
Long Strong Roots Question Answer
Below are given the 15 most important Strong Roots questions and answers on the basis of the
previous papers. Students can prepare for their exam by taking help from the question and answers
that are given in this PDF.

1. What does Kalam tell about his childhood in his autobiography ‘Strong Roots'?
Abul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam, also known as APJ Abdul Kalam, was born in the island
town of Rameswaram in the former Madras state to a middle-class Tamil family. He was one of
several children. He was a small child. Despite the fact that he was born to attractive parents.
He and his family lived in their ancestral home. His father provided him with all of the basic
necessities of life, such as food, medicine, clothing, and so on, while avoiding all unnecessary
luxuries and comfort. His father's ideas encourage him to think positively. He and his father
would go to a very old mosque in their neighbourhood for evening prayers. Overall, Kalam had a
secure childhood, both materially and emotionally.

2. Write about Dr Kalam's mother and his father.
APJ Abdul Kalam recalls his mother as a devout and generous woman. His father's ideal
helpmate was her. His mother came from a well-to-do family. The British had bestowed the title
of "Bahadur" on one of her ancestors. Every day, she fed more strangers than her own family
members. She was very concerned. She was also an excellent cook. Kalam used to eat lunch
with his mother on the floor of their kitchen on a regular basis. She would serve rice, aromatic
sambar, homemade pickle, and fresh coconut chutney on a banana leaf, a traditional Tamil dish.
In his autobiography, "Strong Roots,' APJ Abdul Kalam portrays his father, Jainulabdeen, as
wise and generous. Kalam adored his father and held great admiration for him. In the biography,
he describes his father as having no formal education or wealth, but he possessed inner
wisdom and a spirit of true generosity. He began his day at 4 a.m. by reading the namaz. He
would regularly walk to their small coconut grove before dawn. He and Kalam would go to a
very old mosque in their neighbourhood for evening prayer. He was a deeply spiritual person at
heart. In simple Tamil, he could convey complex spiritual matters.
Pakhshi Lakshmana Sashtri, the high priest of Rameswaram Shiva Temple, was a close friend
with whom he discussed spiritual matters. Dr Kalam was greatly influenced by his father's
spiritual teaching. Kalam's father revealed all the fundamental truths about life and the universe.
In his own world of science and technology, Kalam always followed his father's principles and
ideas.

3. ‘I normally ate with my mother’.  Who ate with his mother? Name his mother? Where
did he eat with his mother? – What did he eat with his mother? [1+1+1+3 = 6] [H.S. – 2018,
2022]
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, author of "Strong Roots,' ate with his mother.
His mother's name is Ashiamma.
He ate with his mother while sitting on the kitchen floor.



He ate rice, fragrant sambar, homemade pickles, and a dollop of fresh coconut chutney.

4. 'Our locality was predominantly Muslim’ — Who is the speaker? How does the speaker
describe the locality? What picture of communal harmony do you find in the description?
[1+3+2 = 6] [H.S. – 2017]
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, author of "Strong Roots," is the speaker.
Kalam lived in a predominantly Muslim neighbourhood. Many Hindu families coexisted
peacefully with their Muslim neighbours. In the neighbourhood, there was a magnificent Shiva
temple. Rmeswaram became well-known among pilgrims as a result of the temple. Kalam's
house was about a ten-minute walk away. There was also an old mosque in their
neighbourhood. Kalam used to accompany his father there for evening prayer.
The description of Kalam's autobiography paints a beautiful picture of communal harmony.
Hindus and Muslims coexisted peacefully. The Shiva temple and the old mosque were both in
the same neighbourhood.
Despite their religious differences, Pakshi Lakshmana Sastry and Kalam's father were close
friends who discussed spiritual matters. As a result, there was no religious discrimination.

5. ‘The people of different religions would be sitting outside waiting for him.’ Who is
referred to as "him"? Where did the people wait? Why did they wait there? What would
happen thereafter? [1+1+2+2 = 6] [H.S. – 2020]
The term "him" refers to Jainulabdeen, Dr APJ Abdul Kalam's father.
Outside the mosque, people waited for him.
They waited for him because they had faith in him. They would bring him bowls of water, which
he would sanctify by dipping his fingertips in and chanting a prayer. This water was used to heal
the sick.
If the invalids were cured, they would pay their respects to their father. But his father smiled and
told them to thank Allah for his mercy.

6. ‘Why don’t you say this to the people who come to you? Who says this and to whom?
What is referred to by the word "this"? Why do people come to the person spoken to?
[1+1+3+1 = 6] [H.S. – 2015]
In his autobiography, "Strong Roots," Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam says this to his father, Jainulabdeen.
APJ Abdul Kalam used the word "this" to refer to his father's "spiritual concept.' According to
Kalam's father, we should not be afraid of difficulties, suffering, and problems because adversity
always provides opportunities for introspection or self-examination. Rather, we should try to
comprehend the significance of suffering.
People come to Kalam's father for spiritual guidance. When they were in a difficult situation, his
father used prayer and offerings to appease the demonic forces.

7. “His answer filled me with a strange energy and enthusiasm.” Who is the speaker?
Whose answer is being referred to here? What was the answer? [1+1+4 = 6] [H.S. – 2019]
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam is the speaker.
The response of Kalam's father is mentioned here.



According to Kalam's father, whenever humans find themselves alone or in a difficult situation,
they seek the assistance of a company that can guide them. Kalam's father served as a
go-between. With prayer and offerings, he attempted to appease the demonic forces. But he
recognised that this was not the best approach. One must recognise the significance of his or
her sufferings.

