjee
6-3, 7-5.
Triple for Aditya

Aditya Khanna won a triple
crown in the ITF 400
Masters tennis tournament
in Pattaya, Thailand, while
Intikhab Ali did a double in
the over-45 event.
The results (finals): Over-35
doubles: Aditya Khanna &
Arjun Uppal bt Ribhaskar &
Tuleswor Singh 6-3, 6-0.
Over-40: Aditya Khanna bt
Magnus Muller (Nor) 6-1, 7-5;
doubles: Aditya & Ashish
Khanna bt Ramzan Sheikh &
Yati Gujrathi 6-1, 6-0.
Over-45: Intikhab Ali bt Ajit
Sail 6-4, 6-3; doubles: Intikhab
& Nikhil Rao bt Yati Gujrathi &
Ajit Sail 6-4, 6-4.
Over-55: Nagaraj
Revanasiddaiah bt Bhushan
Akut 7-6, 6-2.
Over-65 doubles: Surinder
Mohan Sharma & Vinayak
Gujrathi bt Tahir Ali & Phairoj
5-7, 6-1, [10-5].

Indian boys hope to
make Asian u-12 final 

TENNIS 
Sports Bureau

Monu scores four as 
Raja Karan HA wins big
NEW DELHI: Monu scored
four goals and captain
Aaditya Rai added two as
Raja Karan Hockey
Academy, Karnal, beat
Loyola Higher Secondary
School, Kohima 8-0 in a
Pool D match on the first
day of the 39th Nehru
sub-junior boys’ under-15
hockey tournament. 
In Pool A, Government
High School, Manakksar
won 4-0 against Fr. Agnel
High School, Goa.
The results: Pool A: Govt.

High School, Manakksar 4

(Gagandeep Singh,

Khushpreet, Mohan Kamboj,

Harshdeep Singh) bt Fr. Agnel

High School, Goa 0; Pool C:

SNBP School of Institutes,

Pune 0 drew Punjab Public

School, Nabha 0; Pool D: Raja

Karan Hockey Academy, Karnal

8 (Monu 4, Aaditya Rai 2,

Sachin, Rohit Singh) bt Loyola

Higher Secondary School,

Kohima 0.

L.B. Shastri Coaching Centre
lifts trophy

Man-of-the-match Abhishek
Beru scored a 53-ball 117 as
L.B. Shastri Coaching
Centre beat Same Singh
Club by seven wickets to lift
the Chandan Singh Rajput
memorial tournament.

The scores: SSC 158 in 33

overs (Rohan Sharma 37, Om

35, Ankit Gupta 3/21) lost to

LBS CC 162/3 in 16 overs

(Abhishek Beru 117).
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\ DELHI ROUND-UP \

Heirok Higher Secondary
School, Imphal, was
crowned champion 61st
Subroto Cup under-14 boys
tournament with a 2-0 win
against Berwa High School,
Gumla, in the final here on
Thursday.
The results: Final: Heirok
HSS, Imphal 2 (L. Bikramjit,
Th. Shital) bt Berwa HS, Gum-
la 0. Individual awards: Best
Player: Akash Mandi, Bairwa
HS; best goalkeeper: Ngan-
gom Surmani Singh, Heirok
HSS; best coach: Sambunath
Oraon, Bairwa HS; fair play
trophy: Zinc Football Acade-
my, Rajasthan; best school:
Heirok HSS.

Heirok HSS
triumphs
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI
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