8. What remained the routine for Abdul Kalam’s father even when he was in his late
sixties? What does Abdul Kalam say about his emulation of his father? [3+3 = 6] [H.S
=2016]
Up until his late sixties, Abdul Kalam's father followed a strict routine. He used to start his day at
4 a.m. by reading the namaz. He would walk four miles to their coconut grove. Then he returned
home, carrying a dozen coconuts on his soldiers' backs. He then ate his breakfast.
In the world of science and technology, Kalam attempted to emulate his father. He made an
effort to comprehend the fundamental truths revealed to him by his father. Despite being a
scientist, he firmly believed in the existence of a divine power capable of restoring us to our
rightful place.

9. What picture of communal harmony prevailed in Rameswaram when Kalam was a
child?
According to Dr APJ Abdul Kalam's autobiography sketch, Rameswaram was a
Muslim-dominated neighbourhood. However, many Hindu families coexisted peacefully with
their Muslim neighbours. They lived together in harmony. In the same area of Rameswaram,
there was the famous Shiva Temple and an old mosque. People of various faiths brought bowls
of water to their fathers, who made the water holy by praying sacred prayers for invalids. The
high priest of Rameswaram Shiva Temple, Pakhshi Lakshmana Sashtri, was a close friend of
Kalam's father. They had a long discussion on spiritual matters with an open mind while dressed
in their traditional attire. There was a sense of unity in diversity. There was harmony among
people of all religions.

10. What was Kalam’s father’s advice about how to deal with adversity?
According to APJ Abdul Kalam's autobiography sketch, his father could convey complex
spiritual concepts in very simple, down-to-earth Tamil. He once told Kalam that each human
being is a specific element within the whole of the manifest divine Being in his own place and
time. As a result, one should not be afraid of adversity, suffering, or problems. When difficulties
arise, one should attempt to comprehend the significance of those tribulations. He always told
Kalam believes that adversity provides opportunities for reflection. His father tells him that in
adversity, one can judge himself. One can see who he is and what his flaws are. He can assess
his current situation.
He tells Kalam that every human being is a manifestation of the universal divine power. As a
result, he advises people not to be afraid of facing difficulties or suffering in life. Problems must
be confronted with courage. In the face of adversity, a man examines himself through
introspection. It provides the best opportunity for insight and life experience.



11. “Why don’t you say this to the people who come to you...?” Who says this and to
whom? What is referred to by the word "this"? Why do they come to the listener?
APJ Abdul Kalam says this to his father, Jainulabdeen, in his autobiography, "Strong Roots."
"Every human being is a specific element within the whole of the manifest divine being," writes
Jainulabdeen. So, why be afraid of adversity, suffering, and problems? When difficulties arise,
try to comprehend the significance of your sufferings. Adversity always provides opportunities
for reflection." The word "this" refers to this fact. People come to the person spoken to when
they are in trouble or in distress. They seek help and advice from Kalam's father in order to
solve their problems.

12. Describe in your own words what Kalam recollects about his ancestral home and
family at the beginning of his autobiographical piece " Strong Roots
" Strong Roots " chronicles Kalam's childhood memories. Kalam travels down memory lane and
gives us a vivid account of it. Kalam was born in Rameswaram to a middle-class Tamil family. In
every way, his childhood was secure.
He, his parents, and his siblings lived in their ancestral home, which was built in the middle of
the nineteenth century. It was a large pucca house constructed of limestone and bricks. Kalam
relished the company of his simple and devout mother. He ate with his mother on the kitchen
floor most of the time. Every day, Kalam's mother fed far more strangers than all of the family
members combined.
They were not wealthy, but he was never in need of food, medicine, or clothing. All of this had a
significant impact on Kalam's life.

13. What did Kalam's father tell him about the relevance of prayer?
Kalam recalls his father discussing spiritual matters with the high priest of Rameswaram temple,
Pakshi Lakshmana Sastry, when he was a child. When Kalam was old enough to question his
father, he inquired about the importance of prayer. In response, he told his son that prayer was
not mysterious. Prayer, on the other hand, enabled spiritual communion between people. He
also stated that during prayer, one transcends one's body and becomes a part of the Cosmos,
which has no distinctions based on wealth, age, caste, or creed. He believed that each human
being is a distinct component of the manifest divine being. Kalam's father was able to convey
complex spiritual concepts in the simple tamil language.

14. His answer filled me with a strange energy and enthusiasm" - Who is the speaker?
Whose answer is being referred to here? What was the answer?
"His response filled me with an unusual energy and enthusiasm." APJ Abdul Kalam is the
speaker. The response of APJ Abdul Kalam's father, Jainulabdeen, is cited here.
In response to Kalam's question, his father stated that whenever humans find themselves alone,
or when they are in trouble, they seek company or assistance. He is nothing more than a
go-between in their efforts to appease demonic forces with prayers and offerings. Difficulties,
sorrows and sufferings, and problems are all a part of life. When faced with a problem, one must
attempt to comprehend the significance of one's suffering.
As a result, an adverse situation should be viewed as an opportunity for self-analysis, with the
goal of correcting oneself in accordance with this analysis. A difficult situation puts one's



endurance to the test and prepares one for all possible outcomes. As a result, adversity should
be viewed as a blessing in disguise.

15. “This is not a correct approach at all and should never be followed "
Who is the speaker?
What is not a correct approach according to him? Why does he think so?
"This is not an appropriate approach and should never be used." The speaker is Kalam's father,
Jainulabdeen, who said this to him. The people of Rameswaram had a high regard for Kalam's
father. As a result, whenever they were in trouble, they would come to him.
Because they were superstitious, they believed that demonic forces were behind their sufferings
and that only by appeasing these demonic forces could their misery be alleviated. They also
thought Kalam's father could act as a go-between to calm down the demonic forces. Acting as a
go-between in people's efforts to appease demonic forces with prayers and offerings, according
to Kalam's father, is not a correct approach and should never be followed.


